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     A Serious Obligation

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you were told that you suddenly became the heir to a property worth millions of dollars, would you share the news with your loved ones and friends, or keep quiet about it?  Well, I think the greater majority of you would share the news.  If you are a Christian, what about the good news that is worth infinitely more than a million dollars?  Are you sharing?

Some years ago there lived a zealous Christian young lady who had been an active and energetic witness for Christ.  One day she was the victim of a severe automobile accident.  For many weeks she lay on her back, her body almost completely paralyzed.  She failed to improve.  Finally it was realized that she must spend the rest of her life in bed in her paralyzed condition.  She did not give up, however.  She believed with all her heart that God had spared her life for a purpose.  Daily, she scanned the newspapers getting the names and addresses of needy souls experiencing distressing sorrows and tragedies.  With compassionate sympathy and understanding, she wrote letters of kindness to these afflicted ones, pointing them to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only One who gives lasting help amidst life’s difficulties.  Many responded and received the Savior, writing to express their gratitude to God’s servant.

One morning, about 15 years later, this girl was found dead.  There was the appearance of peace on her face, and a smile on her lips.  Paul’s wonderful words of 2 Timothy 4:7-8 described her perfectly.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me in that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.  Her funeral service was most unusual.  Pastor A. J. Gordon officiated, with her Sunday school class (of 15 years before) participating.  The church was packed with people from all walks of life, rich and poor alike.  Testimonies were given by scores of people attending – telling how they had been brought to Christ through this child of God who refused to be deterred from soul-winning in spite of her obstacles.

When we think of what this girl did to reach the lost, doesn’t it put many of us to shame?  We have healthy bodies.  We can go here and there, and yet we seem to do so little to try to win the lost to Christ.  Could it be that our hearts are cold?  Have we left our first love?  Let’s confess to the Lord, and pray for a burdened heart that we shall have a burning compassion to reach the lost for Christ.  May we daily pray the lines so ably written by the late Dr. Will H. Houghton:

Lord, lay some soul upon my heart

And love that soul through me

And may I humbly do my part

To win that soul for thee

I am convinced that one of the most opportune ways for believers to spread the truth is by means of gospel tracts.  Get a good supply of these attractive witnesses at your Christian bookstore, and distribute them freely.  Give them to clerks when you make purchases.  Tuck them in the envelopes with your check when paying your bills.  Leave them with tips for the waitress.  There are scores of ways to spread the gospel by means of these printed messengers.   A candy manufacturer has a tract enclosed in every box of candy he sells.  A druggist encloses a tract in every package that leaves his store.  You see, when a gospel tract leaves your hand, you never know whom it will reach; but God does, and He will use it for His glory.  Some years ago, Timothy Peach and his family were distributing tracts in Tokyo, Japan, where he was a missionary.  One of the multitude of passersby who took a tract was Mitsuo Fuchida, the man who led the attack on Pearl Harbor.  He became interested and was led to Christ by Mr. Peach.  Fuchida, later, became greatly used as a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Only eternity will reveal what God has accomplished through faithful and prayerful tract distribution on the part of those who have been using this wonderful method of spreading the gospel of Christ.

Well, whatever method we use to share Christ with others, let us be faithful.  People are perishing all around us.  Three out of ever four people in the world have never heard of God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ.  The Bible says, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  The Lord Jesus says, Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.  There are empty lives all around us who need to be told about the eternal Christ.  May God give us the courage and fearlessness to speak out for Him.

As I have been reminding those of us who know Christ to tell others about Him, I am aware of the fact that many who listen to my voice day-by-day have never definitely committed your life to Jesus Christ.  If you are one of these people, oh! I pray that you will come to Him soon.   How long are you going to wait?  God says in Isaiah 1:18, Come now.  Underscore that word “now.”  Come now, and let us reason together.  Day by day, you are drifting and failing to make your decision for God.  In His providence, the Lord has sounded warning signals all along the way, and still you have not responded.  If the motorist sounds his horn, you get out of his way, don’t you?  Yet when God warns you to flee from the wrath to come, you are indifferent.  God says, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ now.  Don’t reject Him any longer.  
You see, the Bible says, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  Well there isn’t going to be any sin in Heaven, and there will never be anyone in Heaven who has not been forgiven for his sin.  And the only way we can be forgiven is through what Jesus did on the cross.  He shed His blood: the blood that cleanseth from all sin, that you and I might be eternally saved.  So why do you wait?  What’s keeping you back?  God hasn’t done anything against you.  You have done many things against God.  But (you know) He stands with arms outstretched, and He says, I will forgive – I will forgive all the past; and not only that, He promises in His word that He will forget.  I wish I could forget some things.  I wish I could forget my life before I became a Christian.  I wish I could forget some of the things I said.  But I can’t.  These things stay with me.  But God can forget.  That’s one of the attributes of being God.  He can forget.  And He says I will forgive you, and I will forget; I will cast all your sins behind my back.  So come to Him, dear friend.  Trust Him right now as your Savior and Lord; and God will give you a new heart, and a new life.  What a joy to walk with the Lord.  
Blessed God, open many hearts, I pray, to the truth today.  May there be decisions for Christ.  Some have been waiting, delaying, procrastinating.  God, may they sign on the dotted line right now, I pray.  And may they receive the Lord Jesus as Lord of all, and we know life will change for them.  Things will change because you change things.  I pray this in the name of the Savior.  Amen.
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