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Serious Business

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Many young people are involved in serious crime these days, but are they wholly to blame?  Can the trouble be traced to another source?  In many cases, I am convinced that it can.

Some years ago, shortly after I was graduated from Bible school, I had a pastorate in a town in Central Illinois.  I was going from door to door one day, trying to enlist children for our Sunday school.  I have never forgotten the young mother who stood at the door to answer my questions.  I asked, “Do you have any children here?”  “Yes,” she said, “a girl of seven.”  “Does she attend Sunday school anywhere?”  “No, she doesn’t.”  “Would you care to send her to our Sunday school?”  “No,” she said, “it’s too early to get up.”  “If you would just get her ready,” I continued, “we shall be happy to send someone to pick her up.”  “I don’t think,” she said.  I made several other appeals, and to each one I got the same reply, “I don’t think.”  This is, of course, her way of saying no; but the more she used the phrase “I don’t think,” I was saying to myself “She is absolutely correct.  Anyone who is unwilling to take a few minutes on Sunday morning to prepare his or her child to be taught the eternal truths of God, certainly ‘does not think.’”  
Well, there are millions of people in the world who do not think when it comes to training their children in the way of the Lord.  All of us are reaping the sad results of a generation that carelessly ignored the importance of training children in the Scriptures.  Our cities and towns are plagued with crime, violence, murder, and drugs: because, in many cases, the perpetrators of evil were never given a foundation in the word of God.

I have heard it said by some that no parent should ever force a child to go to Sunday school or church.  Why not?  We force our children to go to public school.  Is spiritual education any less important than the secular?  For many, it seems that it is.  And for many it has been, and that’s the reason we are reaping the calamitous results of humanism.  I don’t think I could say enough to parents who are listening to me to put your child’s spiritual welfare at the very top of your responsibility!  Don’t feel that your child is going to turn out alright no matter what.  He needs to be taught in the word of God, and you need to do everything in your power to see to it that he is taught in the word of God.  This, of course, means that you need the Lord in your own life (if He isn’t there).  You can’t expect to have a model child if you are living a muddled life.  It is important that you know Christ, so you can teach your child the way of Christ.
Under normal circumstances, your child will not advance any further in spiritual truth than you have gone yourself.  For the Bible says in Ezekiel 16:44, As is the mother, so is her daughter.  We could also read this, “As is the father, so is his son.”  There are exceptions to this principle, of course.  But as a general rule, it is rare that a child is more zealous for the things of God than his parents.  Parents, you have a serious responsibility.  What if God should place in your hand a diamond, and tell you to inscribe on it a sentence which would be read on the judgment day and be shown then as an index of your own thoughts and feelings?  You would be awfully careful of what you inscribed on that diamond.  Well, if you have children, this is what God has done.  He has placed before you the immortal minds of your children – more valuable than a diamond – on which you inscribe every day and every hour that which will remain and be exhibited for or against you at the last day.

I was invited to conduct a meeting in a church in Chicago.  A young man from the church met me at the airport, and drove me to the motel where I was to stay.  As we drove along the interstate in Chicago, we talked about the things of Christ.  I asked this Christian friend when he came to know Christ and what were the circumstances.  He paused for a moment, and then said, “Well I am rather ashamed that I have to tell you that I drank and caroused, and it was my 14-year old daughter who led me to Christ.”  He continued by saying, “She became interested and active in a nearby church, and she and some of her friends began to pray for me and my wife.  One night when I came home in a drunken stupor, and my wife had locked me out,” he said, “I just about broke the door down.  A little later that same night, my daughter (in tears) put her arms around me, and said, ‘Daddy, you need the Lord.  He can change you.  He can save you.  He can give you what you need most of all: eternal life.’  And then,” my friend said to me, “right then and there, that night, at her request, I bowed my head and prayed the best I could to receive Jesus Christ as my Lord.  He heard me.  And I have been rejoicing in Him, and serving Him ever since.”  But then he continued, “I have never gotten over it.  How I failed as a father!  Why!” he said, “I should have been the one leading my daughter to Christ, but she had to lead me to the Savior.”
I say to every parent listening to me: Get your priorities straight.  We read in Isaiah 38:19, The father to the children shall make known thy truth.  It is your responsibility to lead your children in the way of the Lord.  Don’t look for another way.  You are the one.  And if you don’t know Jesus Christ in your heart and life, I beg of you to turn to Him right now.  Jesus loves you, and I read in the word of God (John 6:37), him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  God will forgive you of all your sin, if only you will receive His Son Jesus Christ as your Lord.  And what does He say about our sins?  He says He will remember them no more.   You know you are a sinner.  You know that you’ve sinned and come far short of the glory of God.  Anybody that doesn’t know this is totally ignorant.  We know ourselves.  We know how filthy our minds are.  We know the things we’ve done in the past.  And we look into the face of a holy God, and we say, “God, would You forgive me of all of this?”  And God says, Yes, because I love you, and I proved that love when I sent my Son to earth to die for your sins; but He didn’t stay on the cross.  He was buried, and he rose again, and He lives today.  And I read in the Bible that Christ ever liveth to make intercession for us.  Yes, we fail as Christians.  There are no perfect humans.  But when we fail, we go to God, and we confess our sins, and He forgives us immediately on the grounds of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Oh friend, if you don’t know Him, I urge you to turn to Him.  Don’t put this off.  I have seen so many people put it off, and they delayed, and delayed, and then the opportunity never came again.  Some of them were killed in auto wrecks.  Some were killed in plane wrecks.  Some died of a heart attack.  They always looked forward to a future day when they would get right with God, but that day never came.  That’s why I am asking you, right now, to receive Christ into your life.

Blessed Lord, I thank You for Your mercies.  We are unworthy of Your grace and love, but we know Your great salvation is not based on our worthiness, but upon the fact that Your Son came from the glory of Heaven to die for our sins.  I praise You that he arose from the dead.  He lives now, and is coming again.  May many parents today recognize their most important obligation which is submission to You, and then by Your grace to train their children in the way of the Lord.  This I pray and ask in that wonderful name of Jesus.  Amen.
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