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Keeping Clean


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It is said that cleanliness is next to godliness in the care of the physical body, but in relationship to the spiritual I think we could say, “Cleanliness produces godliness.”

If you were going to have a special guest in your home for dinner, would you put a dirty plate before him?  Well, I am quite sure you would be extremely meticulous in making certain that everything was spotless.  If you are a child of God, I wonder if you are as careful about your life as you are a dirty plate.  Do you go to God in prayer each day with a spotted character?  If you do, you certainly must grieve Him: for I read in 2 Timothy 2:21, If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use.  Now I realize that God is Sovereign, and He is not dependent on any of us to accomplish His purposes.  Up to a point He can use anybody in any condition.  He has even used godless people to fulfill His purposes in the world.  But one thing is certain:  He never uses His people to the fullest unless they are made usable.  If we harbor little sins in our lives, we are not useable.  We become stumbling blocks – not only to the work of God, but to the unsaved people around us.

Maybe, however, you have been inflicted by that horrible disease that seems to afflict so many of God’s people.  It is called spiritual pride.  Many Christians never see their own sins.  It is always someone else’s.  They never recognize their own guilt.  The other person is always wrong.  A great preacher said one time, “Of all the people in the world, save me from the person who has never done anything wrong and knows it.”  It is tragic but true that some of the Lord’s dear children are of this kind.  Confessing a fault does not seem to be in their list of virtues.  Never do you hear them say that they are sorry they were so stupid, so short in temper, or anything like that.  As for making mistakes, they never seem to have made any.  And so they never retrace their steps.  If they do something wrong, they simply explain it away, and excuse themselves with due dignity.  What should have been a confession is merely an explanation.

Now I think all of us would much rather see a person who loses his temper come and say, “I am sorry I lost my temper.  Satan got an advantage and there is no mistake about it.”  How much blessing is lost in the body of Christ because we fail to confess our faults one to another?  And, of course, when we neglect this injunction, we usually fail to pray one for another.  There is no question about it:  There would be greater power in the body of Christ, and we could see a mighty movement of God, if each believer would face up to the evils in his own life.  And if (when it involved a Christian brother or sister) we were to go to that one frankly admitting that we had sinned against God and our brother in Christ, we could be well-along the road to revival.  But most of us are so proud that we refuse to bend.  Satan is winning the battle in our life because unconfessed sin is being harbored.  Paul gave Timothy worthwhile advice in 2 Timothy 2:22 when he said, Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace . . .  Believer in Christ, we are to follow righteousness, the Scripture says.  We can’t follow righteousness without making a break from sin.  
Those around us who have never come to Christ admire a Christian who can back up what he says by a consistent godly life.  This being the case, there will be times when it will be imperative that we do what Joseph did if we are to maintain a consistent life for Christ.  It is no disgrace to run away from evil desires.  It is a case of discretion being the better part of valor.  An army must learn how to retreat as well as how to advance in its warfare.  The Christian soldier should not only know how to stand fast in the faith and hold fast, but he needs to know how to run fast from all fleshly lusts.  Joseph didn’t stay around when tempted by a godless woman.  He ran fast.  Well that’s what Paul says, Flee also youthful lusts.  Get away from them.  Stay away from them.

What a contrast Samson was to Joseph.  He was one of the judges in Israel – a man of exceptional strength.  He was greatly used of the Lord.  It is difficult to understand how one so strong in the Lord could be so controlled by fleshly appetites.  Here was a man who stood true to God in a day of apostasy.  Yet he showed great weakness in his relationship to Delilah and his submission to her.  Samson was a Nazarite from his birth, and his long hair was an outward evidence of his dedication to the service of the Lord.  His strength lay in that consecration, but we see this mighty man of valor (who had done so much by way of exploits in the Name of Jehovah) in the lap of Delilah, his hair shorn, and his strength gone.  Truly we can say, How are the mighty fallen!  
But we may be sure there is always a Delilah standing by who is ready to cut off our strength if we fall asleep in her embrace. There is the Delilah of prayerlessness, of spiritual indifference, of neglect of Bible reading and study, of failure to witness for Christ, of flirting with sin, or a critical spirit, of bitterness toward others.  There are many Delilah’s around.  But remember, if we are the Lord’s – if we are in Christ – we are called to be a holy people.  First Thessalonians 4:7 tells us that God hath not called us to uncleanness, but unto holiness.  You say, “Well, I know this, but the temptations are too great.”  But what about 1 John 4:4, where God says, greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world ?  Jesus Christ will give you all the strength you will ever need to overcome any sin, if you will trust Him for it.  

Never expect to fight sin with the flesh.  If you do, you will be (of all men) most miserable.  We can only stand against sin in the strength of Him who won the victory over sin.  When Jesus cried out on the cross, It is finished, this was a glorious triumph over the power of sin.  When Paul said, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me, I am sure he had in mind (among other things) victory over the power of sin.  As children of God, we need not live on the lower level.  We can live in the heavenlies because of our all-conquering Christ.
Maybe there is something you ought to deal with at this very moment.  Get alone with the Lord.  Tell Him all about it.  Confess your weakness.  But at the same time, take hold of this promise found in Isaiah 41:10, Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  

Father God, I thank You for the sure mercies of Jesus our Lord.  He has promised that anyone who comes to Him will never be turned away.  May some come just now and trust in the all-sufficient One: Jesus our Lord.  In whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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