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         The Book You Need

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Did you know that Mary Magdalene was the mother of Jesus?  That the New Testament book which records Paul’s conversion is Psalms? That the last book of the Bible is called Evolution? That the first murderer listed in the Old Testament is Pilot?  That the title of the first four New Testament books is Beatitudes?  Well these are some of the answers that were taken from a Bible knowledge test given to 357 incoming freshmen at a college in Pennsylvania.  Of a total of 25 questions, most of them elementary, the average number answered correctly was eight.  Seventy-five students who had served as Sunday school teachers achieved a median score of 11.  

A check of six typical questions revealed that 256 students could not name the New Testament book which recounts the story of Paul’s conversion.  Two-hundred and nine failed to identify correctly the title given to the first four New Testament books.  Two-hundred and eight did not know the name of either of Naomi’s daughters-in-law.  One hundred and seventy-three could not name the first murderer listed in the Old Testament.  One hundred and forty were unable to identify the last book in the Bible.  One hundred and twenty-nine could not name the author of the largest group of letters in the New Testament.  

Most of the students who entered the college where the test was given came from what might be spoken of as middle-class Protestant homes.  Eighty-six percent ranked in the upper two-fifths of their high school graduating classes.  Three hundred and thirty-five out of the 357 freshmen listed themselves as members of their respective churches.  Most of the students also stated that they had attended Sunday school from childhood.  

While none of us can be enthusiastic about the results of this test, it provides a revealing commentary on the pitiful lack of Bible knowledge possessed by high school graduates.  But considering the results of the test, one wonders if the parents of these young people could have done any better.  For wherever we go – even among enthusiastic Christian groups – it seems that more emphasis is being placed on experience than doctrine.  There is nothing that should supplant a knowledge of the word of God in one’s life.  When we realize that this book is the eternal truth of God which has come from the mind of God, we should do everything in our power to get hold of its contents.

A certain church wanted to honor its godly pastor, who for 25 years ministered faithfully to the needs of the congregation.  They had a reception for him, and presented three gifts:  one was a beautiful clock to take the place of one that he had admired, but was worn out; the second was a generous gift of money; while the third was a beautiful new Bible.  Several weeks later, the church board had a meeting in the pastor’s study.  One of the men seated next to the pastor’s desk noticed that the gift Bible was lying open at the flyleaf.  It contained an inscription which had been written by the chairman of the board several weeks before.  Underneath the inscription, the pastor had since written: The check is gone, the clock is going, but the word of God abideth forever.
Everything that you and I hold dear will soon pass away, but God’s word will remain.  This being the case, don’t you think that every follower of Christ ought to give hours of study to the only piece of literature that will stand the test of time?  God says, in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  The Bible is the inspired word of God.  For this reason, believers should spend time reading the Scriptures every day.  This practice is essential if one expects to grow and mature in the faith.  The Bible is a book of life.  It is profitable for teaching, conviction, restoration, and education in righteousness.  It reveals God in the fullness of His love through Christ.  It strengthens, encourages, comforts, challenges, and discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart.  It is a lamp to the feet, and a light to the pathway – not only day-by-day, but month-by-month and year-by-year.  It can be read over and over again until its words become a part of life itself.  It never becomes tiring, but is always inspiring.  It offers life to those who are spiritually dead, light in the place of darkness, food for the soul, and refreshment for the heart.  There is no other book comparable to this treasury of Truth.

When Joshua succeeded Moses as the leader of Israel, God said to him, This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.  Four things were stressed in this command to Joshua: The prohibition, the precept, the purpose, and the promise.
Regarding the prohibition, God declared that His word shall not depart out of thy mouth.  What was true of Joshua is true of us.  Followers of Christ should have a working knowledge of the Bible.  They should be ready at any time to be able to give an answer for the reason of the hope that is within.  Since the Bible is the Christian’s textbook, he should know what it says and teaches.  If he does, he will be prepared to face any situation in life.

Next we note the precept: Thou shalt meditate therein day and night.  Not only are Believers obligated to read the word of God, they are to think on it.  It should be allowed to penetrate our very being so that it becomes a part of us.  This involves the consistent memorization of Scripture.  This is what Jeremiah did.  He said, Thy words were found, and I did eat them.  By spending ample time in the word of God, Jeremiah assimilated the truth to the extent that it became a part of him.  

There must also be purpose relative to the Scriptures.  Why should we read and study the Bible?  That we might observe to do according to all that is written therein.  The Bible is not simply for entertainment.  Though it is a beautiful piece of literature, it should not be read and studied for that reason only.  The word of God has been given to us to live by.  It is the final rule of faith in practice.  One may set up his own moral standards, but no device of man is comparable to God’s standard as found in His word.  All we read and study in the Bible should result in holy living.
Children of God who respect the prohibition, the precept and the purpose, will enjoy the promise:  Then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.  This is the only use of the word “success” in the entire Bible.  Isn’t it interesting that when God speaks of success, it is related to a knowledge of the Scriptures.  It is obvious that there is no real and lasting success apart from an understanding of God’s word.  When one knows the Bible and obeys it, he is well on the way to prosperity and blessing.

Are you taking the time you should each day to get God’s message from His word?  If this has not been your practice, get started.  Read the Bible systematically every day.  Let nothing interfere, and you will discover the treasures God has prepared for you.  Of course, until you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, the Bible won’t mean very much.  Have you received Him?  If not, now is the best time of all.  Receive Jesus Christ and then the Bible will become a living Book.

Blessed God, we pray that this Book may unfold to our hearts to the end that we may see and hear from the living God.  For I pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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