(Tape No. 376)

    Safety on the Journey

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you realize that there is a God who loves you and longs to help you, whatever your situation?  He asks nothing from you other than complete and unreserved submission to Him.  Now this is a small price to pay for such a vast return, isn’t it!
In the wonderful 121st Psalm, we find the verbal expression of the pilgrim traveler overflowing in praise to God for His power and grace.  The psalmist seems to express four great thoughts:  God’s greatness; God’s watchfulness; God’s thoughtfulness; and God’s exactness.

The Psalm was sung by the Jewish pilgrim after his long, precarious and tedious journey to the holy city Jerusalem to participate in the feast days.  It could be the song, also, of the true believer as he makes his journey through life’s uncertainty to the New Jerusalem when he will see His Savior face to face and sing of the great truths found in the verses of this psalm.  Now notice first God’s greatness.  Verses 1-2:  The declaration of verse 1 appears in the Hebrew in the form of two questions.  After traveling many miles through the dangers of the night, as he neared the well-protected and great walled city of Jerusalem and saw the mighty Mount Zion, the pilgrim traveler shouted, “Shall we lift up our eyes unto the hills?”  This was to ask, “Shall we trust simply in that which we can see?”  Then there was the second question.  Wence cometh my help?  Did this help come from human sources?  Who brought him safely to the holy city of Zion?  With bursting and rapturous acclaim, he cried out in the words of verse 2, My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.   This is to say, “My God goes beyond that which I can see; my God is a great God: the One who made the heavens and the earth.” 

This is the God every true believer in Christ worships.  When we look about us, often we are filled with anguish as we make our pilgrimage to the New Jerusalem.  Considering our limited strength and ability, we are prone to become fearful.  But if we are willing to look to our great God, we shall be filled with hope.  We, too, will say, My help cometh from the LORD.  He provides faithful, sufficient and constant help.  Whatever the need, He is there to provide for His own.  He is always available.  Whatever the situation, if we trust Him, help will be on the way.  And, to be sure, it will arrive at the appointed time.  You know, God is never late.  When we need it, help will come from the Lord who made heaven and earth.  He will not fail.

Now, next, we see God’s watchfulness.  Verses 3-4:  He will not suffer thy foot to be moved.  In our treacherous journey through life, there may be occasions when we might slip and fall; but God prevents this.  In the Hebrew, this statement is in the form of a prayer: “May He not suffer thy foot to be moved.”  You and I need to pray this prayer constantly.  This is the thought Jesus expressed in Matthew 26:41, where He said, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.  We are surrounded by temptations.  There are slippery paths all around, but God can keep us from falling if we rely upon Him.  He is ever-ready to help.  

Now in verse 3 of Psalm 121, God says, He that keepeth thee will not slumber.   The word for “keep” appears six times in this psalm – though in the last three instances it is translated “preserve.”  The God who keeps us never takes time out for sleep.  He will not slumber.  Even though it may appear that He is slumbering at times, He is not.  We are assured in verse 4 that He shall neither slumber nor sleep.  Actually, this means that He will neither doze, nor be found in sound sleep.  A guard may sleep at his post because of long hours of duty.  A sailor may fall asleep at the wheel of his ship.  Even a mother may doze by the bedside of her sick child, but God never becomes weary.  He is never inattentive.  He never closes His eyes to the needs of His people and the desires of their hearts.  

In verses 5 and 6 we see God’s thoughtfulness.  The One who is spoken of in the previous two verses as the “never slumbering One,” is now seen as the believer’s keeper.  The LORD is thy keeper; the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.  The Lord is your keeper.  As you walk through the valley of the shadow of death, as you face the uncertainty of the future, as you experience the untold misery of the hour, He is your keeper at all times.  You need not faint, nor weaken.  
Notice His special thoughtfulness for you.  He is the shade upon thy right hand.  What is needed more than shade when under the tropical sun?  Shade gives protection from the glaring light and burning heat.  Man, left to himself without Christ, must bear the pain and anguish of the heat and light of trial all alone; but when he knows Christ, God puts a shade over him, and protects him.  This is true.  The sun shall not smite thee by day nor the moon by night.  God’s thoughtfulness is made known to His own throughout every minute of every day and night.

Finally, in verses 7-8 we see God’s exactness.  The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil.  Notice this does not say “some” evil, but all evil.  Do you fear a certain temptation which plagued you before you were saved?  Are you afraid it may return?  Trust the Lord, and His marvelous promise.  He will preserve thee from all evil.  Furthermore, the psalmist says, He shall preserve thy soul.  Are you concerned that you might fall back into your old paths of sin, or that you may once again be lost and never reach the New Jerusalem?  Fear not! for He shall preserve thy soul.
Well the climax is seen in another great statement:  The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.  From the moment of our conversion when we begin to serve Christ, until we enter into His Presence in the New Jerusalem when we shall be with Him forever, He will preserve every moment of our lives.  My! what a marvelous truth.  

Be reminded that the promises we have considered are for those who have had a personal experience with Jesus Christ.  But you may say, “This psalm was about Jehovah.”  True.  But there must be a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ if we are to know the Lord Jehovah.  Jesus said in John 14:9, He that has seen me has seen the Father.  If you never have, invite Jesus Christ into your life right now; and then, continue your pilgrimage with Him, and claim all the truths found in Psalm 121.  Trust Him for all things.  Believe Him for all things.  For, I guarantee you, He will never fail you.
Our Father, we pray that some will turn to the Savior today.  We know without Him we are helpless.  We are helpless in everything we do.  But with Christ we can do all things.  I pray that some will enter into the joy of salvation, as they say, “Jesus, come into my life, and save me.”  I pray in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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