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The Door is Open

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are many unhappy people in the world.  I hope you are not one of them, but if you should be, this could be changed.  Happiness has been made possible for everyone.  In a few minutes, I will tell you how it can be yours.

A little girl reached her highpoint in school when she was being initiated into the wonders of arithmetic.  Minus signs, plus signs and division signs had made a deep impression on her.  One day in church, she looked intently on a gold cross on the altar.  She whispered to her father, “What is the plus sign doing on the altar?”  In one way, she had her sign confused; but in a far deeper sense, she was absolutely right.  The cross of Christ is a plus sign.  The redemption pictured by the cross has put a big plus sign into life.  It has made men and women saints of God by adding the love of God to their lives.

It may be that you need this plus in your life.  Are you searching for something that will break the monotony of everyday existence, a satisfaction, lasting joy, inner peace, an unchanging hope, a perpetual thrill in daily living?  I heartily recommend Jesus Christ.  God says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  Whatever you may be looking for – life, joy, comfort, security – you can find it in Christ.  I urge you in these unpredictable times to receive Him into your life.

Perhaps you will say (like some people I have met), “I would like to be saved.  I would like to receive Christ, but I don’t know how.”  God has made salvation plain and simple.  I didn’t say ‘cheap’ because it was very costly to Him.  God sent His only Son to the cross to die for your sins.  But all we need to do is come to Christ, and receive eternal life.  In the Old Testament, we read in Isaiah 45:22, where God says, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.   How simple this is.  God does not tell us to work, to pray, to do good things.  He simply says, Look unto me.  What is meant by this?  Salvation is all ready for us.  We need only to come and receive what God has provided.  Have you received Christ into your life?  If not, ask Him to come in.  He will enter immediately.  In fact, He is more ready to enter than you are to receive Him (in all probability).  
In Revelation 3:20, He says, Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  You see, just open the door of your heart and welcome Jesus in.  He promises that He will come in.  To let Christ into your life means, also, that you will really commit yourself to His control.  Instead of running things, you will want Him to be the manager.  I assure you, He will do a much better job than you could ever hope to do.  

Salvation is not merely giving mental assent to propositional facts about the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is committing our lives to Him completely.  It’s like marriage.  You can believe all about marriage; read the books that are written about marriage; go to weddings of dozens of your friends, but none of these will make you married.  One of the most important requisites for a successful marriage is complete commitment to one’s mate.

This is exactly what’s involved in becoming a Christian.  It is complete commitment of one’s life to the control of Jesus Christ.  And I assure you, you have nothing to lose and everything to gain.  Since Christ is the Son of God, when your life is in His hands, it is in the best hands.  

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “I am unable to place Jesus Christ on a solitary throne.”  But nevertheless, regardless of what Mahatma Gandhi said, Jesus Christ sits on a solitary throne as the unique Savior of the world.  He is the light of the world; the door to salvation; the bread of life; the way, the truth, and the life.  He alone was virgin born.  He alone walked upon the water.  But though Christ is on a solitary throne, it is not an untouchable throne.  It can be reached by any of us, no matter how far in sin one may be.  Just the cry of, “Lord, save me,” is enough to bring Christ to the rescue so that the lost sinner can be lifted out of the depths of sin.  Friend, if you have not yet received Christ, I urge you to make your decision to receive Him promptly as your Savior and Lord.  Let me read a poem I found recently, written by Constance Calenberg:

There came upon the road of life,

A crossroads on my way

My soul had need to choose which path

I there should take that day

I paused to look and standing still

I heard the Savior’s plea

My life I gave that thou mightst live

My child, I died for thee

Another voice said come and dine

Come drink of sin thy fill

Come taste the potent brew of mine

Let me reveal its thrill

But as I saw the Master’s face

I bowed my head in prayer

And whispered Christ I take thee now

On thee I cast all care

I chose the narrow road that day

With Jesus by my side

A road which leads to Heaven’s gates

For ever with my Guide

The crossroads came, my choice I made

And since that day have trod 
The path of life with one divine:
The blessed Son of God

Will you make your choice for Christ, if you never have?  Pray this simple prayer.  Dear God, I have sinned.  I know I have sinned, but I know, too, that You died for my sin, and right now I receive you into my life as my Savior and Lord.  Now if you were to pray that prayer or one similar to it, you could be saved immediately.  How do I know?  The Bible says so.  We read in Romans 10:13, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Further in Acts 16:31, God says, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  That’s why I am saying to you: Take God at His word.  

What do you do after this?  Daily, read the Bible.  Spend time in prayer.  Tell others about Christ.  Be a witness for Him.  I hope that you’ll write to us and tell me that you made your decision today, so I can send you some helpful literature.

Father God, for those who turned to Christ today, lead them and guide them that they may grow in Your grace and be strong in the Lord.  For I ask in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, our wonderful Savior.  Amen.
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