Why Doesn’t God Heal Me?

Does God always heal the bodies of Christians when they pray?  Has He promised this in the Bible?  Much is being said about physical healing these days.  Testimonies are given as to God’s mighty miracles of healing, even from the dreaded malady of cancer.  Scriptural support is offered relative to the assurance for healing such as Isaiah 53:5, With His stripes we are healed.  And, Psalm 103:3, He healeth all thy diseases.  We are told further that miracles of healing are dependant upon the believer’s faith.  The words of Christ as found in Matthew 9:29 are often sited.  According to your faith be it unto you.
 Lest I be misunderstood, let me state it as emphatically as I can, God can and God does heal.  There can be no question about that.  Anyone who knows and understands the Bible would have to admit this.  But I raise the question, is it always God’s will to heal?  Some would answer this question by exclaiming, “Most definitely.”  They would tell us if one is not healed, the problem is the faith on the part of the believer.  If more faith had been exercised, there could have been healing.  The problem is clear.  There is not healing because the person did not believe enough.

 Does God heal everyone who has enough faith to be healed?  The record does not seem to indicate this.  Some of the most godly men and women of faith I have known in all my years of ministry have carried illnesses to the grave.  As I consider these dedicated believers, I cannot for a moment entertain the thought that they did not believe enough.  Recalling some of these friends, I think of the long days in which they lived in constant pain.  Yet, they never complained.  Day after day they had only praise for God’s mercy and grace.  Their afflictions were used as stepping-stones to greater maturity as they walked by faith and not by sight.  Hundreds of lives were blessed and influenced because of the patient endurance on the part of these suffering ones who gave glory to God for every ounce of their tribulation.  People came to know Jesus Christ because of what they saw in these dedicated believers who knew how to rest in the Lord in spite of their afflictions.

 Suffering is often a much needed instrument which God uses in our lives to enable us to enjoy His best.  Without suffering, who of us would have any interest in God?  Many of us found Christ in the midst of our affliction.  God does not use suffering to punish us but to correct us.  The Bible says, for whom the Lord loveth, he corrects.  Who of us does not need correcting at times?  Frequently, the Lord does this with suffering.  For this reason, suffering in the believer’s life is never an adversary, but the fulfillment of the divine will and purpose of God.  God’s ways are not always made known to us.  Sometimes He chooses to heal, while at others He teaches us patience and other needed lessons.

 In 2 Corinthians 11 Paul tells of some of his miraculous deliverances from suffering.  But in the next chapter, the apostle sought the Lord three times, entreating God for deliverance from his thorn in the flesh.  The Lord’s response was, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).  God did not provide deliverance from the thorn in the flesh; instead He gave Paul strength to bear it.  He expressed his gratitude to God for this by saying, Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Though he did not experience a miracle at this time, he praised God for the power manifested in his life.  Can we say God did not perform a miracle because Paul did not believe enough?  This had to be the will and plan of Almighty God for his servant, resulting in a new measure of God’s power in Paul’s life.

 While none of us really wants to suffer, if left to our preference we would choose healing, yet we need to be reminded constantly that there is nothing greater or more important for any of us who are in Christ than the perfect will of God.  If suffering is our lot, it is the result of divine love and grace.  The same God, who in His love permits the suffering to come into our lives promises in Deuteronomy 33:25, As thy days, so shall thy strength be.  There will never be a time for any of us when we shall exhaust the reservoir of God’s strength.  There is always more to come, regardless of how heavy the load may be.  In Hebrews 12:2 we read of Christ, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross.  How can there be joy in a cross?  To the worldly-wise, this is impossible, but not to the child of God.  Christ endured the cross with joy, knowing that it was the Father’s divine plan.  There are times when we must endure suffering.  Deliverance may not be God’s plan.  But with joy in our hearts, we can praise Him and give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.  God makes no mistakes; His will is being done on earth as it is in heaven.  He is sovereign and He is Lord.

Andrew Murray used to remind himself of four things whenever he faced suffering.  First, God brought me here.  It is by His will I am in this straight place and in that fact I will rest.  Second, He will keep me here in His love and give me grace to behave as His child.  Third, He will make the trial of blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends me to learn.  And fourth, in his good time he can bring me out again; how and when, He knows.  So let me say, I am here by God’s appointment, in His keeping, under His training, for His time.  This is a splendid attitude to have during suffering.  There need be no fear for God is sufficient.

The apostle Paul actually sought God to allow Him to suffer as we read in Philippians 3:10.  That I may know Him…and the fellowship of His sufferings.  He understood the value and need of suffering in his life.  He realized that through suffering, the Lord makes us strong in the faith.  Most of us overlook this.  Paul also tells us with confidence that suffering worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.  Jesus said, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit (John 12:24).  Will you not agree that, oftentimes, God uses suffering in our lives to help us to die to our selfish desires so we might become alive to His glory and power?

 Probably more important to all of us than healing, is the need for complete reliance on God while believing Him for all things.  With full confidence in Him, we can face surgery, terminal illness, bereavement, or whatever he allows, knowing that always, all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.  Thus, heed the truth of God.  Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. (Proverbs 3:5,6).

A young man was in a serious car wreck.  The next day as his doctor approached him in his hospital room, the patient asked, “Doctor, how long do you think I will be in the hospital?”  The wise reply was, “Only one day at a time.”  This was not only an answer, but also a needed message.

How long must we suffer?  Only one day at a time.  Trust God.  Believe Him.  He promises, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews 13:5).  If you have not received Christ as your Savior and Lord, He longs to enter your life so you may discover peace and assurance in Him.  I hope you will seriously consider receiving Him at this moment.  He died for your sins and rose again so you might have everlasting life.

