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Our Persistent Troublemaker

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been said wisely that a loose tongue often gets its owner into a tight place.  Who could estimate the trouble and misery that has resulted from our uncontrolled tongues!  

God offers many valuable warnings in the Bible, relative to our speech, to which we should give heed.  For example, consider Ecclesiastes 5:2, Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.  Keep that last phrase in mind:  Let thy words be few.  Since the spoken word cannot be recalled, it is important that we weigh every word, and speak cautiously and carefully.  For it is true (as it has been said), “Of the unspoken word, thou art the master; of the spoken word, thou art no longer the master; of the written word, thou art the slave.”  The instant we speak a word, it is no longer ours.  Thus how essential it is that our speech be helpful, instructive, kind and useful.

We are told in Proverbs 4:24, Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.  The word “froward,” as used here, means “ungovernable or uncontrolled.”  Is your tongue under control?  In Proverbs 15:1, we are reminded that A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.  How do you react when someone says something unkind to you?  Do you retaliate by striking back with something worse?  As believers, we must never be guilty of such a thing.  Rather, we should give a soft answer.  Be kind to a child of God, and glorifying to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Usually, when this kind of answer is given, the strife will cease.  On the other hand, if a sharp reply is given, anger and animosity will build up and the strife will become worse.
Another enlightening verse is found in Proverbs 15:28, where we are told that The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things.  According to this verse, one of the marks of a wicked man is his uncontrolled speech.  On the other hand, the righteous man is thoughtful and careful about what he says.  As he grows older, he should become wiser by talking less and saying more.  

Recalling the years of my ministry, I am reminded of some of the mature saints I have known who were up in years.  I considered it extremely worthwhile to sit and listen to those dear people tell of their many experiences in life.  It seemed like everything they had to say was most helpful.  On the other hand, I have never forgotten other people I have known who talked most of the time.  There appeared to be no end to their one-sided conversation.  They rattled along at an uncontrolled speed.  Many of the words they spoke were without thought – just talk, talk, talk.  There is so much damage done by such thoughtless talking – usually just words that are spoken without serious thought.  

Another helpful verse in Proverbs is found in chapter 21, verse 23.  Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.  All of us have had the unforgettable experience of telling somebody off.  In anger, we told them what we really thought about them, and then for days to come, we were sorry we said it.  And, yet, even though we may have gone to that person and apologized, it just seemed as though we couldn’t get over the fact of our foolishness.  How ridiculous the whole episode was, and yet it is possible to keep ourselves from such experiences by allowing the Lord to control our speech.
In chapter 26 of Proverbs (verse 4) God says, Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.  Have we not (at one time or another) spoiled our testimony by what we said?  Not only this, we have condemned others for the very thing we have done ourselves.  Suppose somebody has been unkind to you – having made derogatory remarks about you.  You are not to be like him.  Don’t spoil your testimony because somebody else spoiled his.  You must glorify Christ in all you have to say.

Another evil that has brought misery to believers, as the result of an uncontrolled tongue, is gossip.  The Lord reminds us that where not wood is, there the fireth goeth out; and where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.  Get the picture?  You have a blazing fire.  As the wood burns, you throw on more to keep the fire going.  If you stop throwing the wood on, sooner or later the fire will die out.  Gossiping is like fire.  The more you gossip and spread wild tales, the greater the fire and destruction will be.  If you refuse to be a part of gossip, you won’t be in the way, and you won’t be throwing wood on, and you will help to put the fire out.  Thus don’t let Satan get the victory in your life by sharing in gossip and adding to the fire of strife.

Well there is one more verse in Proverbs we should think about.  It is found in chapter 29, verse 20.  Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him.  We need to be careful of a quick reply, especially when we are accused or something unkind said about us.  A quick reply may be sarcastic or sharp.  A man guilty of this evil is not acceptable to the Lord.  In fact God says a fool is more acceptable.  The real problem of one’s speech is not only the tongue, but the heart.  Jesus said, Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  Frequently our words are not pleasing to God because our hearts are not right with God.  If you are having trouble with your speech, maybe you have heart trouble.  Possibly you need to yield more completely to the Lord’s control.  For only the yielded life can overcome disturbing speech.  
Now, if you are not a Christian, you need Christ in your life.  I urge you to receive Him just now.  Let Him be your Lord and Master.  Bow your head and pray, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I realize that You died for my sins.  Thus I invite you to come into your life and save me.  God will enter, and He will give you the strength to speak glorifying words – words that honor Him and exalt His Wonderful Name – but without Him it is impossible, dear friend.  That’s why I ask you to make your decision for Christ right now.

Father God, we look unto You today, realizing how many times we have sinned with the tongue.  And, dear Lord, as we afresh present ourselves to you, we pray that You will speak through us words that will edify and glorify the name of Jesus.  Have Your way in us, for we pray through Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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