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Don’t Be Deceived

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
We are living in a mixed up world with confusion all about us.  Many people are confused about the truth of God’s word.  Often the blame can be placed on those who are supposed to be our spiritual leaders.

Several Protestant ministers were invited for a panel discussion before a group of college and university students who were concerned about the various religious ideas of their day.  One of the ministers was a distinguished liberal preacher who appeared to not only be embarrassed but irritated by some of the questions that were asked.  The students were somewhat upset by the inconsistencies evidenced in the theology of this liberal preacher.  Especially were they critical of his ideas about God.  Finally, one of the students stood, and asked very bluntly, “Do you think God is finite or infinite?”  The minister’s reply was equally blunt, and somewhat caustic, “Why of course I believe that God is finite.  He is limited by the actions of men.  In this enlightened age, how can any intelligent person still believe in an infinite God?”

Well this statement made by this liberal theologian prompts several questions:  What right does a man like this have in the ministry of Jesus Christ?  How can one who puts God on the same level with humans expect to lift a fallen race to the glory of the infinite?  The God of the Bible is not a weak, dependent, compromising creature as we humans.  He is almighty, all-sufficient, all-knowing.  We read of Him in Psalm 8:1, O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!  And in Psalm 19:1, The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork.
Our God knows no limits of any kind.  What the liberal preacher had to say about God reminds me of several verses found in 1 John 4.  First notice verse 1:  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  Did you hear that?  Many false prophets are gone out into the world.  Some people are of the opinion that only those who have nothing to do with the church are false prophets.  Well this is erroneous.  There are hundreds upon hundreds of false prophets in churches these days, preaching in the pulpits.  These men, in most cases, prevaricate by implication and evade the truth in every possible way.  Practically everything they say and do denies their ordination vows.  They willingly accept the money of their congregations – enjoying a comfortable living (which is generally far above what they could earn in business or industry) – while at the same time denying the doctrines and beliefs of the people that support them.  
But somebody asks, “How can we tell whether or not our preacher is true to his ordination vows?”  Well the test is very simple.  Of course there are other things to be considered, but basically here it is as found in 1 John 4:2-3.  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every  spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  Now what does this mean: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God ?  This verse is speaking of the incarnation.  It has to do with Jesus Christ, the eternal God, coming from the glory of Heaven to assume a body of flesh.  The apostle warns us clearly that any man or woman who professes to know God and yet denies the fact that Jesus Christ, the eternal God, came into this world, was born of a virgin, lived and died on a cross, and rose again, and is coming again, is a false prophet.  You can test any person relative to his beliefs (any religion, any doctrine, any teaching) as to its verity on this point.  The question is: What do you think of Jesus Christ?  Is He God: the only Savior, eternal, our only possible way of salvation, and assurance of sins forgiven?  If a person says no to this, God tells us that he is not of God and this is that spirit of antichrist which is in the world today.  
We live in a world filled with religion and religious viewpoints, but all of this is meaningless unless the central figure is Jesus Christ, the eternal Savior and Lord.   In his second epistle, the apostle John reiterates the same truth we find in his first epistle.  Verse 7:  For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.  How tragic it is that many of those described by John are preaching in pulpits today.  Well-meaning people go to churches every Lord’s Day and put money in the offering plate to support these false teachers.  To be sure, any who are Christians will have to answer to God for this wrong use of the Lord’s money.  No believer should ever support any preacher who does not exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  But possibly you say, “Well we can’t be too hard on them.  Many of them do it through ignorance.   They don’t know any better.”  This is no excuse; for, you see, God has given us the Bible.  This is our rulebook.  Every Christian should be reading and studying the word of God.  He should be concerned about what truth is. What do we read in 2 Timothy 2:15?  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

I am surprised at some people I meet who profess to know the Lord, who declare themselves to be God’s followers, and yet week after week they sit in churches where they never hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Some stay because they do not want to offend their pastor.  They prefer offending God rather than their liberal minister who has no regard for God.  Others declare that their parents belonged to that church, and their grandparents, and they feel a loyalty, and they stay with the hope that someday the situation will change.  Others say, “If we leave there will be no witness whatsoever in the church.”  And yet, about all these people do is sit in a pew; they never give a witness.  The real reason for many is prestige.  They don’t want to be seen in a little Bible church that is struggling and growing, that might be looked upon by many in the community as a group of religious fanatics.  They like the bigness; the importance; the beautiful building.  
Now let’s face reality.  Who is your Lord?  Is it Jesus Christ?  Have you been born again?  Are you a follower of the Son of God?  In Matthew 6:24 we are told that no man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  We must get on one side or the other.  God hates compromise.  Keep in mind the words of Elijah in the presence of Ahab, as he cried out, How long halt ye between two opinions?  If the LORD be God, then follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.  Many are following the god of Baal these days – the way of ease and comfort.  If you are born again, it behooves you to follow the way of Jesus Christ.  It was He who declared in Matthew 16:24, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  Don’t sell your birthright for a mess of pottage.  Let your life be a witness for Jesus Christ; for He declared in Mark 8:38, Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.  Will Christ be ashamed of you when He comes back again because you have failed to stand up and be counted for Him?  Don’t waste your time with the false prophets.  Let your light shine for Jesus Christ.  

And if you happen to be one who has been deceived by the false prophets, I urge you to turn to Christ at this moment.  He died on the cross for you, and shed His blood so that your sins might be forgiven.  He wants to save you for all eternity.  Will you, just now, claim Him as the Lord of your life?  I am not presenting a Christ of convenience which the false prophets talk about.  I am presenting a Christ who is a divider of men.  He came not to bring peace, but a sword.  The Christian life is not always an easy life.  I am not dangling before you a certificate to be cashed in with endless dividends.  This is not what it means to be a Christian.  The Christian life begins the moment one receives Christ.  At that time he is eternally saved, but the true Christian will follow Christ.  This means a life that breaks with sin; one which seeks to please God at any costs; and one that seeks to exalt His Name in the midst of everyone.  I hope you know the Lord, but if you don’t, I pray that you’ll turn to Him right now.
Father God, I commit to You today tens of thousands of people who are being deceived by the false prophets.  I pray that God the Holy Spirit will open their eyes to the truth.  Even now, for some listening to this broadcast who need to be saved, I ask that they may turn to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, and experience new life in Him.  This I ask in His Name and for His sake.  Amen.
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