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The Open Line


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
A little boy was asked to tell what prayer was.  He thought for a minute, and then said, “Prayer is talking to somebody who isn’t there.”  Well anyone who knows anything about it will say that prayer is just the opposite.  It is talking to Somebody who is very much there.

Several years ago the worst drought of the century devastated large parts of South Africa and extended up into Kenya.  Many thousands of cattle perished, and the plight of millions of native Africans facing death by starvation was extremely grave.  The situation was indeed desperate.  It was at that time that the God-fearing government sanctioned a nation-wide day of prayer for rain.  Shops, offices, and banks were closed as the prime minister and the president led the country in fervent, intercession to Almighty God.  What was the result?  On Wednesday, January 19, 1966, 24 hours after the nation-wide prayer meeting, scattered rains broke the long drought in many parts of South Africa.  In one of the worse affected areas, three inches fell in one hour.  God demonstrated His faithfulness in response to humble, believing prayer. 

But the privilege of prayer is not for Africans alone.  It is ours.  We can take every thing to God in prayer.  Of course, right here, I should make it clear that to be able to reach God in prayer, one has to know God.  And the only way to know God is through His Son Jesus Christ.  And I mean by this we must take Christ into our lives.  We must be saved and really know Christ as our Savior and Lord.  If we have met this requirement, and if we are living in fellowship with Christ, we have the right at any time or at any place to call on His Name with the assurance that He will hear us and answer.  

Now let me repeat.  It is impossible to reach God in prayer unless we pray through Jesus Christ.  We are told in 1 Timothy 2:5 that there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.  Christ is the go-between.  After we come to know Christ as Savior and Lord, then we have this unusual privilege of calling on God in prayer.  The door is never shut.  In Proverbs 15:29 God says that He heareth the prayer of the righteous.
Some time ago, our newspapers carried the story of a woman who lived in California.  About 2 a.m. on a Saturday morning she was awakened by the sound of scratching at her front door screen.  Tiptoeing into the living room, she was horrified to see the form of a man outlined against the light of the street.  He was cutting a hole in her screen, trying to get to the lock.  Hurriedly, she returned to her bedroom, picked up the telephone and dialed the police department.  After two short rings, a voice at the other end answered, “All of our phones are busy.  Please be patient and hold the line.  This is a recording.”  The woman panicked.  She hung up and tried again, but still the impersonal voice informed her that the best help she could receive for the moment was a recording.  By now the sound at the front door was more persistent.  She began screaming at the top of her lungs.  Porch lights started to come on at neighbors’ houses, and the would-be intruder fled into the night.

I am citing this incident just to say that there may be times when you cannot get through on a telephone line, but if you are a child of God having believed in Jesus Christ, at any time you have a direct line to God.  There is never a time when you cannot get through to Him.  There are no recordings.  There are no busy lines.  Whenever you pray, your petition will reach the ear of God. 

Do you invest time each day talking to God in prayer?  Some people only turn to the Lord in prayer when they need something or they want something.  They use prayer as a kind of emergency measure.  We should take time daily to wait before the Lord – letting Him talk to us while we take the time to talk to Him.

I have known some people who have said, “I don’t always feel like praying.”  This could be very dangerous.  It’s a sad spiritual state when we don’t take time out to pray.  Of course, it is not as bad as the person who says “I can’t pray.”  Such a person is either deceived or confused.  It is not a matter of ability, but desire and willingness.  Often the person who claims not to be able to pray spends time in lengthy conversations with people – which reveals the fact that his statement is a lie.  If he can talk with another person, he can certainly talk with God – that is, if his heart is right with God.  The basis for the statement, “I can’t pray,” is “I don’t want to pray.”  “Don’t want to,” “Can’t,” or “Don’t feel like it,” is all the same.  This reveals a coldness of heart with a pressing need to fellowship with God.  If there was ever a time when a person needed fellowship with God, it is at the precise moment he desires not to pray.  To put it succinctly, when you don’t feel like praying the least, you need prayer the most.  Of, to say it another way, if you don’t feel like praying, you ought to call on God until you do feel like praying.  Prayer is to the spiritual state what air is to the physical.  You wouldn’t last long physically without air.  And, I tell you, your spiritual life in the same manner demands prayer.  

God gives us a wonderful invitation in Jeremiah 33:3, where He says, Call on me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.  To be sure, many Christians are not seeing the great and mighty things spoken of here simply because they are not meeting the conditions.  They are not spending the time they should calling upon the Lord.  Now what I am speaking about is not just a few muttered words before we climb into bed at night.  I am talking about fellowship, fellowship with God.  When you have fellowship with a friend, you converse with him – you enjoy yourself.  Well the same should be true in your experience with God.  Take time to wait on the Lord.  Your heart will be blessed, and you will see the great and mighty things. 
And if you don’t know the Lord, come to Him right now.  God is ready.  The door is open.  Jesus is the door.  He says, “Enter in and be saved.”  I hope you’ll come to Him.

Father, I ask that You will remind us of the importance of taking time to lay all of our burdens and needs at Your feet.  None of us is strong enough in our own strength to face life as it is.  We need You.  We need You every hour.  With the disciples of old, we petition You to teach us how to pray.  And for some listening who cannot pray because they have never received Christ, may they take Him into their lives at this moment.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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