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The Burning Bush

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I want you to think about an unusual miracle today.  In fact, it is the only one of its kind in the history of the world, as far as I know.  Stay tuned as we think about this unusual phenomena.

I want to read two verses from Exodus, chapter 3, where (in verses 1 and 2) we are told of a bush that burned but was not consumed.  Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.  Now here was a most remarkable phenomenon.  A bush that kept on burning, but yet it was not consumed.  Even more remarkable than this was the fact that a voice was heard speaking from the bush.  Who was it that spoke from this bush?  In verse 14 of Exodus, chapter 3, we are told that it was I AM.  Now who was I AM?  Well, if we turn to the New Testament, we read of Jesus Christ, who said, I am the way . . . I am the bread of life . . . I am the rock . . . I am the Light of the world . . . I am the good shepherd . . . I am the resurrection and the life.  It was Jesus Christ who spoke from the burning bush. 

May I remind you that Jesus Christ speaks today in like manner as He spoke years ago!  Not from a bush that burns, but from a book that burns.  The book is the word of God: the Bible.  In Jeremiah 23:29 we read, Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD.  Ah, yes, this Book is as a fire.  For centuries, wicked men have sought to extinguish its flame, but it continues to stand as the word of the living God.  In the 3rd century, Diocletian tried to exterminate the book.  Later, Celsus tried to undermine the message.  The astute Porphyry hurled his venom shafts against it.  Later, Hume (with rare subtlety) wielded potent weapons.  He said, “Me thinks I see the twilight of Christianity.”  Well he was wrong.  He mistook the sunrise for the sunset. Voltaire flung his arrows tipped with poison at the Book.  Tom Paine tried to drown it in his infidel ink.  Ingersoll flung quiver full after quiver full of arrows of scorn and sneers at it.  But the Book remains as the bush that burns but is not consumed.  It is an impregnable Book that cannot be shaken or shattered.

We read in Isaiah 40:8, The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.  Let me ask.  What makes this book the Book that it is?  How is it that it is different from every other book in the world?  For the simple reason that the burning bush was different from every bush in the world: Christ was in the bush, and Christ is in the Bible.  He speaks from the Bible as He spoke from the bush.  Any one who wants to know what the Bible says and teaches must turn to Christ who manifests His glory throughout the word of God: the Bible.  If you would have the fire of God burning in your soul and in your heart, then you must get near to Him who is the only One who can kindle the flame: Jesus Christ.  As you spend time in the word of God, you will actually be spending time in the Presence of the Son of God.  

In 1 John 1:1, we read, That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.  John saw Christ, touched Christ, and heard Him speak; but you and I have the same privilege as we study the Scriptures.  For Christ is revealed in the Book.
Do you know why we have so many cold, disinterested, complacent Christians in our churches today?  They are not spending time in the word of God as they should.  They have no fire in their hearts because they are not taking time to meditate on the Book that is filled with the fire of God.  
Meditation is a lost art in our day.  I read in the 1st Psalm of the “blessed man” of whom it is said (in the 2nd verse) in his law doth he meditate day and night.  How few of God’s people are taking the time each day to meditate on the Scriptures.  One reason we fall into so many of the devil’s wicked ways is because we are not well-versed in the truths of God.  Jesus said, in Matthew 22:29, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.  How many mistakes we have made simply because we have not sought the guidance of God through His word!  How frequently we have been without the power of God in our labors for Him because we have not taken the necessary time to study to shew ourselves approved unto God, workmen that needeth not to be ashamed.  After all, those who are accomplishing the most for God in our day are those who are men and women of the Book.  
But before I close, let me say that until you take Christ into your life, the Bible is a closed Book.  You must be saved to understand the word of God.  If you have never repented of your sins, and invited the living Christ to become your Lord, you cannot understand the message of God.  Jesus said, in Matthew 11:25, Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto babes.  Unless you are willing to be born again, you cannot comprehend the truths of God’s word.  If you have not done so, will you take Christ into your life so that the word of God will begin to burn in your heart?  God wants you to come to Him.  He sent His Son to the cross to die for your sins that you might have everlasting life.  The price has been paid.  The door is open so that you might enter.  

Will you come, right now?  Christ is waiting.  In fact, He probably has been waiting for  you for a long while.  Remember when you went into surgery?  You had thoughts in your mind of getting right with God, but you didn’t do anything about it.  Remember when your wife left you?  You then said, “Well, I’ve been headed in the wrong direction; I’m going to have to get straightened out here.  I’m going to church next Sunday.”  Well, you went a few Sundays and nothing happened.  Friend, let’s get serious.  Let’s face reality.  Now is the time to make the change.  Turn to God.  Say, “Lord, I’m sorry for my sins.  I realize you died for every one of my sins.  And because of that, I come to you now and claim you as my Savior and Lord.”  God will enter your heart, never to leave.  He will change your life, and what used to be difficult for you will now be a joy and a blessing to follow through.  God will meet you.

Heavenly Father, I praise You for those who are listening; and I pray for those listening without Christ, that they will come to Him at this moment.  May they say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me!”  We know You will hear and answer this prayer.  For those of us who know You, grant that we may take the time we should each day to study your holy word.  May we get into the Book so we can know the Book.  I ask these things in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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