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           A Poisoned Mixture 

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you were enjoying a glass of orange juice which would be good for you, and suddenly someone added poison to it, would it still be good for you?  Well this is what some of the religious leaders are doing with the Bible.  They are mixing some Bible truth with the poison of unbelief, and trying to make it spiritually palatable.

In one of our law courts, there occurred an incident which is worthy of note.  A counsel was asking questions of a witness and (among others) this was asked, “Was the wife’s Bible on the dressing table?” and, either on account of the way in which the question was asked, or the way in which the answer was given, there were sounds of laughter in the court.  Then, in sternest language, the judge interposed, and uttered these memorable words: It is bad form to raise a laugh about that Holy Book.  
I do not wonder that in the next morning’s issue of the daily paper there appeared in large type, “A JUDGE’S STERN REBUKE.”  They are words that deserve to be printed in big type and to be well remembered:  “It is bad form to raise a laugh about that Holy Book,” and then the judge added, “If there is more laughter, I shall order the court to be cleared!”  I cannot help but feel that this judge is needed in some of our churches today.  I believe there is more need for his sharp and bold reproof in them than probably where it was delivered.  
There is something worse than raising a laugh about the Bible, and that is to undermine it: to repudiate it; to explain it away; to describe it as a book of myths, as is being done in schools, and in some seminaries and churches.  This is a tragic evil.  And on every hand we find those who profess to be Christians active in their attempt to wreck and destroy the faith of young and old alike.  

A professor from a theological seminary was to meet a professor of one of our well-known universities (an avowed atheist) in public debate on the subject of religion.  The university professor was against all religion, and he flayed orthodox Christianity (in particular) unmercifully.  He attempted to demolish all faith in the Bible and Christ.  At the time of the debate, the seminary professor began his speech by saying that anyone who came expecting a debate would be badly disappointed, “Because,” said he, “I believe more in what the professor believes than in what the orthodox Christians believe.”  And he closed his part of the so-called debate by saying, “It is my belief that in a few years we will have an entirely new religion that will replace Christianity, and be far better for this modern age than orthodox Christianity.”

This helps us to see how far apostasy has gone in some of the seminaries.  This is not true of all seminaries, nor is it true of all professors in our seminaries; but, in many cases, it is true.  Isn’t it tragic that these men who profess to be leaders (authorities on matters of truth) are nothing more than deceivers!  The Lord Jesus warned of such in Matthew 7:15, when He said, Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  These men pose as prophets of God.  They appear to be holy and sanctimonious authorities in the realm of religion, but inwardly their motives are selfish – proven by their vicious attacks on the teachings of the word of God.
One of our popular secular magazines made a survey of 100 seminary students from eight denominational seminaries.  The result showed that only 44% believed in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ; 29% believed there is a real heaven and hell; 46% believed that Jesus ascended physically into heaven after His crucifixion; 2% were interested in such subjects as “original sin;” and only 1% were convinced that there will be a second coming of Jesus Christ.  Many of these young people are pastors of churches now, called by their congregations to shepherd the people and lead them in the way of the Lord.  Unless they are willing to believe God’s word, and the truths taught therein, how can they lead their people in the way of the Lord?  Is not all of this a very obvious sign of the last days prophesied in the word of God?  In the 4th chapter of 1 Timothy, beginning with verse 1, we read, Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times, some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.  Well, friends, we are living in these last days with defection on every hand.  So-called ministers of the gospel are failing to proclaim the entire counsel of the word of God.  We need to pray for these men that they will have a revival in their own hearts, and come face to face with the realities of God’s eternal word.

A Christian relates that she and a friend were driving to a meeting.  As they passed a certain church, she stopped, and said, “Isn’t this a lovely old church?  I used to belong here.  So did my parents.  It was out-and-out forgotten.  The minister preached the whole Bible.  The Sunday school was full and had a waiting list of godly people anxious to teach.  The present minister says he only believes part of the Bible, and that the church must keep up with the times.  But they can’t get enough teachers today to teach the small number of children who attend.  And look on the bulletin board.  It says a fashion show will be held on Wednesday night.  That’s prayer meeting night.  But they don’t have prayer meeting in my old church any more.”

What our friend saw in the transition of that church many of us have seen in our communities.  We can remember when there were God-fearing men in our pulpits, proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ.  Souls were being saved; lives were being changed; hearts were being established in the infallible truths of God’s holy word.  But the situation is different today.  In many cities, one must travel for miles before he finds the Bible taught and the Scriptures proclaimed in their entirety.  It may be that today I am speaking to someone who at one time knew the gospel and believed the gospel, but over the intervening years, you have turned from the truth.  Your heart is hungry.  You are in great need today.  Be assured, there is no substitute for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
The apostle Peter declared, Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.  Jesus Christ is the way.  Complete commitment to Jesus Christ is the answer.  The apostle Paul said, For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;  Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  Why be deceived?  Why be turned aside to something or someone else?  Jesus Christ is the Son that gives light. 
During WWII, when supplies became scarce in Central Europe, German authorities offered the people substitutes of all kinds.  Wives coming to the store had to by flour substitutes, meat substitutes, and so many other kinds of substitutes, that they began to loathe all these unbearable substitutes.  We are living at a time when many churches are offering substitutes for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In these days of great stress, I tell you, we need a solid foundation.  This is no time for spiritual substitutes.  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 3:11, For other foundation can no man lay, that that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Christ is the solid rock.  Build yourself upon Him.  Establish all you have upon Him.  

And should you not know Christ, I urge you to trust in Him as your Savior and Lord at this very moment.  There is no salvation apart from Him.  You need Him.  He died on the cross for you.  He rose again that you might have life.  He lives today as the man in glory, that you might be eternally saved.  So come to Him, right now, as we pray together.

Blessed Lord, our hearts go out to those who are blinded by Satan: preaching they know not what; empty, shallow, unfounded messages that are not based upon the true word of God.  O Father, help these men to see the light.  May they see the light before the darkness really comes.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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