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A Good Question

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Who is Jesus Christ?  Well I suppose if I could hear your answers, there would be dozens of different view points.  But, actually, who is He? and what is He like?  Well in just a few minutes we shall see.

A return missionary was dictating some letters to a public stenographer.  In the midst of the dictation, the stenographer stopped suddenly, and asked, “Who is Jesus Christ?”  The missionary was startled.  In a moment, however, the situation began to dawn on her.  She realized that in the letter she had been dictating she had frequently mentioned the name of Jesus Christ.  She had spoken of Him so intimately, so naturally, and in such an engaging way, that the stenographer had been deeply impressed.  The language was new to her.  It gripped her.  Finally, the question could be restrained no longer.  She stopped taking dictation, and impulsively asked, “Who is Jesus Christ?”  

The missionary laid aside her work.  For some minutes, she spoke of One who is very real and dear to her.  She was not talking of a dead Jesus, but of a living Lord.  The inquirer listened with open-mouthed interest.  When the missionary finished, the girl said, “I never knew before that Jesus Christ was anything other than a good man who lived some 2,000 years ago.”

Well, my dear friend, who is Jesus Christ to you?  To some, He is only a grand subject for a painting; a heroic theme for the writer’s pen; a beautiful form for a statue; a thought for a song.  But to those who have believed on Him, and received His pardon, He is music, warmth, light, joy, hope, peace, and (greatest of all) eternal salvation.  He is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother, who always helps us when others try to put us down.  We may go to Him with all our troubles and cares.  He is always ready to alleviate our suffering.  At all times, He looks to us with the same smile, and ministers to us with the same compassion.  Who like Jesus can pity a homeless orphan?  Who like Jesus can welcome the prodigal back home?  Who like Jesus can deliver the drunkard from his drink?  Who like Jesus can illuminate the darkness of death?  Who like Jesus can release the addict from his drugs?  

Jesus Christ is distinctly different from everyone else born into this world.  His parents were poor.  He had no unusual advantages from the human point of view.  He had no army.  He conquered no kingdoms.  He owned no real estate.  He had no bank account; neither did He write books, or paint pictures, or compose music.  He was mocked by the great, and died a criminal’s death.  Yet, He revolutionized the entire world.  Multitudes have lived and died triumphantly through His power and strength.
A well-known sports writer gives testimony to the might saving and sustaining power of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He says:

I have covered sports events all over the world.  I am over the 35,000 mark in newspaper assignments.  It has been somewhat of a thrill to interview world champions in their moments of triumph, a President in the White House, a European king on his throne, to rub elbows with the great and mighty in the realm of athletic, business, and statesmanship; but all of these are here today and gone tomorrow.  I am happiest of all that I know intimately and personally, by faith, Him who is eternal.  
The greatest thrill of all is the privilege of knowing the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior from sin.  The world’s celebrities (blazened across the headlines) enjoy a brief moment in the spotlight, and then fade.  Jesus Christ said, Lo, I am with you always.  He is an ever-present friend.  He is as near to me as my hand.  He can hear my every whispered word.  
In this world of decay, Christ gives me real joy and abiding peace and eternal hope.  I can honestly say that life would be meaningless, purposeless, and bitter, without Him.  How did I meet Him?  When I realized that I, too, came under the category of a condemned sinner – For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God – I simply believed that He died on the cross for my sins.  
I am so happy that the greatest message ever given to man was meant for me, as well as for everyone else who will accept Him; For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life . . . For by grace are ye saved through faith.  As a newspaper man who has seen every side of life, I know that the Lord’s way is best.  I commend the Lord Jesus Christ to everyone.

This sports writer’s testimony could be multiplied by countless thousands of happy souls who have found life and peace through Jesus Christ.  How can this be?  Because He died for our sins; but more than this, He rose again.  Today He lives in His resurrected body at the right hand of God the Father.  He longs to give joy and blessing to all who will believe on Him; for He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  
Have you come to Him?  What do I mean by that?  Have you, by faith, invited Jesus Christ to enter in to your life as Savior and Lord?  I hope you have: because the old saying is true, “Procrastination is the thief of time.”  Don’t allow delay to rob you of the blessing of being fully prepared both to live and to die.  Only Jesus Christ can prepare you.  If you never have, invite Christ to become your Lord at this very moment.  

I have had people write and tell me they did that upon my suggestion, but nothing really happened.  Well, what were they expecting?  I don’t know.  Making a decision for Jesus Christ is a spiritual experience.  Usually, nothing happens at the time; but afterwards, that’s when things really happen: a new outlook, new courage, new interests – oh, there is so much!  I urge you to find out for yourself.  Don’t take my word for it, but get into the word of God.  Read the gospel of John and see what Jesus says, and get the message He has for you.  But if you are ready to make your decision, do it now.  Bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.”  And He will meet you right where you are.

Father, I praise You for new life in Christ.  It is my prayer that there will be some to experience this life by calling on Christ today.  In whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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