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        God Will Forgive


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Is there anyone who cannot turn to God and be forgiven for all his sins?   Not on your life.  God’s grace and love is extended to every repentant sinner.  Hi there!  This is Allen Blair for Glad Tidings, and I hope you will stay to hear more about God’s unquestionable and unlimited forgiveness.

In Psalm 86:5, we read of an offer no one should overlook.  It reads, For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.  What a thrilling promise.  Just to think that God will completely forgive us of all our sins, if we turn to the Lord Jesus Christ and trust in Him.  Here it is – written as clearly as could be stated.  God is ready to forgive at any time, irrespective of what we have done.  At the same time, it matters not as to what the severity of the sin is, for God is plenteous in mercy.   There is enough mercy to cover every sin, but there must be the sincere desire from the heart of the repentant soul; a willingness to get right with God.  The forgiveness is available, but it never becomes applicable until the repentant believer calls upon the Lord Jesus Christ to receive it.
D. L. Moody used to tell of his brother who left home at an early age.  Moody’s father died suddenly, leaving a number of small children whom the mother had to rear alone.  One of the older boys decided that he could make his fortune all by himself.  So he ran away.  For many years, nothing was heard of him.  Sometimes it seemed as though his mother’s heart would break.  Often times, after the children went to bed they would lie awake and listen to the roaring of the wind and storm, thinking the brother was out in the cold somewhere.  Maybe he had gone to sea?  And while they were all snug in bed, he might be keeping watch on the storm-beaten deck?  Perhaps he was climbing the mast in the darkness and the storm?  Frequently the mother sat up to pray for her lost boy.  One summer afternoon (long after) when the mother was growing old and her hair was turning gray, a dark-sunburned man with a heavy black beard was seen coming in at the gate.  He came up under the window first, and looked in as if he were afraid there might be strangers living in the house.  
He had stopped at the churchyard (it was learned later) on his way to the village to see whether there were two graves, then went around and knocked at the door, and the mother opened it.  Years of hardship and exposure to sun and storm had made him strange, even to his mother.   She invited him to come in, but he did not move or speak.  He stood there, humbly and penitently; and as a sense of gratitude began to overwhelm him, big tears found there way over his weather-beaten cheeks.  By those tears, the mother recognized her long lost son.  He had come back at last.  “Oh! It is my lost son,” she cried, “My dear son!”  She entreated him to come in.  He would not cross the threshold until he confessed his sin and heard from her lips which had prayed so often and so long for the sweet assurance that he was forgiven.  “No,” he said, “I cannot come in until you forgive me.”  
Now do you think that mother kept the boy outside until he had gone through a long list of apologies, penitence, and prayers?  Not at all.  She drew him to herself at once.  She made him come in.  She forgave him all and rejoiced over him – even more than over the other children who had not been away.  This is the same manner in which God forgives all the prodigals who come to Him and believe on Jesus Christ His Son.  In John 6:37, we read the words of the Lord Jesus who said, All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  There are no exceptions to this.  God makes it clear: if the sinner comes to Him, He will in no wise cast him out.  He will receive him, and forgive all his past.

In Isaiah 43:25, God says, I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.  Praise God!  He not only forgives the past, He forgets the past.  You and I cannot forget.  There are many past sins and failures that we would like to forget, but we are human.  It seems like so often we remember the things we want to forget, and forget the things we want to remember; but God can forget whatever He chooses, and the Bible is true: He chooses to forget all our sins.  It has been said that God pardons like a mother who kisses the offense into everlasting forgetfulness.  Rarely will a mother ever hold a grudge against a repentant child.  God never does – under any circumstances.  He forgives completely.

Now what is the grounds for this unlimited forgiveness?  It is the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  This is why Christ went to the cross.  He did not die as a martyr.  He did not die because He had to die.  He chose to die of His own volition.  He laid down His life for you and me that we might become the possessors of everlasting life, with the assurance that God has forgiven us of all our sins.  Someone has put it this way:  Forgiveness is the most beautiful word on the Bible because it kindles the most beautiful light in the face of God, and in the countenance of man.  It is the most beautiful word because it is the costliest word.  Before God would pronounce it, Christ had to die on the cross.  Thus God can forgive you of all your sin because Jesus Christ His Son suffered the penalty you rightly deserved.  Christ’s death on the cross was complete (in every sense of the word) to pay the price for your sins.  What then is left for you to do?  Turn to God.  Tell Him you are sorry for all the sins you have ever committed.  Ask Him to save you through Christ His Son, and I assure you that He will save you immediately.

Let me ask you now.  Have you ever turned to the Lord Jesus Christ and claimed this wonderful forgiveness for your sins?  God said in Psalm 145:18, The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.  You see, you have to be sincere about this.  If you really mean business with God, God will do business with you.  God is near you at this moment.  And if only you will go to Him, He will save you and give you everlasting deliverance from your sins; but you must respond to His grace.  He will not force you to come.  He will not make you come.  You must want Him.  You must desire to have Him in your life.  God has endowed you with this freedom of choice.  Of course, you don’t have to go to heaven.  If you choose hell, this is your God-given privilege; but could any one be so foolish when God offers everlasting life, righteousness, happiness, peace, joy, and ultimately Heaven!  How ridiculous for anyone to live for the flesh and choose hell.  Oh I beseech you, my dear friend, come to the Lord.  Call upon Him.  Wherever you are just pray this simple prayer, “Dear Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I confess my guilt to you; but I know, too, that Jesus died for me.  And right now I receive Him as my Savior and Lord.”  Then I hope you’ll write to us.  Tell us that you received Christ today as the result of this broadcast, and we shall send you some helpful literature free.

Father, for those who have come to You through Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, lead them and nurture them and guide them into a church where they will be built up and strengthened in the faith through the faithful teaching of your holy word.  This I ask in our Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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