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Money Can Be Dangerous

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Everybody recognizes the value of money, for all of us need money.  Often, however, the fact is overlooked that money can be dangerous to one’s welfare.  Many people did not realize this until it was too late.

When the tomb of Charlemagne was opened several hundred years ago, the once great man sat on a marble slab – clothed with royal robes.  A scepter was in his lifeless hand.  On his knee lay a New Testament, and his dead finger pointed to the words, What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  While Charlemagne had not conquered the whole world, he had the major portion of the civilized world under his power.  Whether his soul was lost is not for us to say.  But of what profit was that part of the world which he had gained when death ushered him into the unseen realm?  How much better to have possessions which shall never pass away!

There are many in our present-day who give little thought to the possessions which shall never pass away.  While they burn out their lives seeking to gather worldly treasures, they miss that which produces everlasting happiness.  How tragic it is to see some people placing all the emphasis on that which will soon pass away.  Little do they realize where the true values of life are found.  Their emphasis seems to be on the lesser things instead of the more important.

All of us would do well to heed the warning given by Christ as we find it recorded in Luke 12:15.  Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  In other words, real living is not found in temporary riches, but in eternal riches.  Following this warning in Luke 12:15, our Lord told about a foolish, wealthy farmer who had an abundance of crops.  He gloated over his great harvest.  The disturbing factor was that he did not know what to do with it all.  Then the thought came, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But as he thought upon this shallow philosophy, suddenly a voice was heard.  It was the voice of God, declaring, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  After Jesus told of this incident, He added, So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
There are many people like this wealthy farmer who are mastered by their greed; who need to be liberated from their empty and shallow living.  It has well been said that it is not all gold that glitters, for there is a burden of care in getting riches: fear in keeping them, temptation in using them, guilt in abusing them, sorrow in losing them, and a burden of account at last to be given concerning them.

Christ, on one occasion, spoke about the deceitfulness of riches.  Few there are who realize how deceitful money can be until it is too late.  Even God’s people have been deceived by the false security of money.  There are many believers putting the emphasis on the wrong things.  The apostle John wrote in his first epistle, chapter 2, verse 15:  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  
I recall the young, Christian couple who worked long hours each day to get all the money they could so they could by a $150,000 home.  They skimped and saved as they sacrificed for this home, and the beautiful furnishings that would go on the inside.  But after they finally achieved their goal, they discovered that the home did not provide the happiness they thought it would.  These poor people were deluded by the world which John spoke about.
In contrast, I think of another young couple who had a vision of the work of Christ, and were concerned that boys and girls find Christ.  They, too, worked hard to earn money.  But for what?  That they might invest in a Bible camp for the training of young people.  They poured out their lives and invested everything they had to reach young people for Christ.  Did they discover happiness?  You may be sure they did!  They found real joy in the scores of transformed lives they had witnessed.  This young couple mastered the world, while the other was overcome by the world.

I wonder how it is in your life.  Are you on the winning side, or are you defeated?  Have you found the joy of sacrificing for Jesus?  What peace there would be if all of those who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ could see their possessions not as goals in themselves, but as a means whereby they might manifest the love of Christ to those who need new life through Him.

Did you ever stop to realize that if a believer is unfaithful in the use of God’s money, that the Lord will not trust him with spiritual riches?  This is the reason why many Christians are spiritually poor.  Listen to what Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21.  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
Could it be that you are a believer in Christ, but devoid of the satisfaction and happiness one should possess in Christ.  The reason may be your failure to use God’s money (which He has entrusted to your care) to the best advantage.  Maybe you are mastered by money: giving no thought to Christ.  If so, I urge you to consider the brevity of life.  Soon, you see, you must face your Creator and Judge.  It is important that you open your heart to the Son of God.  That’s why I invite you to let Him become your Lord, and find in Him what money could never begin to provide.  He is ready.  He wants you to come to Him.  He paid the price for your sins on the cross.  He died; He shed His blood; He rose again.  He did all of this for your personally.  Well you say, “He did it for everybody.”  Well, that’s true, but it is just as so He did it all for you.  And He loves you, personally.  And He wants to save you, personally.  Will you at this moment just bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I thank You that You died for my sins, and I receive You as my Savior and Lord.”  God will enter your life never to leave.  Let Him become your Savior, your Lord. 
Father, I think of some today who need eternal life.  I pray that You will in Your own way reveal to them the treasures of Christ, that they may build upon the solid rock and not sinking sand.  For Your people, help us to give to Your work in a manner pleasing to You so that we shall not be tempted by uncertain riches.  This I pray in Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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