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        Have You Forgiven?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been said that the only true forgiveness is that which is offered and extended even before the offender has apologized and sought it.  

Have you offended someone and you have never apologized?  You are a Christian, but you feel that this person got what he deserved.  Maybe (to help) you are working harder than ever for the Lord – feeling that your conscience might be quieted by all the work you are doing.  My friend, don’t you deceive yourself.  You are out of fellowship with the Lord.  All your works will be fruitless until you get right with your brother and sister in Jesus Christ.  To you God says, Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

Your first obligation is not to your church, your Sunday school class, or your church board, or any other kind of Christian service.  It is to your brother or sister in Jesus Christ.  First be reconciled to him or her.  

It may be awfully hard for you to forgive after you were severely wronged, but remember God says (in Matthew 6:14-15) If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  As long as a believer is of an unforgiving spirit, he is living in sin.  He is openly rebelling against the revealed will of God.  There can be nothing but misery in such a spiritual state.

In Ephesians 4:31-32, we read, Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.  When we pause to consider Christ’s great love demonstrated so completely in forgiving us of all our sins, how can we afford to bear grudges, and be lost to hate?  A strong feeling of resentment harbored day after day is as dangerous to the soul as a cancer is to the body.  Thus God’s word to each of us is “Forgive.”  So what, suppose it is the other person’s fault.  Let God take care of that.  He says, in Romans 12:19, Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves . . .  Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  You be the man.  Do your part, and God will undertake in every way for the best.  Remember, wrong can never be made right; it can only be forgiven.  
When you forgive, let it be permanent.  When God forgives us, He forgives us completely and eternally.  His treatment of us is very different from the way in which we often forgive those who wrong us.  We take a wrong that has been done to us and set it aside – out of sight for a while – we ‘say’ we have forgiven.  But then let that individual who wronged us do something else against us, and immediately we drag out all the old wrongs and place the new one on top, and say, “See, I knew you wouldn’t be any different.”  When you and I confess our wrongdoings to the Lord, He not only forgives us, but He forgets about the wrongs we have done.  We read in Jeremiah 31:34, I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  How we can praise God that He never digs up the past!  
The prophet Micah tells us in chapter 7, verse 19, that God will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.  Well that’s the way we should forgive others -- just like the Lord has forgiven us.  

Now all of us need to pray that God will give us a greater measure of His love.  It was D. L. Moody who once said, “I am convinced of this:  When hard hearted people who now reject the Savior are thoroughly awake to the fact that love is prompting our efforts on their behalf, the hardness will begin to soften, and their stubborn wills will begin to bend.  The key of love will unlock their hearts.”  Indeed, Mr. Moody gave us a great truth in this statement.

I am wondering if the reason why so many in the world have not come to Christ is because we who claim to be Christians have failed to surrender our hearts to the love of God; and the result that we see all around us is that God’s love is not being manifested among God’s people.  God wants us to show forth the same love that was demonstrated on Calvary’s cross.  We need to show people that we really, sincerely, honestly love them.  And we can only do this when we forgive them.  All of us need a new sense of the love of God.  It purchased our redemption.  If you are in Jesus Christ, this is a debt from which you can never be free.  God says, in Romans 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  Child of God, be firm in the sweetness of God’s love and sweet in its firmness.

Now, doubtless, I am speaking to some who have never yet come to Jesus Christ for salvation. You find it impossible to forgive some of your friends, or other people.  You say someday you will get even with them.  Listen, an unforgiving spirit is a sure sign of an unforgiven spirit.  You need Christ as your Lord.  That’s your greatest need in life.  Let Him forgive your sins, then you will desire to forgive others.  Trust in Him.  Christ revealed His love for you when He went to the cross and died for you.  He was buried, and He rose again.  He lives today.  He is alive, and He is reaching out to you in love, saying, Come!  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  He wants to give you eternal rest in Him.  How can you reject such an offer.  He isn’t asking you to study something.  He isn’t saying if you memorize so many verses I’ll give you everlasting life.  He isn’t saying if you go to church every Sunday or if you are baptized, or if you do the best you can.  He is saying simply, “Come.” C-O-M-E.  Will you do it right now?  Just bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I come,” and He’ll meet you right where you are.

I thank You, Father, for Your marvelous grace in providing forgiveness for all our sins through Christ.  May some receive this forgiveness now by receiving Your Son Jesus Christ.  Teach all of us in Christ to love even as You have loved us.  In our Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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