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  The Reality of Christmas

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
For many people in the world, instead of being a season for happiness and great joy, it is a time of sadness and sorrow.  Well it need not be, for the message of old is still very real: And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

I don’t know what Christmas means to you, but to me it is one of the most beautiful seasons of the year.  I especially appreciate the Christmas lights that grace our homes and places of business.  I know there are some Christians who ridicule this and classify it as mere tinsel.  To be sure, for many people this is all it is.  But on the other hand, these lights suggest to me the Lord Jesus Christ, who in John 8:12 declared, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  All these beautiful lights I see seem to impress this message upon my heart.  And though they are the lesser lights, there is a true Light, which (as John tells us in John 1:9), lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  You and I are living in a world of spiritual and moral darkness, but this Light is still shining and it will continue to shine.

There are also some Christians who militate against even any suggestion of a Christmas tree.  Well I respect these dear people, but personally I appreciate a tree with its glistening lights.  There are many stories available as to the origin of the Christmas tree, but I like the one related to Martin Luther.  While he was walking under a star-studded sky on Christmas Eve, he was so impressed that he sought for a way to bring home the beauties of God’s heaven.  His heart was gripped with the thought of a large tree gleaming with candles.  One was cut down and appropriately trimmed, which delighted not only his family, but also the many guests who visited the home.

Certainly we would have to conclude that this thought in the mind of Luther was by no means paganistic.  I feel somewhat the same way when I look at a tree gleaming with lights.  I think of the glory of the Lord and His beauty shining forth amidst a deluded and degenerate world which so greatly needs the Son of God.  It reminds me, too, of His wonderful birth.  Civilization was at a low ebb.  The philosophers had run the gamut of humanism.  There seemed to be no adequate answer for the ills of mankind.  But as we are told by Paul, in Galatians 4:4, God provided the answer:  For when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  Though in despair and without hope, as the result of God Himself coming into the world by means of a virgin birth, mankind could reach up to God and find reality.  Ever since the birth of the Son of God into the world, this has been true.  Amidst the sham and hypocrisy of the age in which you and I live, there is a way of escape – not simply “a” way, but the Way: through trusting and believing in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

I have known of people who have asked the question, “What is God like?”  I tried to explain to them that this question was answered long ago when God sent His Son into this world to reveal deity.  Jesus is God, the very God.  Christ came not in a creed of philosophy, but as a person.  He declared in John 14:9, He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.  When you receive Christ as your Savior and Lord, you discover what God is like.  For Jesus reveals Him in all of His purity and holiness, and in all of His grace and love.  He changes our lives.  He makes us like unto himself.  He gives strength to overcome temptation.  He gives victory in the hour of defeat.  
This is the kind of God we find in Christ.  This is the total meaning of Christmas.  Actually, Christmas is not the shepherds, Bethlehem, the stable, and the wise men.  Christmas is Christ, and Christ is forgiveness.  All of our sins were nailed with Him on the cross.  We are guilty, but as He said of His executors, so He says of us:  Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.  There is eternal forgiveness in Christ for any one who will look to Him with the eye of faith.  This is God’s way of salvation.  “It’s too simple; too easy,” you declare.  Well, not really.  Actually there is nothing simple or easy about it.  When you consider that the Son of God left the glories of Heaven to come to this earth with all of its wickedness, to give Himself to die on a cross for our sins, I say to you, “That is not easy, nor is it simple.”  This is profound, and if you will give it some thought, you will come to the same conclusion.  Christ paid a phenomenal price for your sin and mine.  When you stop to realize that by simple faith – trusting in Christ – you and I are delivered from all the guilt and power of sin, I say of our God, “How Great Thou Art.”

You would have thought, after Christ proved Himself, that the people of His age would have embraced Him immediately; but (like many of our own age) they were indifferent to Him, and finally hostile.  So that (we read in John 1:11) He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But the next verse (verse 12) provides hope, but as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.  
At this wonderful season of the year, which is one of joy and blessing for many, many people, I wonder if you have experienced the real meaning of Christmas.  Is Jesus Christ your Lord?  
Father, help us to see the glory and the beauty of Jesus Christ your Son.  May the light of His countenance reflect to every listener to this broadcast – that the darkness may be expelled as Christ is received as Lord of all.  I pray this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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