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The Blessed Hope

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Thank you for joining us for Glad Tidings.  There are those who would like to lead us to believe that all hope for an enjoyable future is beyond comprehension.  Well don’t you believe it for a moment.  The Bible tells us about a blessed hope.  More is coming in just a few minutes, so please stay with us.

One of the truths of the Bible that became very real to me shortly after I was converted years ago was the thrilling promise of the second coming of Jesus Christ.  I read everything I could find on the subject, and I was enthralled by the teaching of the word on this important truth.  Down through the years of my ministry, I have never failed to give this important doctrine of the Bible its rightful place in my preaching and teaching.  Paul, in writing to Titus, spoke of this glorious truth as the blessed hope.  This is certainly a worthwhile and adequate description of the return of Christ, but the longer I live, and the older I get, as I visualize the conditions of our day I am convinced that the second coming of Christ is not only the blessed hope, but the only hope.  Unsuccessfully, man has sought to build a great world.  No one would deny that he has made progress in many and varied ways, but all of his progress is punctuated by failure because of the sinfulness of the human heart.

Years ago, while attending the world’s fair in New York City, my family and I visited the General Motors exhibit.  The 40-minute futurama heralded the coming of a paradise on earth built by man’s ingenuity and power.  Upon leaving the pavilion we received a little metal tag which had imprinted on it, “I have seen the future.”  Many of the fascinating things that we saw in this exhibit have since become reality, but as far as the paradise on earth is concerned, we continue to be far from it.  In fact, in many ways we have retrogressed rather than progressed.  In the realm of crime, immorality, and godlessness, we have descended to an all-time low.

Of course, the Bible’s futurama has told us that such would be the case.  In 2 Timothy 3:1-7 God says, This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.  And God says, from such turn away.  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Continuing with verses 12-15, we read, Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.  There are many other verses in the Bible that describe the unusual time in which we are living, which seems to be without question the last days.  Soon the antichrist will appear to deceive millions.  Motivated by his consuming pride, he will exalt himself and magnify himself above every god.  With unrestrained conceit, he will openly blaspheme the Jehovah God (as told in Daniel 7:25).  He shall speak great words against the Most High.  Our world has known some ruthless dictators, but this man will be the most blood-thirsty of all.

Worst of all, the antichrist will be opposed to the real Christ in every conceivable way.  The Lord Jesus represents righteousness, truth, purity, and honor.  This personality will be a man of sin, marked by wickedness and dishonor.  The Lord Jesus came in humility to seek and to save that which was lost.  This man will strut about in pomp – destroying, pillaging, murdering those who fail to yield to his unruly will.  He will go so far as to claim himself to be the true Messiah.  It is very possible that the antichrist is living today, biding his time, waiting for the appointed hour to assume world-wide authority and leadership.  Personally, I believe that time is close at hand.  Much that the Bible teaches concerning the character of his reign is already evident.  That is why (as far as believers are concerned) the blessed hope of the return of Jesus Christ is the only hope.

No human can save the world from the catastrophe that is to befall mankind, but there is a man in glory who will keep His promise.  When He came the first time, He was born in a stable as a little baby.  He was meek and lowly.  Later, He permitted wicked men to nail Him to a cross and kill Him.  He was buried, but He rose again, and shortly after ascended into Heaven.  Before He departed from this earth, He said, If I go, I will come again.  Two thousand years have passed and He hasn’t come yet.  But we read in Hebrews 10:37, For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.  These words were not spoken by a man who might keep his promises, but by the eternal God who must keep His promises.

In the closing chapter of the Bible, we have the last words of Christ:  Surely I come quickly.  The word “surely” as used here means that the return of Christ is certain.  Thus followers of Christ should not look down, but look up.  If we look down, we shall get depressed and discouraged, but as we look up to Christ and anticipate the wonderful future we have in store for us, we can face anything in His strength.  Let us keep our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, for it is He for whom we are looking.

Some Christians think that Christ is coming to take us to Heaven.  Well, the Bible doesn’t say that.  Christ is coming to take us unto Himself.  It isn’t Heaven that is the blessed hope, it is Christ.  Wherever He is, that’s where Heaven will be.  How wonderful to know also that Christ will return to rule and reign; to put everything in order; to usher in a wonderful millennium of peace and blessing.  Those who are His (having trusted in Him for salvation) have a grand future.  Such is not the case, however, for the unsaved (those who are outside of Jesus Christ); for they will be separated from Him eternally, and then be cast into hell where they will burn for eternity.  My friend, if you have never taken the Lord Jesus Christ into your life, I urge you to do so at this moment.  Time is running out.  Things are not getting better, but worse and worse.  Heaven can begin in your heart at this moment if you will receive Jesus Christ the Son of God into your life.  He wants to become your Savior and Lord.  I hope you’ll let Him do it.
Our Father, You have said, When we see these things come to pass, look up; our redemption draweth nigh.  We believe that, Father God.  Our redemption is drawing nigh, and we shall see Jesus.  O God, help unbelievers to believe.  May they trust in the living Christ.  For I pray in His blessed and holy Name.  Amen.
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