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  All The Way With Jesus
          
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Hello, listening friend.  Thanks for being there.  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, are you finding satisfaction in the Christian life?  If not, maybe there is something missing in your relationship.  Please stay tuned while we talk about it today.

In one of his prayers, Paul prayed for the Ephesian believers that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.  Is this a legitimate request to make?  Paul is praying for believers.  Doesn’t Christ dwell in the hearts of all believers already?  Yes, He does.  Then why would Paul pray like this?  Simply because the word “dwell” really means “be at home.”  Thus he prayed that Christ might be at home in the hearts of the saints at Ephesus.  He was not to be treated like a guest – given a room and there He was to stay.  He was to have complete run of the house.  In fact, there needed to be the realization that it was actually His home.  Though Christ is in every Christian, He is not always at home in the heart because He is not given His rightful place in the life.  To some, He is a mere convenience:  It’s nice to have Him nearby when He is needed; the rest of the time He is ignored while the Christian goes his own way and makes his own choices.  Christ is never satisfied with this kind of arrangement.  For Him, it is “all or nothing.”  

In Colossians 1:27, Paul used the expression, Christ in you, the hope of glory.  Now here is the same truth we find repeatedly in the Scriptures.  Christ in you.  What does this mean?  Christ in possession of you.  It is the obligation of every believer in Christ to surrender to His control.  God is satisfied with nothing less.  We are living in a day when in many circles Jesus has become very popular.  He is popular among some who see no harm in the habitual use of drugs.  He is popular among politicians who are sometimes careless in the fulfillment of their responsibilities to the state.  He is popular among many religious people who go to church, but beyond this they give no evidence of being concerned about Him.  Though being impressed by Jesus is worthwhile, it is not admirers He wants, but followers.  He is not the leader of a fan club.  I suppose if Jesus were to appear in many of our towns or cities to give an address, there would be scores of well-wishers flocking around him at the close seeking to get His autograph.  That’s about as far as it would go.  Our churches today have many fans for Christ, but few who are following after Christ.  They have never learned that the true essence of Christianity is submission to the control of the Son of God.  Many of these people say they are Christians.  If their statement is doubted, they are ready to argue, but they give no evidence of transformation.  They are like some of the North Korean soldiers who, during the Korean War, were found to be wearing reversible uniforms.  If they were forced to conceal their identity, they simply turned their uniforms inside out – and immediately they were dressed in the customary white civilian garb.  They escaped gunfire by conveniently taking on the appearance of harmless civilians.  

There are those who profess to be Christians who follow this same practice.  In order to escape the enemy fire and the shame of the cross, they take on the likeness of the world.  It is practically impossible to identify them with Christ, but very easy to identify them with the world.  God has declared in 1 John 2:15, Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  You may be sure of this.  If the love of the Father is not in a person, that one has never really met Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  God is concerned that Christ have the place of leadership in our lives.  Paul put it this way in Colossians 1:18, that in all things he might have the preeminence.  This is the only way to live: permitting Christ to have the right-of-way in everything; anything less than this will result in a life that is unbalanced.

May I suggest a very practical experiment?  Take one of your own record albums which you have used many times on your record player that is beginning to wear out.  Bore another hole in addition to the center hole.  Use the new hole as you place the record on your record player.  Now listen to it.  What do you hear?  Screeching discord.  The music is gone.  You may be sure, the same is true in every life in which Christ is not at the center.  He may be there, but pushed off to one side.  Such a life can result in nothing else but discord and strife.  Christ wants to be in the center of things.  You may have been fighting this for a long time.  You know what it is in your life that has been preventing complete submission to Christ.  Also, He knows what it is.  
On the other hand, maybe you think you are alright – there is no need of any further commitment because you are satisfied with your present life.  Sometimes there are things hidden within our hearts.  We don’t even know they are there.  The apostle Peter thought he was alright.  He exclaimed boldly, Though all men should be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.  Jesus replied, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.  I have never doubted that Peter was sincere in his statement.  I don’t think for a minute he had any intention of denying Christ.  But Peter’s problem was your problem and my problem: He did not know himself.  We do not fully understand ourselves and the treachery of our own hearts.  We can never know what is in our hearts until the circumstances arise to draw it out.  Peter did not think he could deny Christ, but when he faced the circumstances that became the real test of his weakness, he shouted aloud, “I don’t even know the man.” Sinful hearts are not to be trusted.  Even redeemed hearts are unstable.  It is Christ who remains the same.  As the Bible says in Hebrews 13:8, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.  He has the stability that every believer needs.  It can only be realized through submission to His control.
Maybe you have been resisting the life of overflowing blessing because you’ve been resisting the privilege of full submission.  Sometimes, if we refuse to bend to God, it is necessary for God to break us.  Often times in the breaking process, there is pain and sorrow.  It is much better to come of our own volition – with a willing heart – to yield freely and unreservedly to His perfect plan (whatever that may be).  Are you ready to come to the end of yourself, and to the beginning of a life of fullest blessing?  Then tell the Lord.  God to Him, confessing all, and say, “Lord Jesus, I am tired of running thing.  I want You to be the Master; and at this moment I lay all at Your feet.”  Christ will take over at this point.  He will show you the next move, and the next, and the next; and He will guide you all along the way, but it all begins with complete submission to Him.

Now if you happen to be one who has never entered into the family of God by faith, I urge you to do it now.  You see, the Lord is ready.  In fact, He has been ready for a long time.  Claim Him as Your Savior and Lord, and you will never regret it.  This will be the greatest step you will ever take.

Father, may there be real victories today.  Some of Your people are defeated and in misery because of self-will.  Break down the barriers.  Give faith to claim the blessings.  For those who need You as Savior and Lord, may they turn to You at this moment.  As they acknowledge their sin, may they receive Christ who died for their sins.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824
