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      The Divine Plan (Part 2)

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
How does one find out what God wants him to do?  After all, there is no better way to live than according to God’s perfect plan.  Well, this being the case, don’t you think we should find out how to live according to God’s plan?

One day a father took his little daughter to a toy shop to buy her a doll.  As soon as they entered, her eyes fell upon a cheap doll which she picked up, and said, “Daddy, I want this one.”  But he said, “Let’s look at some other dolls.”  “No,” she said, “this is the one I like.  I like this doll.”  So he paid several dollars, and they went home.  Soon she tired of the doll.  There was nothing really attractive about it.  Her father then told her that he had intended to buy her a large, nice doll but she would not permit him to do it.  

How many times God has tried to work in our lives!  He has desired to provide for us in a manner that would far exceed our human expectations, but we crowded out His plan and substituted our own.  Well you may say, “Had I known what God’s plan was for my life, I would have gladly received it.”  Rarely does the Lord reveal the entire picture at once.  He leads us step-by-step.  As we stay close to Him, and wait on Him, He shows us the next move.  In fact, as we look ahead very often His will appears extremely confusing.  

A person unacquainted with architecture, viewing a skyscraper in the process of construction can see only building materials, machinery, girders, and the like.  Such a person might say, “I can see no sense, plan, or system in all of this.”  But the architect knows, and has already planned that of this seemingly chaotic mess of materials, there shall rise a magnificent building that shall bring honor to his name.  So the Lord has arranged our lives, and is making the raw material into that which will please Him.  And even though we may lack understanding as to the finished product, God knows all about it.  And because He knows, there is no reason for us to be alarmed.  Our main concern should be:  Is my life being lived according to God’s plan? 
Possibly you want God’s will for your life, but like many you have found it difficult to determine His leading and His plan.  Well let me offer a few suggestions.  First, be sure you look to God and not to other humans.  Many lives have ended in regret because they tried to apply someone else’s plan to their own lives.  We are not to measure ourselves by other Christians.  God may permit them to do things that He does not want you to do.  They may use methods which if you were to use the results would prove disastrous.  Others may be successful in business and making money, and yet you may fail miserably in every effort of this kind.  It may be easy for some to speak and teach, and yet for you (even after endless hours of preparation) it seems difficult.  Some may have vigorous physical health.  They seem to accomplish so much for God, while you are limited and frequently incapacitated.  Ask God to shut your eyes to other people and open them to Him alone; that you might pray with David of old, Teach me thy way, O LORD (not someone else’s way, but Thy way).
Secondly, as we seek the Lord’s will for our lives, let us be absolutely certain that we have no choice in the matter ourselves.  Ask the Lord to purge your heart and mind of all fleshly desires and ambitions relative to the matter at hand.  You see, most of the trouble in missing God’s will and God’s best is simply because we are not free from our own plans, ready to receive His.  

Thirdly, we should also realize that one who is seeking God’s will should study the Bible diligently.  Not once a day, but as many times as possible throughout the day; for God often speaks through His word.

Fourth, we should spend much time in prayer, asking the Lord to make His plan clear.

And, fifth, never overlook circumstances.  God often times speaks through other people; or certain events will transpire that will make it clear that this is the hand of God at work in your life.

Now I have found that the word of God, prayer, and circumstances, always harmonize.  They never contradict one another if the Lord’s plan is being revealed.  Of course, too, one must be in fellowship with the Lord.  If he will know the will of God, he must be on speaking terms with God.  And in John 15:7, we read, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.  Let me ask:  Are you really in fellowship with God?  Is there anything in your life hindering the revelation of God’s plan for you?  One little secret sin is enough to exclude the joy of believing, the peace of trusting, and the blessing of yielding.

A couple noticed that a large tree in front of their home was dying.  They called in the tree specialist, and even he was baffled as to the cause.  They tried various treatments, but slowly the tree rotted away.  Later, in removing the tree, it was discovered upon digging down into the ground to cut the roots out that there was a gas main running underneath which developed a tiny leak.  It was this small, steady gas leak that killed the roots of the tree and caused the beauty of the tree to depart.  The tree died – all because of such a small matter.  Well, a little sin of some kind in the believer’s life can hinder our fellowship with God, that before the world (and as far as our mission in life is concerned) we are as dead men and dead women without a voice for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let’s be sure, child of God, that ours is a healthy relationship with the Lord with nothing between, all things made clear by the power of the Holy Spirit.  God will use you, if you’ll let Him work through you.

Now, should you not be a child of God, I hope you’ll take Christ into your life.  This is where everything begins, and Jesus invites each listener today to come to Him.  If you have never turned to Him, He is saying, Come now, and let us reason together.

In the closing chapter of the Bible, God says, The Spirit and the bride say, Come. . . And let him that is athirst come.  And then He says, Whosoever will may come.  This means the adulterer; the adulteress.  It means the homosexual.  It means whosoever.  It means the thief.  It means the murderer.  If you are willing to repent of your sins (that means to turn away from sin, to tell God you are sorry for sin), He will receive you just like you are, and He will save you for all eternity.  Isn’t this a wonderful offer!  There isn’t any other place in the world where you can get an offer like this.  Personally I like sales; but I tell you, they don’t compare with the gift of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus died on the cross for your sins that you might have everlasting life, and He wants you to be eternally saved.  Will you turn to Him right now and receive this great salvation He has provided for you?  “Come now,” God says, “Right now, and let’s talk these things over.  Let’s reason them out.  Let’s receive my Son into your life.”  Do it, friend, as we pray together.
Lord, give understanding to some who need help in finding your plan for your wayward lives.  I thank You for Your grace and love that is available to all.  And I pray, Father God, that some today will turn to the Savior, and begin a new life (a whole new road, a whole new plan of living) in the power of Christ.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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