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        How To Be Saved


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Some people trust in a creed, a church, or the way they live, to get them to Heaven.  But the word of God says, Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
What is it about Christianity that distinguishes it from every other religion in the world?  Well, there are several answers to this question, but the chief one is the fact that its founder still lives.  The Bible says, Christ ever liveth to make intercession for us.  Without beginning and without ending, He is the eternal Son of God.  It is the eternal nature of Christ that makes Him the only legitimate savior.  Now any one could die on a cross, but Christ proved the real meaning of His death by His resurrection.  He was not held captive by the shackles of death in a Syrian tomb, but stands today ready and willing to save any and all who come to Him for salvation.  
But you may say, “I believe in God, isn’t that enough? Why must I receive Christ?”  Simply because Christ is the only human revelation God has made of Himself.  Christ is God come in the flesh.  Without believing in Him, it is impossible to know God the Father.  You may know about Him, but until you receive God the Son (the Lord Jesus) into your heart and life, you cannot possibly know God.  The Bible declares, There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.  Because of our sins, we are altogether unworthy and unable to approach a holy God.  And because of His perfection and all-righteous nature, God cannot have any fellowship with us.  For this reason, He sent His beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our sin-bearer.  He died for all sin.  When Christ is received into the life, we then have the only satisfactory approach to God the Father: for the Father can only be experienced through His Son.
In a spacious palace in Rome, there is a ceiling painted by one of the great masters.  Because the ceiling is high and beyond the range of clear vision, the owner has placed on the floor a very costly mirror so that everyone who visits the palace may fully enjoy the beauty of the painting without straining to look up.  Likewise the whole history of human experience and thought evidences the fact that man cannot find God simply by looking up.  So, in the fulness of time, Christ came as the image of the invisible God: reflecting the glory of the Father; so man might clearly see the Father in the person of His Son.  Jesus declared, He that hath seen me has seen the Father.  He also said, No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  
It is not enough just to say you believe in God.  Who is your god?  What is your god?  Almost everyone has some kind of god to whom they give a degree of deference and respect.  Has your god provided you with eternal life with the result in inner peace and daily blessing?  The God of the Bible is a personal God: One who loves, cares, and provides for His own.  To be a follower of Christ means more than possessing a system of doctrine.  It is to be indwelt by the person of God Himself and to live in daily fellowship with Him.  It is to have a personal faith in the living Lord.  It is more than a code of ethics or philosophy; it is trusting in a living Christ.

A lady who was dangerously ill was desperate to find something basic to which she might cling in her affliction.  She sent for a minister to give her communion, but the sacrament failed to give the peace she thought it would.  When the minister left, the sufferer turned to the occupant of the bed nearest her, and said, “I thought it would have done me more good.”  The other (an earnest follower of Christ) quickly replied, “Ahh, you don’t want ‘it.’  You want Him.”  Could it be that you have been trusting in your church, or in a ceremony, or even in the teachings of Christ, while completely overlooking the person of Christ Himself?  You need Him, dear friend.  
I preached one Sunday evening on the righteousness of God as made known to man through Jesus Christ, and stressed the importance of repenting for sin and turning to the living Lord.  At the close of the message, I extended an invitation to anyone who would like to receive Christ.  Without any hesitation, a large robust man came forward.  With tear-filled eyes, he said, “I want to repent of my sins and get right with God.”  With the open Bible, I had the privilege of pointing this man to Christ.  He told me how he had gone from church to church trying to find something to satisfy his restless heart.  In his quest for peace, he had even pursued study courses in theology and other religious subjects – but always in vain.  After we had examined some Scripture passages and had prayer together, he said to me, “I have tried almost everything, but nothing has satisfied my empty heart.  Tonight, for the first time, I realize that it is Christ – not a church, not a creed, but Christ.”  So it is, friend.  Salvation is through Christ and Christ only.

On one occasion, Jesus asked, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  Whom say he that I am?  With unerring confidence, Peter replied, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God (Mt 16:15). When one makes this confession, and commits himself to the Lord Jesus, He enters immediately into the joy of salvation.  He becomes a new creature for ever.  Troubles may come, and sorrows may distress us; but in Christ we are established on an indestructible foundation.

The true source of lasting pleasure and peace is in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Nothing else or no one else can better satisfy the emptiness of the human heart.  And Jesus Christ says to all, Whosoever drinketh of this water (that is the water from Jacob’s well: symbolic of earthly pleasures that people drink from) shall thirst again, Jesus said, But whosoever shall drink of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst.  Have you drunk of the living water: Christ Jesus?  If not, do so now.  Believe on Him, and know the eternal peace He alone can instill within your troubled soul.  God will meet you right where you are, and you will become a new creation in Him.  Friend, it is a wonderful experience.  I can say from my experience which took place over 50 years ago, that it is great to come to know Jesus Christ, and then day-by-day to be able to trust Him for all things.  God has never failed me, and I know He will never fail you if you will give Him a chance to work in your life.

Heavenly Father, I thank You for our living Lord.  I praise You that He died and rose again, that all who believe on Him might be saved.  May many listening, who know Him not, turn to Him right now, I pray.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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