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God Understands

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you are like most people, possibly you have wondered at times why God allows some things to happen as they do.  You may even be resentful regarding something He allowed to take place in your life.  Did God make a mistake?  Well, in a few minutes, I will answer this question.

There are many things in life that are difficult for God’s people to understand.  But I think one of the most perplexing is that of why a sincere believer who is walking with the Lord must suffer.  We can understand about the wayward child who is out of the will of God.  It is clear why suffering and affliction may be sprinkled on his path; but why the sincere, dedicated, yielded child of God must suffer is often extremely confusing.  Because it is confusing, I have known some believers to harbor inward resentment toward God.  They felt that since they did their best to obey Him in every respect (so far as they knew) they should not have such a confusing calamity thrust upon them. 
I knew a Christian couple who, for many years, walked with the Lord and served Him faithfully.  They sang together beautifully.  Though the gentleman had a full-time job, he used much of his spare time to share his faith with others and give out the good news of the gospel.  And these two people together sponsored a regular, weekly radio program to which they reached a vast audience.  One day, though the husband was only in his early 50’s, he was stricken with an illness and died very suddenly.  His wife never seemed to get over this.  It did something to her.  Ever after, she held resentment toward God.  She never seemed to understand how a God of love could allow this for a man who was a holy man, who loved the Lord, and walked with the Lord.  She lost the joy of her salvation, and stopped serving the Lord altogether.

Now I will admit that this case may be somewhat unusual; but yet, on the other hand, let me ask you, child of God, do you have any resentment in your heart toward God?  Do you feel as though maybe God isn’t treating you just right?  Now, be honest.  Have you ever thought, “God, why did you do this to me?  I’ve tried to do right by You.  Now look what You are doing to me.”  The Bible offers several examples of God’s servants who made this sad mistake.  
In Jeremiah, chapter 20, the prophet had a similar experience.  Jeremiah had walked with the Lord.  He practiced the word of God faithfully.  He felt constrained by the Spirit of the Lord to proclaim the truth in the temple: warning Judah of coming judgment for their sin.  Then Pashur, the priest (who should have encouraged and helped Jeremiah) struck him, and had him put in stocks in public humiliation.  Jeremiah directed his feelings toward God.  He was hurt.  He was confused and disturbed.  He felt that God had forsaken him.  He even said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name.  What he was actually saying was, “If God is going to treat me like this, He can do His own work.  I’m not going to be His spokesman anymore.”  
Jeremiah’s words were similar to those spoken by Elijah on Mount Horeb, when he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.  You see, Elijah was feeling sorry for himself, and yet at the same time he felt bitter toward God.  
This same evil tendency has affected most of us at one time or another.  Maybe God took a little child from your home, or maybe you have prayed for many months regarding some need, and there seems to be silence on God’s part.  It could be dozens of other things, but down deep inside you are saying “What’s wrong with God . . . where are you, God?  I’m doing my part.  Why don’t you help me?”  What happened to Jeremiah?  Was he successful in keeping quiet (refusing to tell of God and His great love)?  No, his attitude didn’t last very long.  He wrote in the 9th verse of the 20th chapter of his prophecy: But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.  Jeremiah had studied the word.  He knew the word, since he had the word stored up in his heart.  When he sought to do the wrong thing, the word of God convicted him.  He realized that any feeling of resentment toward God whatsoever was wrong.  He said, “I can’t keep quiet.  I must speak about God.”  He overcame his self-pity.  He realized that all things work together for good to them that love God.
Consider the apostle Paul’s experience in contrast to Jeremiah’s.  Paul had his share of affliction, persecution and misunderstanding.  In 2 Corinthians 11, he spoke about his labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  Then he went on to say, Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.  He continued listing the sufferings he had endured for Christ’s sake.  How did he react to these?  Did he say “God has been unfair to me; I will quit preaching; I will speak no longer in His Name?”  No.  He wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:16, Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel.  Paul realized that the hardships are part of the Christian life.  He knew that Jesus had said, In the world ye shall have tribulation.  But Paul also realized that Christ had said, Be of good cheer.  I have overcome the world.  
Dear Christian friend, we have nothing to fear.  God is on our side.  He never changes in His attitude toward us.  He says in Jeremiah 31:3, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.  This everlasting love is continuous, day after day, week after week, month after month.  There is never a time in the believer’s life when God is not showering His love upon us.  Hence we need not look at sorrow or adversity as calamities.  We must consider all of these things as opportunities to grow in the grace of God, and to have a greater understanding of God’s providence and love.  There must be no room for resentment: For though God permits the trial, He also provides a way of escape.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 2:14, Thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.  Did you hear that?  He always causes us to triumph in Christ.  And this is real victory, isn’t it!  Oh, He may not give us back our loved one in Christ who has gone to be with Him.  He may not return the money we lost.  But He says there will always be triumph; there will be victory.
Maybe there is something we need more than the loved one or something more than the lost money.  Maybe we need a greater hold on God.  It is possible that our experience with Him has been shallow.  He has spoken time and time again from His word, but we did not get the message.  Thus it has been necessary for God to speak in stronger terms.  Rely on Him in complete confidence – knowing that He loves you, and He has not forsaken you.  He wants to help you, but before He can help you, you must be willing to let Him.  After I go off the air, spend a few minutes talking to God.   Get things settled.  I would urge you, if there are any doubts about your own personal relationship to Christ, to be sure and do something about it now.  Tell the Lord that you are sorry for your sins; that you really want to know Him; you desire to obey Him.  He will hear you.  He will save you, and He will help you.

Father, I pray that You will look into many hearts and lives today.  You know those who have special needs.  You have promised to meet every need.  Thus I pray that you will undertake for Your people according to their needs.  For those who need a personal experience with Christ, may this be the day of their salvation, for I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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