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Let’s Hear the Warnings

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
God’s word is much more than a book of suggestions.  Clearly and forcefully it states the principles God established for happy and successful living.  When these principles are ignored it can only mean sorrow – whether for individuals or nations.

Many centuries ago, God gave His people Israel pertinent warnings they soon forgot.  Let me select a few verses from a passage found in Deuteronomy 8:11-14.  Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:  Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and has built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God.  
In reading this recently, I thought how applicable this is to our own situation in our own land.  With all of our affluence involving beautiful and spacious homes, with the finest office buildings in the world, with our well-planned, mechanized farms, we have been lifted up with pride, and have forgotten the Lord.  We are in a dangerous state of affairs.  I fear for my country; for we are rapidly racing to our own self-destruction.   Measured by Bible standards (and of course, we have no other standard than this), ours is an ungodly and sinful nation.  No fallen power such as Rome, Babylon or Syria ever knew or practiced the sins that we do not know better or pursue more avidly today.  As we watch television, read the newspapers and magazines, it appears that sex has become our god.  With marriages crumbling and children and young people groping about under the hallucinations of drugs, with crime and violence making it unsafe to walk on the streets or even stay in our homes, is it not obvious as we read verse 14 of Deuteronomy 8 that we have the LORD our God.
Now it’s not that we have not heard the gospel, or that we have not known the gospel; for it has been proclaimed faithfully in this country as in no other.  It is simply that we don’t want the gospel.  We are choosing sin rather than God.  Now I must be fair and say it is not all bad.  We do have a Christian counter-culture.  We have many faithful believers sprinkled throughout our land that are remaining true to the Scriptures.  We have churches where the gospel is preached and taught.  We have highly-developed Christian organizations with splendid motives and goals.  We have Christian leaders in government, business, and in about every branch of national life.  The gospel is being communicated by radio, TV, Christian books, magazines and personal witness.  As the result, people are being saved and added to the church daily.  But in spite of all of this, millions in our land are still stumbling on in the darkness of sin.  With hardness of heart, they refuse to listen – bearing out the fact of Scripture recorded in John 3:19; And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  I suppose if the prophet Isaiah were to witness our present culture he would describe it as he described Judah in the first chapter of his prophecy, verse 6.  He said, From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores.
Well, I could continue lamenting the sorrowful conditions that surround us, but of this we are all aware.  The question is what are we who love Jesus Christ going to do about it?  We can’t afford to sit back and let nature takes its course.  We have done that too long.  It is obvious, if we continue as we are, our nation will self-destruct; that is, if God does not first intervene with judgment.  We who love Jesus Christ are the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  God has appointed us to mollify the sores, to heal the wounds, to give forth the light of truth in the midst of darkness, and at the same time we are called to be soldiers who are fearless for God and unashamed of the gospel.  We must be sure our own hearts are right with God; that we are fully committed to the control of Jesus Christ.  We need to pray – separately and corporately that our Sovereign God will turn the tide.  We need to agonize for revival wherein there will be a mighty turning unto God.  This is our only hope, friends.  It is almost too late.  We are in the eleventh hour.  We have the blessed hope of Christ’s return.  We are to watch and wait, but we are also to witness and work.  God’s people must unleash an all-out effort to reach the lost with the gospel.  Now this demands sacrifice, going without, boldness, concern.  This is our only hope.
As you faithfully study the Scriptures, you will see clearly that the great men of faith God used (the prophets) were raised up by the Lord to contend for the faith in just such times as ours.  In many cases, our present day civilization is (in a sense) a repeat of what has gone on many times before.  These men of God were a loyal minority who spoke fearlessly and hazarded their own lives. They prayed, wept, and pleaded until God took them home.  Can we who know Christ do any less?  

Child of God, for whom are you living today?  Self or your Savior?  Oh, I call upon you to commit youself entirely to the control of the Holy Spirit, that God will break you (if need be) and mold you into the dedicated saint He would have you to be.  And if you are one who has never taken Jesus Christ into your life, Oh my unsaved friend, I pray that at this very moment you will bow your head and confess your sin to God, and invite Jesus Christ to come into your life, and He will change your life.  You cannot change your life yourself, but He can.  Will you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, and in His strength follow Him?  This is not an easy life.  I want to inform you from the very beginning that there are difficult paths in the Christian life.  Sometimes we get laughed at.  Sometimes people mock our stand for Christ, but that’s alright, just so we are right before God – that’s the thing that counts.  
Don’t be ashamed of Jesus.  The apostle Paul could say, I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation.  And, truly, the gospel is just that: the power of God.  And you and I have this marvelous power within our reach so that we can give it forth, that those around us can be eternally saved.  So don’t give up.  If you are a child of God, share the gospel with others.  Pray for your family.  God will convict them of sin and bring them to Christ.  Don’t give up on the Lord.  Keep trusting and keep believing.

God our heavenly Father, I pray that You will work in our hearts today.  Do what we cannot do.  Draw men and women and young people to repentance.  May the Savior be glorified in all of this.  I shall remember to give You all the praise and all the glory; for You are worthy, dear God.  And I ask these things in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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