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       The Wrong Master

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been wisely said that money is a good servant, but a poor master.  Many of those who allowed money to become their master have discovered the truth of this statement.

One of the destructive evils that has overcome millions of people in our generation is the problem of covetousness.  A missionary returning home on furlough declared, “In some ways, returning to America after a number of years on the mission field is a shocking experience.  One of the many facets of American life which causes me to be greatly concerned is the gross materialism which is so apparent everywhere.  Were this only among the non-Christians, it would be surprising; but almost everywhere we find the concern for material things uppermost, even in the minds of God’s people – or, at least, so it appears to one coming in from the outside.”

Now I am sure many of you listening to me will agree that this missionary has given us a worthy appraisal of conditions as they really are.  We who have been called out from among a fallen race to fellowship with a holy God generally recognize the fact that the world and the things in it are passing away, and the things which are not seen are eternal.  Yet our actions seldom match up to our stated beliefs.  Rushing onward with the crowd that seeks security and ease, we have lost our identity as a people of God.  Increasingly, we are no different from those who do not know the Lord.  We have the same desires to get ahead to acquire things to provide security for ourselves and our families to be one of the crowd.  
Is it not important, then, that we give prayerful attention and recognition to the words of our Lord, as given in Luke 12:15, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  What our Lord said here is one of the red flags He hung out which most people nowadays do not seem to regard.  Christ said a great deal about the danger of riches, but not many persons are afraid of riches.  Covetousness, by many, is not considered wrong in these days.  If a man breaks the sixth or the eighth commandment, he is branded as a criminal, and covered with shame.  But he may break the tenth, and he is thought to be “enterprising.”  To look about us, one would think a man’s life did consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.  

Most people think that they become great in the proportion to which they are able to gather wealth.  The world measures men by their bank account.  God, on the other hand, measures a soul by what he is, and not by what he has.  You may find a shriveled soul in the midst of a great fortune; and a grand and noble soul in the barest of poverty.  No where does the Bible say that money is the root of evil, but in 1 Timothy 6:10, we read, The love of money is the root of all evil.  Love of money can become an obsession, for within the human heart there is a strange acquisitiveness which is never satisfied.  A person gets a thousand dollars, and immediately he wants two thousand.  He secures five thousand, and the desire for ten thousand overcomes that satisfaction.  The Chinese have an old proverb which states that the heart of man is never satisfied.  Well, the heart of man can be satisfied, but only when material and spiritual things are placed in their proper perspective and we are more concerned about things unseen than we are things that are seen.  Let’s take a look at a few of the verses that speak about covetousness.  First, look in Psalm 10:3 where we see God’s attitude toward the covetous man.  For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth.  God abhors covetousness and those who are covetous.  
In Ecclesiastes 5:10, we read, He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.  What does this verse tell us?  Simply that those who are clamoring for more and more money even after they get it are never satisfied.  How delusive money is.  The Lord Jesus spoke about the deceitfulness of riches.  Some people think if they have plenty of money they have everything.  I could tell you of many cases of those I have met who have very little of this world’s goods, but they have peace and satisfaction in heart that millions of wealthy people know nothing about.  They have the assurance of salvation, and the certainty of someday seeing Christ face to face, and spending eternity with Him.  What greater possession could one have than this?  

Look at another verse found in Ezekiel 33:31.  And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as your people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness.  The prophet is speaking here of religious people.  They are in church on the Lord’s Day to worship God, but their heart is not in church.  They merely go through the motions.  They are like those of whom we read in 2 Timothy 3:5, having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.  They know nothing about the power of God because they do not know God.  Their lives are so filled and cluttered with earthly ambitions and money-making that they give little thought or no thought to God.  Any inclination they may have to worship is nothing more than a sham.  They are insincere, and as the result they are lost – lost from God’s goodness and grace.  Money is their God.  Business is their idol.  Even though they may make a profession of faith and declare that they are believers and followers of Christ, their interests and attitudes prove the opposite.  It is exceedingly doubtful if they have ever been born again.  
Now look at just one more verse.  Ephesians 5:5, For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Oh that we might take this to heart.  Look at the category we find the covetous man in: whoremongers and unclean persons.  One may be as pure as a human can be, as far as his morals are concerned; and yet, if he is covetous, God says he has no part in His eternal kingdom, and in the sight of the Lord this man is as wicked as the whoremongers and the unclean people.  Now this is not a very pretty picture, is it?  And yet, I believe these verses are in the word of God to remind you and me that we must put first things first.  
Has something come between God and you?  Do you have any idols, or is your heart fully yielded to the control of Christ?  Are you bound by an insatiable desire for money-making for selfish purposes?  You need not be rich to be covetous.  Just the desire in your heart is enough.  That alone will condemn you in God’s sight.  Now, should you not be one of the Lord’s children, I invite you to turn to Christ at this moment and receive Him.  He will change  your life, and He will give you a love for the things that really count.  Trust Him, friend, right now.

Blessed God, I pray that you will search out our hearts.  You are the eternal searcher of hearts.  We pray, Father, that you will move upon us to the end that Christ will have first place in our lives, for I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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