Peace For You

A large bank, advertising its safety deposit boxes, coined a phrase, “Peace of mind for a few pennies a day.”  One could have complete security for bonds, jewelry, and valuable papers very reasonably and the security would do away with worry.  Thus, peace of mind was assured at little financial cost.

But more important than peace of mind for our tangible values is peace of mind relative to our spiritual values.  As the result, multitudes of people flock to places of worship on worship days: cathedrals, temples, mosques, shrines, churches, Christian Science reading rooms, Kingdom Halls, and many other places are attended by earnest seekers in quest of peace of mind.  Not only do people attend places of worship in their attempt to discover peace of mind, there are many, many thousand who have taken the other route of pleasure and lust; imbibing in alcohol and drugs or maybe even both, trying to escape the monotonous drudgery of life, hoping to become possessors of peace of mind.  We cannot overlook the fact that too some degree, alcohol and drugs do help, that is, temporarily, for they do dull the senses for a few hours, but the eventual hangover is inevitable.  This is a poor substitute for peace of mind.  The only effective peace of mind available in this world is found in the person of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  Ephesians 2:14 tells us that Christ is our peace.  Though surrounded by troubles of all kinds, we may have peace of mind through Him.

Of course, it is possible for even one who is a follower of Christ to be a stranger to Christ’s peace.  While believing in Jesus as Savior, one may not necessarily know Him as Lord.  The world and its allurement have a greater attraction than the things of Christ.  In John 16:33, Jesus said, These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  If the believer prefers to travel the worldly root, putting materialism and the things of the flesh first, it is his prerogative.  But one thing is sure; he will never know real peace.  He will be overcome with fear and worry, which is the opposite of God’s peace.

There is a remedy for peace in the life of the believer who has Christ but does not have peace, and that is to allow Jesus Christ to have first place.  Everything should be subservient to Him.  Then and only then can the child of God know the perfect peace that Isaiah spoke about in Isaiah 26:3 where we read, Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind id stayed on thee.  If the Christian follows along in the course of this world, allowing worldliness to have the preeminence in his life, he will have tribulation and more tribulation.  But, if his affection and desire is centered in Jesus Christ, the result is clear as He said; In me ye shall have peace.  I hope Jesus Christ has the preeminence in your life for, if He does, you will have the strength to face any adversity of life regardless of how disturbing it might be.

Many years ago, a man in China by the name of Ling Ching Ting, who had lived a godless life, heard the Gospel and received Jesus as Lord.  Following his conversion, he had a burden to tell his own people about the Savior.  He went to all his old friends, finding many of them in the dens of iniquity, where he told them of Christ.  Occasionally, he was thrown out of some of these places bodily.  At other times, he was beaten and stoned.  But he refused to stop witnessing.  At last his persecutors brought him before a cruel magistrate and the witnesses made the vilest charges imaginable against him.  The judge declared him guilty and sentenced him to an almost unbelievable beating.  Following the beating, he appeared to be dead.  But some of his friends picked him up and carried him to his missionary friends, one of whom was a doctor.  Upon reviving the faithful saint, the doctor offered words of comfort.  But almost before he could speak, the suffering believer said, “My poor body be in great pain, but my inside heart be in great peace.”

Well, this is the way it is when one really knows Jesus Christ and follows Him.  The outward circumstances may be very disturbing, depressing, and discouraging.  But the words of 1 John 4:4 are true.  Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.  The indwelling Christ who is our peace is far greater than any of our circumstances and gives us the enabling peace to overcome.  In Psalm 29:11 we read that the Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace.  Indeed he does.  He gives peace beyond measure.  Let me ask those of you who may be uncertain about this peace.  Do you really know Jesus Christ as your own?  Have you acknowledge Him as your Savior and Lord?  If you have not, you know nothing of this marvelous peace I am speaking about for it is found in Christ and no other way.  There is only one way to experience it and that is to submit to Christ, recognize the fact of your sin, but at the same time realize that Christ died for your sins.  Then claim Him as your Savior and Lord.

A young woman in a long robe was interviewed on television.  After a few years of searching and experimentation, she had joined a mystic religion.  When asked if she had found the peace and happiness she was searching for, she replied, “I hope so.”  Well, in my thinking, this answer was quite weak.  Obviously, she was uncertain.  When one who has truly trusted in Christ is asked if he has found real peace, his answer will not be I hope so, he will know so.  Thus, I urge you to trust in Him at this very moment if you never have.  Just simply say, Lord Jesus, I am a sinner but I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.  And then, thank Him for this great salvation.

