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News to Share

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you saw someone in a car wreck and seriously injured, and you were driving by, would you stop and do what you could, or just keep on going?  Well, people all around us have serious spiritual needs, but most Christians just pass them by.

When one amasses and accumulates wealth for himself and his own selfish interests, we call him a miser.  What an unhappy soul he is – never having learned the blessing of giving and sharing.  Do you know that there are a great many spiritual misers in the world?  They go to church week after week and receive of the riches of God’s word, but what do they do?  They keep it to themselves: never passing it on to the unsaved and the unchurched who need to hear about the Lord Jesus Christ.  

God says in 2 Corinthians 4:3, If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.  If we keep the glorious truth of salvation through Christ, we shall be saved; but those who are lost around us will not be saved.  God says, Let your light so shine.  We are to tell others about the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now if you have really met Christ and have the assurance of your own personal salvation, you ought to have a burning compassion to reach the lost for Christ.  Realizing what the Lord Jesus did for you in purchasing your redemption, you ought to be burdened and concerned about the lost.  The love of Christ should constrain each of us to reach out to our loved ones, neighbors, friends, and others, with the gospel of Christ.

We are told that 95% of our church members never witness to a person about Christ.  How pathetic.  Here are spiritual misers that have never realized the great truth of the Scriptures: that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  

Huber (the well-known naturalist) said that if a single wasp discovers food, he will return to his nest and report the good news to his companions.  Immediately they all sally forth in great numbers to partake of the fare that has been discovered for them.  Shall we who have made the greatest discovery of life be less considerate of those around us?  As believers in the Lord Jesus we have found joy, peace, and lasting satisfaction.  We have received Him – Jesus Christ – who can lead us and direct us safely through all the conflicts and confusion of life.  We must not keep this good news to ourselves if we are to advance and mature in the faith.

God says in Psalm 107:2, Let the redeemed of the LORD say so.  If you have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, don’t be a silent Christian.  Speak out for the Lord Jesus.  Take every opportunity to be a witness for Him.  God has need of men and women who will be unashamed to make Christ known to others.  I think of the great burden on the heart of John Harper to reach others for Christ.  He was aboard the S.S. Titanic on his way to accept the call to be the pastor of Moody Church in Chicago.  It is recounted that when the steamer struck the iceberg, Harper was leaning against the railing trying to win a man to Christ.  When the vessel began to sink, he helped others into lifeboats, but refused to enter one himself.  His theory was “women and children first, and the unsaved next.”  He even gave away his own lifebelt.

Sometime later, in Hamilton, Ontario, a young Scotsman (also a passenger on the Titanic) told his experience as follows:  I was drifting on a spar, and the tide brought John Harper near to me, clinging also to a piece of wreckage.  As I came near to him, he called, “Man, are you saved?”  I replied, “No, I am not.”  John Harper shouted, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”  The waves bore him away, but strangely not long afterward the waves carried him back hard against the spar I was clinging to.  And once more he called, “Are you saved yet?”  “No,” I answered, “I cannot honestly say that I am.”  Once more he repeated, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”  That was the last that John Harper had been seen.  Shortly afterward, he slipped beneath the waves.  There in the cold waters of the Atlantic, with two miles of icy water under him, the young Scotsman believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. He was John Harper’s last convert.  What a wonderful way to end one’s life: bringing a soul to the Lord Jesus. 
What a blessing would come to sleeping churches today if Christians would get a vision of the lost and witness for Christ.  There is no doubt about it: we would see a continuous revival.  In Psalm 68:11 we read, The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it.  The company of those who seem to be spreading the word is infinitely small compared with the number of people on our church rolls. God has His faithful ones, but the majority of our church members and many preachers are merely playing church rather than prayerfully trying to point lost souls and dying men to our living Lord.

Every Christian ought to be a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has endued us with the Holy Spirit to perform this essential ministry.  In Acts 1:8, He says, Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.  Is this mighty power to win the lost being wasted in your life because you never permit Him to operate?  The Holy Spirit desires to work through you.  But you must be willing.  God can use the humblest saint to reach the lost if there is a sincere and willing heart.  O, friend, open your heart to the will and plan of God for your life, and be a dynamic witness for Him.  God will use you, if only you will let Him.

And if you happen to be a person who has never yet received Jesus Christ into your life, let me tell you, you need Him.  You need Him very badly because if you were to die right now, you would go straight to hell.  You see, there is no stopping off place; there is no second chance.  There is only one way to Heaven, and that’s through Jesus Christ.  So don’t gamble your soul away.  Don’t take chances.  Come to Jesus now.  Say, “Lord Jesus, yes, I know I am a sinner.  I know I have done some terrible things, but that’s why you died on the cross.  You died for my sins.”  And the very moment you ask Christ to come into your life, friend, He will enter and cleanse you from all sin.  You will be made new by the grace of God.  You will be a new creature in Christ.  Oh, let Him work in your life!  Right now. He wants to do great and mighty things through you.  And then, be a witness!  Don’t hide your faith.  Go out and tell others that you’ve come to Christ, you want to be a testimony for Christ, and you want your light to shine; and tell them about Jesus.  It’s a thrilling opportunity all of us have as believers.  

Blessed God, how we praise You that in Your grace You allow us to be Your witnesses.  We have been chosen by You, and we thank You that You have equipped us with the power through the Holy Spirit.  May the power not be wasted!  Look upon each of us.  Give us a new vision, Lord – a vision of souls who need Jesus.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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