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    Get Out From Under

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The Bible tells us that we have not because we ask not.  In another verse, we are told to ask, with the promise that we shall receive.  Are you enjoying all the benefits God has made available to you through prayer?  

Charles Haddon Spurgeon sparked his audience on Sunday morning with the thought that daily prayers help to lessen daily cares.  Consider that for a minute or two and I think you will agree.  Recall the times you faced impossible situations, but as you prayed God undertook and the doors opened.  Maybe at this moment you feel that you are imprisoned in the dark dungeon of a situation from which you are convinced that you can never escape.  Don’t you believe it, friend.  If you know Jesus Christ as your Lord, and if you are living in fellowship with Him, you have all the resources of God at your disposal.  

In Matthew 7:7-8 we have the assuring promise of our Lord:  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  Take hold of these marvelous promises from the King of glory, for He means what He says.

We have the permanent record of one of God’s miraculous provisions in the 12th chapter of Acts.  Herod launched a bloody attack on the people of God.  In addition to murdering scores of helpless saints, he killed James the brother of John.  With fiery revenge, he was out to get Peter.  God’s fearless servant was apprehended and hurried off to prison.  One irongate slammed after another before he was dropped into the darkness of the innermost dungeon, chained between two soldiers.  This had to be the end of Peter, for (seemingly) there was no possibility of escape.  As far as you are concerned, you may feel that your immediate circumstances are just about as hopeless.  Though your prison walls are not made of granite, and the gates are not of iron, emotionally you are bound in a dark dungeon of restlessness and care has baffled you for months.  As time passes, your misery increases.  You have known nothing other than disappointment, misunderstanding and rebuff.  No one seems to understand.  Well, take heart.  Don’t give up.  God isn’t through yet.  As the Lord intervened for Peter, He can do the same for you.  Peter’s jailors slammed and locked every door they could.  There was one door, however, they could do nothing about.  It opened into the heavens above.  Peter’s faithful friends had the key to this door.  Immediately, upon receiving word about Peter’s incarceration, they went to their knees and prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.  
There was no way for these people to communicate with Peter.  He was barred from the outside world, shut up in a prison with 16 soldiers, two chains, three gates, and Herod’s grim determination to dispose of him as soon as possible.  From the human standpoint, there was no possible deliverance for Peter.  Now possibly your circumstances are similar.  On the human level, things are unbelievably bad.  There is no one to help, and few seem to understand.  Your chains are heavy and the doors are locked.  You have reason to give up and despair – but don’t you do it.  Deliverance is possible.  Peter escaped his calamity.  God’s sufficiency overruled.  What the Lord did for Peter He can do for you.  He is doing it for His people every day.  In fact, there is not an instant when God is not at work providing deliverance for His people.

How did Peter escape from his prison of darkness?  Through prayer.  How can you escape?  The same way.  Peter’s burdened and loving friends prayed for him.  The truth of Isaiah 65:24 became a reality:  While they are yet speaking, I will hear, God says.  As the people prayed, an angel awakened Peter with the message, Follow me.  The heavy chains binding Peter fell to the floor.  The gates opened as quickly as they had shut as Peter walked free.

Don’t limit God by your lack of faith.  Don’t say your situation is hopeless.  With God no situation is hopeless.  Reach out to Him in believing prayer, and watch Him work.  The windows of heaven are open, though the doors around you may be shut.  God is unfailing in His mercy.  He longs for you to put Him to the test.  

Now we don’t understand fully all the facets of prayer – how God’s people all around the world can pray at the same time, and be understood and cared for by the Lord is far beyond comprehension.  God never has to say “don’t you all talk at once.”  He invites all of us to pray without ceasing.  Such would only be meaningless jargon in human ears.  To the heart of God, however, every prayer is distinct and full of significance resulting in an unfailing response.

We need not understand everything about prayer.  Our responsibility is to take the Lord at His word and believe Him.  If we do, we shall enjoy His miraculous intervention.  How God reacts to our praying is not contingent on our feeble faith, but His sovereign power.  Though we may be hindered by care and doubt, His sufficiency is not hampered in any way.  May I encourage you to get serious about prayer?  Don’t talk about your circumstances; pray about them.  Study the Bible passages dealing with prayer power.  And then let these truths become a positive reality in your life.

Now there is just one more matter of importance I want to speak about before I close.  Be sure you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  If you haven’t received Christ into your life, prayer is meaningless.  All prayer must be directed to God the Father through Jesus Christ the Son.  This is our only approach.  To call on God the Father while ignoring God the Son would be worthless hypocrisy.  Thus if you are not personally related to Jesus Christ, open your heart to Him at this moment.  Receive Him into your life.  Then the privilege of prayer will be yours until you meet Him face to face.  Oh what a privilege this is!  I think of so many people in their calamities, in their tragedies, in their sorrow who don’t know which way to turn.  God’s people ought to know.  For the Bible says, Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.  We can go to our knees, lay it all before the Lord with the absolute assurance that He hears, He understands, and He will undertake.  Try God.  Put Him to the test.  Don’t back down, but move forward in faith and God will undertake for you.  He never fails His own.
Blessed Lord, what a privilege You have given us – to commune with the living and eternal God.  Few of us have claimed the benefits that are ours in Christ.  I pray, our Father, that You will teach each of us how to pray; that we may get answers, miraculous answers, through this mighty power that You provided for Your people.  I pray this in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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