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Don’t Miss Out

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I am Allen Blair, and you’re tuned to Glad Tidings.  Do you realize that every believer in Jesus Christ has an amazing privilege he can enjoy daily?  And yet few of God’s people seem to take full advantage of it.  

Most of us have heard of the proverbial rich uncle.  We like to think if we were to hear from him, we should have enough money to meet every need of our lives. But for most of us the rich uncle is merely an imaginary figure referred to in jest.  Even if he were real, knowing Jesus Christ as Lord would be of far greater value in our lives than any such person.  You see, Christ has promised to care for all our needs.  As believers, we may call on Him in prayer for every thing.  He invites us to come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.  Notice God says, come boldly.  This means come to Him telling all.  Let all your requests be made known unto God.  Many ask the Lord for things in the same cringing manner in which they request a raise from the boss.  God wants us to come to the throne of grace boldly. 
He expects us to pray in faith.  Often we pray without the slightest hope of receiving an answer.  The Bible says, Ask, and ye shall receive.  Most of us ask and then worry.  We ask and toss about on our beds at night.  God says come by faith and commit all your needs unto Me.  Without faith  (He says) it is impossible to please him.  

George Mueller, of Bristol England, receives so many answers to prayer that people thought he had a secret stairway into the Presence of God.  One day someone asked, “Have you always found the Lord faithful to His promises?”  He replied, “Always.  He has never failed me.  For nearly 70 years, every need in connection with my orphanage has been supplied.  The orphans from the first day until now have numbered 9500.  They have never wanted a meal.  Hundreds of times we have commenced the day without a penny, but our heavenly Father has sent supplies the moment they were actually required.  During all these years, I have been able to trust in the living God alone.  Seven million dollars have been sent to me in answer to prayer.  We have wanted as much as $250,000 in one year, and it has always come when needed.  No man can ever say ‘I have asked him for a penny.’ We have no committees, no collectors, no voting and no endowments.  All has come in answer to believing prayer.”

My! isn’t that a marvelous testimony.  But do you realize George Mueller’s God is no different from your God.  What the Lord did for George Mueller He will do for you, if you will by faith take hold of His word and pray.

Most of us do not have answers to our prayers because we do not ask.  We don’t spend the time we should waiting on God.  We are so busy attending to the things of lesser importance that we miss out on the really important things of life.  

A man once told a minister he didn’t have time to pray.  The minister replied, “If you have so much business to care for that you have no time to pray, then you have more business on hand than God ever intended you to have.”  Have you become so busy that you’re neglecting to have a quiet time with the Lord each day?  You are making a grave mistake.  God says in James 4:2, Ye have not, because ye ask not.  Neglect of prayer always results in a life of care.

The Lord Jesus said, Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.  Are you enjoying real happiness in life?  If not, discover the secret of committing all your problems and cares to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Of course, after you tell Him all about them, leave them with Him.  He alone can work things out.  After you pray, don’t pick up all your burdens and carry them away with you.  Leave them with the Lord Jesus.  He will never fail you.

Sometimes when we pray the answer is not recognized when it comes.  If we are praying as we should for God’s will in the matter, the answer may be altogether different from what we expected.  Someone has written, “He asked for strength that he might achieve; he was made weak, that he might obey.  He asked for health, that he might do greater things; he was given infirmity, that he might do better things.  He asked for riches, that he might be happy; he was given poverty that he might be wise.  He asked for power, that he might have the praise of men; he was given weakness that he might feel the need of God.  He asked for all things, that he might enjoy life; he was given life, that he might enjoy all things.  He received nothing he asked for; all that he hoped for.  His prayer is answered; he is blessed.”
How wonderful that we can leave the decision with God.  Nothing is more important for any of us than the will of Almighty God.  How about it?  Are you enjoying the high privilege of prayer which the Lord has made possible for every believer?  Are you spending the time you should with Him?  Communing with Him?  Enjoying all the blessings He has in store for you?  

Before closing I should say one more thing about prayer.  Prayer is more than words from the lips; it is a condition of the heart.  God says in James 5:16 that The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  Jesus said, in John 15:7, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

To possess prayer power, our hearts must be in tune with God.  Are you right with God?  I hope you are.  Do you know the Lord Jesus as your very own?  I hope so.  If not, trust Him right now.  

Heavenly Father, I thank You for the many answers to prayer You have given.  You have been faithful beyond measure.  Teach each of us how to pray, so that we might have power in prayer.  Be with those who need Christ, I ask; that they may turn to Him.  In His blessed Name.  Amen.
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