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     How Far Is It To Hell?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The subject of hell is not a pleasant one, and there is no pastor who cherishes the thought of talking about it.  But anyone who is faithful to his calling to the ministry will do his very best to teach the reality of hell to his people.

One of the greatly neglected themes that appears throughout the Old and the New Testaments is the truth about hell.  Rarely is anything said from many of our pulpits regarding this subject.  We hear about Heaven, but little about hell.  There are those who believe in Heaven, but they deny the fact of hell; but be sure of this:  If there is no hell, there is no Heaven.  God teaches both in His word.  

In Psalm 9:17, we read that the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.  In Revelation 21:8, God says, But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  There are scores of other verses dealing with the reality of hell.   

On one occasion Jesus told of a man who was in hell, and He said, And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.  The reply to this request is seen is verses 25-26.  Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
There are several things that should be considered here.  The first is that the rich man never asked to get out of hell.  He knew that he was there for eternity.  Furthermore he did not discuss with Abraham the date of the termination of his terrible suffering.  He knew this was eternal.  He did not ask for restoration to his old condition.  He was fully convinced that a man can carry nothing to hell but his sins.  He did not ask for annihilation, nor did he inquire of his future, or how he should occupy his time, nor as to whether he would be given another chance.  He dared not ask after God.  The whiplash of his conscience, the knowledge of how he wasted all his days and lived for himself made him esteem even the fires of hell better company than the Presence of the living God.  Oh what a hopeless and wretched condition.  

When we stop to realize that every person without Jesus Christ without Savior and Lord is on his way to hell, it gives us an uncomfortable feeling.  It certainly ought to make every believer rise up and invest his time and money in seeking to tell the lost how to be saved.  Just think of it: it is very possible that some of your own loved ones will be in hell.  Some of your neighbors, some of your closest friends may never see heaven – but only hell.  Many people joke about hell, but hell is no place to joke about.  

The scene was in a small town on a Sunday morning.  It was a bright summer’s day and the pastor was walking to his little church.  He passed the town hang-out where a group of half-drunk kids were standing around a car.  One of the boys (recognizing the pastor walking on the other side of the street) shouted, “Say, pastor, how far is it to hell?”  In response to the laughter the pastor only smiled in return, as he continued on his way – for he had talked to this boy before about his need of Christ.  Upon returning home after church, the pastor saw a crowd of people gathered where the group of boys had been.  Just minutes before, the boy that had questioned the pastor was crossing the street and was struck by a car.  He died shortly after.  For this boy, hell wasn’t far away.  And for many in the world, hell may be closer than they think.  They have laughed about it, joked about it, used it in profanity; but one of these days they will never laugh again.  You may be sure the rich man did not laugh in hell.  In fact, he agonized and pled for Abraham to send somebody to his brothers and warn them of the consequences of this awful place.  

There is nothing funny about hell.  Please understand: if you are not headed for Heaven, you are on your way to hell.  God makes it clear in His word that you’re either going in one direction or the other.  In Matthew 7:13-14, God says, Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.   The broad road leading to hell is crowded – not only with prostitutes, homosexuals, thieves, murderers, drunkards, pushers, and the like; but many good people – church people.  Of course the prostitute is not on the broad road because she is a prostitute; the homosexual is not on this road because of being a homosexual.  Anyone who is on the broad road leading to destruction is there because he has neglected to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

God desires to save the prostitute, the homosexual, the thief, the murderer, and everyone else.  He loves them all.  He hates their sin, but he loves the sinner; and He will save and transform anyone who will turn to Him, confess their sin, and trust in Jesus Christ His Son.

The narrow road is not crowded, but there are many people traveling on that road.  There are young people, middle aged people, and old people, who are on their way to Heaven because they have trusted in Christ and their sins have been forgiven.  My dear friend, if you never have, God wants you to get on the narrow way: the Christ Way.  Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  If you have not come God’s way, I urge you to turn to Jesus Christ immediately.  Don’t put this decision off.  You can settle it right now.  You can have the blessed assurance that when you die you will go to be with Jesus Christ immediately.

The apostle Paul said in Philippians 1:23, For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  Far better than what?  Far better than the life you are now living.  No matter how wonderful it may be, to spend eternity with Jesus Christ is the most wonderful experience anyone could ever have.  You can possess this marvelous assurance at this moment by trusting in the Savior.  God will deliver you from all condemnation and give you everlasting life; for Christ Jesus died on the cross for you.

Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your loving concern that even though all of us deserve hell, in Your mercy You provided deliverance through Jesus Christ Your Son.  For those of us who have been delivered, we offer thanks; but our hearts go out to all who need Christ.  We pray that those listening may turn to Him just now.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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