The Unsightly Symbol (379  Jan 2007)

The cross of Christ is extremely meaningful but at the same time, unsightly and unattractive.  Why? Because on the cross the Son of God was crucified.  Yet, when the meaning is considered, we are thrilled to know that out of this death came life – eternal life.

I was greatly intrigued by an article I read which told of new discoveries of wealth in the sea.  I read of the toadfish, which can yield venom capable of removing excess sugar from the blood, and the puffer fish, which yields an effective medication for asthma.  I was also surprised to read that octopus saliva yields that which hinders blood coagulation and is also used for slowing the heartbeat.  How amazing that healing and blessing are possible from these unattractive creatures of the sea.  The Bible speaks of blessings of the sea that lieth under (Genesis 49:25).  Then in Psalm 104:25 we read also of this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable.

None of the creatures I spoke about which give forth healing qualities are attractive.  All of them are hideous in their appearance.  But isn’t it wonderful that God can bring forth healing and blessing from hideous creatures?  In fact, I am thinking of one of the most hideous scenes that has ever been known to mortal man.  And yet, from this has flowed blessing innumerable throughout all ages since.  I am referring to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ on the cross.  What could be more hideous than this; that the Son of God who was perfect in every sense of the word was taken by wicked men and crucified?  The question is why did God permit it?  Simply because sin is hideous, and the sins of all mankind were laid on Jesus Christ.  That is why the cross is such a hideous scene.  But the other side of the ledger is that out of this hideous experience of Christ dying for the sins of the world, the blessing of eternal life was made possible for all by trusting in Him.  The fish of the sea provide healing for the body, but the cross provides healing for the soul, which is far more important than the body.

The death of Jesus Christ on the cross was indeed unique.  Never in the history of mankind was there a death like this.  Spoken of repeatedly throughout the Scriptures, long before it was accomplished, it is obvious that this was the central fact in the counsels of God in eternity.  Christ entered the world by means of a miraculous birth.  He lived a holy and perfect life, and died an atoning death upon the cross of shame.  Though men by wicked hands took and slew him, yet the perfect will of God was fulfilled, providing the lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world.  This was a meaningful death.  It was a supernatural death.  This was the death that paid the price of sin once and for all; that whosoever should trust in Jesus Christ who died on the cross might have everlasting life.

What person can rightfully and honestly think about the cross without realizing the fact that God does not will that anyone be lost.  Listen to the words of 2 Peter 3:9 as you sense the pathos of the heart of God.  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  God longs that all men everywhere come to Him for eternal salvation.  This is why over five hundred times he uses the word come in the Bible.  In Isaiah 1:18 He says, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  Sometimes when we go to our friends for help, they offer excuses and turn us away.  But no who sincerely desired to be saved ever went to God and was turned away.  Jesus offers the promise in John 6:37 where He says, Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. All of this is because of His death on the cross that makes possible the forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation.  I read in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that God made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  My, what a sacrifice, what a price He paid for you and for me. 

What mingled awe and wonder were expressed on angel faces,

 when Jesus Son of God the holiest with us changed places?

He bore upon the tree our guilt, our wrong, our dire disgraces,

 and made His righteousness to us belong with gifts and graces.

He gave us to the Father’s welcoming breast and close embraces,

while ‘gainst the rugged cross His body pressed since we changed places.

Wounded and bruised for our transgressions, love itself abases,

 to raise us faultless to the throne above to heavenly places.

 I wonder, dear friend, if you have entered into the joy of salvation that Christ provided for you on the cross.  I wonder if you have claimed your possessions made possible by the King of Glory.  Did you ever stop to realize that the cross is the great dividing force in the world today?

I had a lady ask, “Don’t all people believe in Jesus?”  I had to answer “No, decidedly not.”  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 1:18 the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  There is nothing the world is more divided about in its opinion than the cross of Jesus Christ.  To the one part it is altogether contemptible; to the other, it is altogether glorious.  The one part of the world wonders what attraction the world finds in it.  The other part wonders how the rest of the world cannot see, amazed at their blindness. 

Maybe you have been blind to the message of the cross.  Hear it today, my friend.  Recognize the meaning of this divine message.  Then claim Christ as your very own.  Your life will be changed, your hopes will be encouraged, and your future will be secure.  Don’t wait.  Come now.  That’s God’s Word.  Come now.  And I hope that you will realize that there is no other way of salvation.  Some people think they are earning their way of salvation.  Some came to Jesus one day and asked, “What shall we do that we might work the works of God?”  Jesus said, This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.  Christ came that you might be eternally saved.  Let Him work in your heart and mind right now as you receive Him as your very own.

