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The Action Line

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
John Wesley was heard to say, “Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the people you can, as long as you can.”  

I read something not long ago that really got through to me.  Our fruitage for Christ reveals our rootage in Christ.  This simple statement tells us quite a story.  It explains why thousands of our churchgoers never get involved in serving Jesus Christ.  Now they may be good listeners and faithful attenders, but they are poor fruit bearers.  There is no question about it.  In many cases it is the problem of no root.  They have never met the Son of God and claimed Him as Lord of all: for when one comes to really know Christ, he gets concerned about the work of Christ.  

No one is ever the same after a Holy Spirit conversion.  Following that experience, he should have an earnest desire to get on the action line for the One who saved him.  Serving Jesus Christ will be one of his top priorities in his concern to honor Christ.  He will say, in the words of the Lord Jesus, I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
I well-remember an evangelistic meeting when a dear brother was called on to pray.  One of his petitions to God was, “Dear Lord, bless every one who is pushin’ and pullin’ for this meeting.”  Well I thought to myself then (and I have thought it many times since):  I want to keep pushin’ and pullin’ for Jesus Christ.  Tens of thousands of God’s people are needed who will do the same.  

Many centuries ago, the prophet Amos wrote, Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.  Too many professing Christians are at ease when it comes to being on the action line for God.  They are occupied with their own interest, with little regard for the millions who need Christ.  I have even known some Christians who lamented the fact that they had too much time on their hands.  They hoped for something to do.  If they were to fall in love with Christ, and begin to occupy themselves with eternal matters, never again would they face the problem of too much time.

We who know the Lord need to be up and moving for God.  Wherever we look these days, there is a word that seems to be crying out to all of us:  Opportunity.  The opportunities to serve Christ are unlimited, but wherever there is an opportunity, there is also a responsibility.  Many opportunities are slipping by because too few of God’s people are taking hold of the responsibilities.

In His high priestly prayer in John 17, Jesus prayed to the Father, saying, As thou has sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  Why did Christ come into the world?  Certainly not because He was seeking a better life!  His became a life of misery that culminated with a spiteful crucifixion.  He came not to do His own will, but the will of the Father.  And what was that?  To make possible eternal life for everyone.  You and I are here to spread this message of Truth.  We are told in 1 Corinthians 3:9, that we are labourers together with God.  Have you ever known one who has been truly a laborer who refused to work?  The very word laborer suggests hard work, doesn’t it?  We are God’s laborers.  This includes every believer.  No one is excused.  If you will read the 12th and 13th chapters of 1 Corinthians, you will see very clearly that God has work for every member of the family of God.  Whether one has few or many gifts, there is a job to do.

An old stone mason used to tell that when building a wall he would use little stones as well as big ones.   And then he would add, “The little stones are as important as the big ones.”  Well the same is true in the body of Christ.  No member is considered insignificant.  Every believer is important in God’s eyes.  Thus it is necessary that every believer fulfill his responsibility of doing the work the Lord has assigned for him.  If he shirks his responsibility, the job may not be completed.  This is why it is so essential that we determine the gifts God has given to us, and then utilize them to serve and honor Christ.  Maybe you have sensed your need of doing more for the Lord, but you don’t seem to have the time.  How does one find time to serve God?  Well, it all comes down to putting first things first.  We must determine who and what is more important in life than anything else. 

A well-known Christian industrialist was asked how he could afford to take so much time away from his business to do the preaching he did.  Well his answer was short and to the point. “If I make the Lord’s business my business, He will make my business His business; and all will be well.”  That’s certainly true.  When we make God’s business our business, He will make our business His business; and all will be well.  Do you realize that God’s business is your business?  In 1 Samuel 12:24, you (as a believer) are exhorted to fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your hear;, for consider how great things he hath done for you.  Suppose God were too busy to heal our bodies when we are sick?  Suppose He had no interest in listening to us during our financial distress?  Stop and consider how great things He hath done for you.  Then get involved, and in His power, begin to do great things for Him.  You see, it’s a two-way street.  God never intended that you and I keep taking from Him.  We must give also.  Above all, we must give ourselves to Christ.

He said in John 12:26, If any man serve me, let him follow me.  To follow Christ is to submit to His will and leadership.  It is to allow Him to be Lord of all.  When He is, it will not be a chore to serve Him, but an enjoyable privilege.  Until Christ reigns within us, however, we shall have little desire to serve Him.  The motivating force for serving Christ is love.  This is why Jesus asked Peter, Lovest thou me more than these?  It was not that Christ was trying to discover if Peter loved Him.  Christ knows everything about all of us.  He knew Peter had a need of which the disciple was not aware.  Peter was extremely impetuous.  His problem could only be overcome by more love for Christ.  So Jesus proceeded to lead Peter into an experience of full submission.  The result was that Peter yielded completely, and became a mighty evangel for God. 

What about your love for the Savior?  Have you grown cold, or maybe your heart has never really been warm for Him.  You know only selfish living.  Christ was not selfish.  He died for you.  What are you doing for Him?  Get on the action line.  Be busy for God.  And should it be that you have never received Christ as your Savior and Lord, He stands at the gate of your heart, awaiting entry.  Receive Him.  And then, serve Him.  Discover the abundant joy of a fruitful life.

Our Father and our God, there are so many lands to be conquered, and we are so slow to move.  Motivate us that we shall be men and women of action and not mere talk.  Through the Holy Spirit, do a work in us I pray.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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