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Liquid Danger


              Dr. J. Allen Blair
One of the worst evils to ever confront humans is alcoholic drinks.  Who could number the tragedies in life resulting from alcohol!  Many of you listening to me are suffering from the affects of alcohol.

The liquor business is the only business I know of that keeps a one-sided ledger; that deals with receipts and ignores legitimate expenditures:  It takes the profits and leaves the expenses to someone else.

A pastor tells that in one year he buried three young people who had been killed by alcohol on the highways.  At not one of those funerals was there a representative of the business that killed them.  They did not pay the funeral expenses, nor look after the survivors.  Now, if it had been an airplane accident – the fault of the airline – the airline officials would have been there.  Had it happened in an industrial plant, their representatives would have been there.  The liquor business grasps its privileges, but takes no stock of its obligations.

A bar owner was heard boasting, “I have made thousands of dollars during the last three months.”  “You have made more than that,” quietly remarked a listener.  “What do you mean?”  “You have made homes wretched, and women and children poor, sick, and weary of life.  You have made my two sons drunkards.  You made the younger of the two so drunk that he fell and injured himself for life.  You have made their mother a broken-hearted woman.  Oh yes, you have made much more than I can imagine, but you will get the full account someday.”  Well, many of us could add similar accounts of tragedy and sorrow as the result of the liquor industry.  
Regardless of where you look, you see the devastating and sorrowful affects of alcohol.  Look to Birmingham.  A driver, who has emptied the poison of the bottle into his veins, finds it difficult to avoid oncoming traffic.  Suddenly there is the sound of screaming tires, the splintering of glass, and the grinding of metal.  The drunk sobs dazedly as the ambulance arrives to take from the other car the mangled body of a well-known Christian woman.  This scene can be multiplied tens of thousands of times in cities across America.  Alcohol is no respecter of human life.  
Look to San Francisco.  A man has taken some drinks and is now parked by a city playground, enticing two small girls into his automobile.  Taking them to a wooded section, he makes them draw straws to see which comes first.  Then, before the horrified gaze of each, he brutally assaults the other.  Witnesses testify that this man was a splendid character when he was sober.  Liquor has no respect for little children.  
Look to Evansville.  A young husband on his way home from work stands at a bar, watching his wife down her liquor.  Mournfully he proceeds home to find his two children hungry and cold.  Because their mother spends all her allowance for liquor, they have to go without the necessities of life.  Out of despondence over his wife’s failure, the young man takes the lives of both children; then turns the gun on himself.  Returning home, the young mother found this note tacked to the mantle, “I gave the children their choice and they said they would much rather go with me than stay with you.  I hope you see their faces in every glass of liquor you drink.”  Liquor has no respect for the home.

Everywhere alcohol has gone it has left in its wake nothing but pain, misery, agony and death.  Can you tell me of any other single thing that has caused more tears and more sorrow?  Do you know of any other single force that has done more to destroy homes, impair lives, and ruin souls?

Benjamin Franklin, the wise philosopher, remarked, “No man ever drank happiness into his home, or God into his heart.”  Gladstone (one of Britain’s greatest prime ministers) said, “The four great scourges of mankind have been drink, war, pestilence, and famine; and drink has been more destructive than war, pestilence and famine combined.”

A disturbing factor in our nation is the amount of drinking being done by young people.  A highly financed and scientifically conducted survey in Nassau County, New York, reveals that 90% of the 29,000 high school students (under 18 years of age) drink.  It was revealed that they began drinking by the time they were 16 years of age.  Not one of them could legally buy a bottle of beer for personal consumption, yet 90% of them drank.  In Cleveland, Ohio, though it is illegal to sell liquor to minors, two-thirds of all the alcoholics have been drunk before the age of 18, and 80% have been drunk before they were old enough to enter college.  Those of us who know will agree that Cleveland is no worse than any other American city.  
In Pasadena, California, the noted psychologist and sanatorium director, Donald McLean, told social workers that 59% of all alcoholics began drinking before or during their early 20’s, and accept “heavy drinking” as normal during their late 20’s.  When we consider the prevalence of alcohol in the lives of our youth, it is not difficult to find the cause of the rapid increase of murders, rapes, and crimes of violence.  The Bible says, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
The use of alcoholic beverages is purely a matter of gratifying the lusts of the flesh.  God tells us if we live for the flesh and ignore the claims of the Spirit, we shall die in the flesh.  In Proverbs 20:1, God says, Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.  Millions have been deceived by wine and strong drink.  Of course, behind it all is the great deceiver of humanity: the devil himself who, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour.  Satan would destroy every human – he would keep them blinded to the goodness and glory of God.  He desires to keep them bound in the shackles of sin.  Alcohol is a tremendous aid to Satan as he performs his wickedness of deceiving and destroying lives.  
But someone asks, “Did not Jesus turn water into wine at Cana?  And did not Paul suggest that Timothy during his illness take a little wine for his stomach’s sake?”  There is no reason in the world to believe that this was intoxicating wine.  For many centuries, the unfermented juice of the grape was called wine.  I believe this is what Jesus provided at Cana.  It was the unfermented juice of the grape that Paul suggested to Timothy during his illness.

Actually, wine is spoken of in the Scriptures 261 times.  In 151 instances, a warning is given; in 71, both warning and reproof; in 12 places, wine is referred to as venomous and poisonous; and in 5, it is expressly forbidden.  Do you think God would condemn intoxicating wine 261 times and then provide it at a wedding dinner?  God hates it!  And those who love Him should hate it too.  They will desire to bear a testimony for Christ at all times.  They will abstain not only from evil, but from the appearance of it (as the Bible exhorts).  Maybe you have already been trapped by the evil of alcohol.  I need not tell you about the sorrow it produces.  You know all about that.  You need Christ, friend.  Christ can give you deliverance.  Trust in Him; believe in Him.  He can change your life, and He can take away the desire for alcohol.

Blessed Lord, give victory today to every believing heart, I pray.  May some who are slaves to alcohol find deliverance through Jesus Christ our Lord.  In whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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