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The Book of Books

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Hi, friend, it’s good to have you with us today.  I am Allen Blair, and I want to talk to you about the greatest book that was ever written.  This book means much to me because while reading it years ago, the entire course of my life was changed.

The Bible is altogether unique in its unity, its purity, its authority, and its power.  How important it is that every believer have a knowledge of the word of God: this supernatural book, given by God through men, that we might know the true way of life. 

William Lyons Phelps of Yale University said, on one occasion, “If it were a choice between a knowledge of the Bible and a college education, I would chose the knowledge of the Bible.  Other great men have spoken of this inspired Book in a similar manner.  

When one has a knowledge of God’s word, he can be useful and helpful to those around: he can comfort the sick and the sorrowing; but, most of all, he can point the lost to Christ.  I talked one time with a beautiful young lady who had just graduated from one of our secular colleges.  She was a Christian, but she knew little of the word of God.  I challenged her to give her life to the Lord Jesus Christ in full surrender and seek God’s will regarding her future.  She did this, and soon she went off to a Bible institute where she trained for three years, and was firmly grounded in the word of God.  After that, she was led to the mission field and for a number of years has been used to provide help for needy lives.  This young lady trained first to provide herself with an income.  But then she went to a Bible institute to study the word of God, that she might be useful and helpful to others.

A knowledge of the Bible equips Spirit-filled believers to point lost and dying men and women to Christ.  Small wonder God has said, Study to shew thyself approved unto God.  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, give yourself to the mastery of this Book.  Let the word of God get hold of you, as you seek to get hold of the word of God.  It is also necessary that believers study the word of God because it is this book that reveals sin to us.  You do not find too many books in our present day civilization that bring us face to face with sin.  Many of them are filled with things that suggest sin and defile our minds, but this is not true of the word of God.  In fact we read, wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?  And then the answer, By taking heed thereto according to thy word.  (That’s Psalm 119:9.)  The psalmist also said, Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  God says, also, The entrance of thy word giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple (or, really, “unto the humble”).  How we need the light that comes from this holy Book!  Living in the midst of a perverse and adulterous generation, we need divine light to walk in God’s chosen paths.  It is the word of God that gives us this light.  
Most of us have a pretty good estimation of ourselves.  We think we are alright.  But the more we study the word of God, the more we realize how far away we are from God’s standard of holiness.  God says in His word that all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.  It is the Bible that reveals to each of us our true self.  That is why we should take time each day to study this Book of books.  It reveals sin so that we might confess our sin, and get right with God.  

A friend told me of staying in a motel where he was surprised to see a Bible out on the bureau.  Usually Bibles in motel rooms are hidden in a bureau drawer, but here was one out on top.  My friend went to the owner of the motel and commended him for having the Bible out where it could be seen.  The motel owner thanked him for the kind words, and then said, “Do you want to know something?  I find when I keep the Bible out where people can see it, less of my towels are stolen.”  Well that seemed to be a new use for the Bible.  But it is true!  There is something about this Book that makes people stop and think.  It makes us aware of sin.  
Consider, too, the comfort the Bible gives.  All of us who have read and reread the Bible have found that the verses have spoken comfort and peace to our hearts many, many times.  Where in all of the literature of the world could you find anything like: I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I wilt guide thee with mine eye; Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you; They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint; Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee.  Think of the thousands upon thousands that have been encouraged and helped by these wonderful words from God’s word.

Oh! The power of the word of God.  What comfort it provides, and what joy it gives to our hearts.  This being the case, why don’t we read it more?  Why do we not study it faithfully – musing on the great verses of its sacred pages?  If you are a Christian, I urge you to be certain that you have a time every day for the reading and the study of God’s holy word.  It is important that you go to the word of God each morning to get needed nourishment for your soul. It is also important that it be read in the home, in the presence of your family for a time of family devotion.  May I suggest, too, that you memorize portions of the Scriptures.  Get God’s word into your heart so that you’ll never forget it.

Now if you’re not a Christian, you need to look at a verse like Romans 10:13.  Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  After you get saved by receiving Christ into your life, the Bible will have meaning; but until then, it will be a closed book to you.  That’s why I urge you to let the Lord Jesus Christ enter your life.  Then go to the word of God and see for yourself what the Bible will do for your life, as you permit the Christ of the Bible to live through you.  but, friend, I advise you not to wait.  Don’t put off this necessary decision of coming to Jesus Christ.  People do this all the time, and they never get to Him.  Christ never becomes their Lord.  That’s why I am urging you at this moment to say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, and I know I need to be saved, and I want to be saved.  And, right now, I trust you, Jesus, as my Savior and Lord.”  I guarantee you on the authority of the word of God, if you make this decision in the name of Jesus Christ, He will enter your life never to leave.  I hope you’ll do it. 
Father God, I praise You for the Book that has meant so much to me personally (and to many, many thousands of people down through the ages).  I pray, Father, that all of us may have the desire each day of our life to get up early, and get into the word.  For those coming to Christ, I pray that you’ll lead them by Your Holy Spirit, and may the feed on the truth of your word, that they may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Saviour, in whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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