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Don’t Doubt God

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are many unhappy and depressed people in the world.  Most of them have good reasons to be that way, but none of them have any reason to stay that way.  God has made possible a marvelous deliverance from all worry and fear, so we may have peace.
In the 13th chapter of Numbers, Moses was instructed by the Lord to send 12 spies into the promised land to get a report on the situation.  After forty days, the spies returned, and several of them gave a glowing account of what they had seen:  lush fruit, splendid soil, and numerous other physical attractions.  The majority of the spies were less optimistic as they told of the giants who lived there, saying, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.  Thus they gave an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature.  And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.  They declared, “We are not able to stand against these people,” but Caleb (a man of faith and confidence in the Lord) said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.  Caleb had seen the land and knew that the obstacles were not too much for God’s power.  The other spies looked to themselves, and their own limitations.  Consequently, they could not visualize any hope for victory.  
The people refused to listen to Caleb, and responded quickly to the advice of the majority.  The result was 40 years of hopeless wandering in the wilderness.  They missed God’s blessing, and lived in miserable defeat.  But let’s not be too hard on those who resisted Caleb’s advice.  There are many professing believers in our day who exercise little faith and fail to recognize their potential in Jesus Christ.  The apostle Paul assures us that we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  Further he says, if God be for us, who can be against us?  But in spite of this, we refuse to walk by faith – while choosing to grope about in unbelief as did the wandering children of Israel.  The flesh says “It can’t be done,” and as we consider the obstacles surrounding us, we are just about convinced that this is true; but we must never overlook the unchangeable truth of Ephesians 3:20, where we are told that God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.  We have limits, but God has none.

A little boy was asked by a gentleman what he wanted to be when he grew up.  His answer was confined to one word:  “Possible.”  “What?” replied the man.  “Possible,” said the boy.  “What do you mean ‘Possible’?”  “Well, my mother tells me every day that I am impossible.  I want to be possible.”  
It would almost seem that one of the favorite words of some Christians is “impossible.”  No matter what the situation is, their reaction seems to be “Impossible.”  How necessary it is that we mature in faith, and get into the realm of “possible.”  We are assured in Matthew 19:26 that, with God all things are possible.  If we trust in the flesh, we shall stumble and fall.  But if we rely on the everlasting arms, we shall not fail.  Now that doesn’t mean that we shall not make any mistakes or have any regrets.  It is not to suggest that we shall not face defeat.  It does mean that we shall not be disturbed by these, for eventually we shall emerge victoriously through Jesus Christ.

Defeat should never be considered the end, but rather a stepping stone to victory.  Babe Ruth struck out more times than any man who entered the batter’s box, but he kept on swinging.  Thomas Edison failed to produce a workable light bulb in over 14,000 experiments, but he kept on working.  Henry Ford was broke at age 40, but he did not give up.  Likewise, the dedicated believer in Jesus Christ should never give up.  We may stumble and fall, but there is no reason to stay there.  We always have the option of getting to our feet, dusting ourselves off, and continuing on for the Lord.  Herein lies our mighty victory in Jesus Christ.

Have you ever felt like you were a complete failure as a Christian?  Well I think most sincere believers have felt this way at one time or another.  We even thought maybe God had given up on us.  We sinned and felt unworthy of the name of Jesus Christ.  We thought that if God didn’t remove us from this life, He would probably put us on the shelf forever.  Maybe His patience ran out, and there wasn’t any hope for the future.  Do you think God would give up on us that easily!  We might (and many of us have), but God isn’t made of this kind of stuff.  He says, in Jeremiah 31:3, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.  He never changes in His nature.  We blow hot and cold, up and down, right and left; but God is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.  He saved us for an eternal purpose.
What are we told in Romans 8:28 (and also verse 29)?  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  His purpose?  What is His purpose?  Here it is:  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  God’s purpose for the believer is that we might be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  Nothing in all the wide world is going to interfere with this purpose (not even our failures).  Our objectives may consist merely in getting ahead, making money, rearing a family; but God’s purpose is much higher:  It’s a daily process whereby He is making us more and more like unto Jesus Christ our wonderful Lord. 

Now, sometimes, discipline is necessary.  He must chasten us so His purpose can be realized in us.  God says whom He loves he chasteneth. He says He scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  And no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous.  Why of course it isn’t; it’s very painful; it hurts, but God is doing something in us, and we must allow Him to produce what He wants to produce in us.  Let’s never say it is not possible to overcome a particular temptation.  Don’t say you cannot be victorious.  We are able to do all things in Christ.  We can overcome the obstacles.  Believe God.  Get close to Him.  Spend time each day talking with Him.  Let Him talk to you through His word.  Grow in His grace.  Know and understand the power that is your possession through Him.  Put your full confidence in His strength.  Realize that He cannot fail.  He can never fail.  

And I want to say to you – if you have never come to Jesus Christ, and if you feel that if you did it would be of no value because you wouldn’t last – let me remind you of something: The way you feel is the result of not knowing God.  When you understand who God is and what God can do for you, you will no longer feel this way.  We get this assurance when we open our lives to Him, and welcome Him as Lord of all.  If you never have, right now, say, “Jesus, prove Yourself to me.  I sincerely believe that You died for my sins, and I receive You as my Savior and Lord.”  And God will enter your life never to leave.  He will guide your every step.  He will give you strength to overcome the temptations that have been a heavy weight on you for many, many years. 
I thank You, Father, for Your overcoming grace.  No obstacle is too strong for Your power.  May we depend on You wholly, and not on ourselves, as we draw on our heavenly resources in Jesus Christ.  For I pray these things, and thank You, in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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