God’s Good News (#379)

One appreciates good news.  Have you received any good news lately?  I have some good news for you today.  In fact, in my thinking, it is the best news a person could receive in all of his life, because it is God’s good news.  In his first epistle to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul says to believer, for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel (I Corinthians 4:15).  These few words are packed with doctrinal truth.  Here you have the complete story of how salvation is effected.  Christ is the means of personal salvation; the new birth is the message God gave to effect salvation.

What is involved in this gospel God used to enlighten the minds of the unsaved at Corinth?  In 1 Corinthians 15:1 Paul says, Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand.  And then in verse 2 he says, by which also ye are saved.  Now listen carefully, because Paul is going to tell us the contents of the gospel that saves.  Notice verses 3 and 4, For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
What then is the message of the gospel?  Christ Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose again.  The Holy Spirit makes it clear in this passage that by sincerely believing these important truths one can be saved.  Now, I know this doesn’t seem reasonable.  Simply by believing certain elementary truths that even the youngest child can understand, one can receive eternal life through Christ?  What we need to realize it that it is purely by the grace of God that salvation has been made so simple.  If it were complicated, many would not be saved.  Here is the glorious truth of  Scripture, that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, laid down His life for you and for me that when we truly believe on Him we receive everlasting life.  Think of the thousands, even millions, who down through the ages have been transformed through this miraculous message of the gospel.

The son of a high-caste Hindu moneylender by the name of Vencata Swami Gupta comes to my mind.  As a boy of fifteen, he fell in with evil companions who did him no good.  As a young man, he went to work for a relative as a bookkeeper, and he soon began to falsify the account.  His elders worried over his lack of honesty.  They told him to study the sacred Hindu books and reform.  He did study the Hindu religious books, but he found not peace or help from them, even though he became extremely religious.  Frequently he went on extensive religious pilgrimages and broke coconuts before idols, keeping half for himself and giving half to the idol.  One day he heard a Christian missionary speak.  Most of what he heard interested him, but he remembered one verse of Scripture.  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).  “But I cannot become a Christian,” he told himself.  “If I did, I would become an untouchable.”  However, he obtained a Bible and began to read it in earnest.  When he got to Hebrews 8:12 he said, “Here is my answer.  Hinduism taught me that Krishna came to save the righteous and that left me out, and to punish sinners, and that included me.  But Christ said, I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and the iniquities will I remember no more.  The Indian recognized the glorious truth of the gospel, that Jesus Christ is the Savior for sinners, and right then and there he received Christ into his life.  Later, he came to the United States to attend Bible School.  He graduated and went back to India.  With the help of American Christians, he established the Hindustan Bible Institute, which has been used of God to train scores of young people for Christian service.

My friends, isn’t it wonderful when you realize what the gospel can do in transforming lives?  Without Jesus Christ, men and women are eternally lost, dead in trespasses and sins.  But the moment one believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, he is transformed by the miraculous power of God.  The gospel is more than good views; it is good news.  What better news could one hear than the truth that there is a Savior who loves us, who has power to forgive us, and who will forgive us of all our sins if we will but trust in Him.  You may say, “If all this is true, why is the world in the shape it is in today?  Why are there not more people saved and rejoicing in this gospel?  There is one word that answers this question – neglect.  Millions live dangerously and carelessly when it comes to eternal things.  Businessmen may be thoroughly detailed and meticulous when it comes to running their business.  Homemakers may be unusually careful in the busy routine of playing the role of wife and mother.  But many of these people fail to recognize the importance of turning to Jesus Christ in order to prepare for eternity.

In a town in California, police were seeking a purse containing $900, which had been tossed from an automobile by a 9-month-old son.  His mother had driven to a store and, when she parked the car, her daughters, 5 year old Martha and 7 year old Dorothy, reported that little Kenneth threw something out of the car.

One does not have to be very old, nor very big, nor very wise to throw valuable things.  Infinitely worse than this child’s act is that of throwing out the opportunity of believing on the Lord Jesus Christ as presented in the gospel of the grace of God.  I hope you are not guilty of neglecting Him.  If you are, listen to this word of warning found in Hebrews 2:3 where the question is asked How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.  Friend, there is no escape if you neglect Christ.  The penalty is eternal hell.  Do not choose hell when God offers heaven.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and let Him take lust out of your heart while He supplants it with His righteousness and holiness.  You may wonder if God will accept you as you are.  Most definitely!  You see, Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He didn’t come to save righteous people.  If a man is self-righteous, he can have no part in salvation.  He must recognize himself as a sinner.  I think only a foolish person will not recognize himself as a sinner.  We all know ourselves as we are.  The Bible says, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).  But the great truth is that when one places his faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ, God forgives him of every sin he ever committed and he is a new creation in God’s eyes.  Friend, you can’t reject this marvelous truth.  I hope you will take Christ into your life if you never have.  

