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Drift No Longer

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Thanks for joining us for Glad Tidings.  Please stay with us for the next several minutes, because we have something of real interest.  Should you be drifting on the sea of life without a reliant hope and unquestionable security, I am especially concerned that you stay with us.

David the psalmist was an aged man tried by the afflictions of many years when he wrote in Psalm 37:25, I have been young, and now I am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.  My! what a marvelous testimony coming from the lips of one who really put God to the test on so many occasions.  David had suffered much.  He endured severe sorrows and afflictions.  But the Lord always brought him through.  God has promised to do this for all who trust and obey Him.  The apostle Paul could say, But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  When one has Jesus Christ in his heart, he has everything; for the Lord promises to care for those who believe on His Son.

An afflicted woman went to her pastor with a perplexing problem.  While relating her difficulties and anxieties, she explained (more to herself than to her pastor), “Oh, if I had not know Him . . . “  She did not finish her sentence, but the pastor understood what she meant:  If I had not known Him, I could never have borne it.  Without Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, life is without peace, blessing, or comfort in affliction.  

Now I wonder if you can say, “I know Him.  I have received Christ into my life.  He is my Friend, Counselor, and eternal hope.”  Does Jesus Christ mean everything to you?  Or are you like some I have met who once knew fruitfulness and joy in their lives because Christ had “first place,” but gradually other things crept in and crowded Christ out.  Some of these dear friends would give anything in the world to get back to that place of blessing.  Well, of course, they can get back.  Christ wants them to come back.  God says, Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him.  I wonder if maybe you have forsaken Him?  Have you become so busy and engrossed in worldly affairs that God has been crowded out of your life?  Have you neglected the morning quiet time of prayer and Bible reading, which has contributed to your defeated life?  Have things been going hard for you lately?  Has it been difficult to make ends meet?  Have so-called friends surprised you by their attitudes and actions?  Are you at wit’s end corner?  What should you do?  
Maybe you are saying, “If only I could get up out of this place and start again somewhere else, everything would take care of itself.”  But just a minute!  Do you remember the incident when Jesus told the disciples to launch out into the deep and let down the nets?  Peter spoke up quickly, and said, Master, we have toiled all night and have taken nothing.  But, finally convinced that they should obey Christ, they let down their nets.  And in those same waters where they caught nothing, they made a miraculous haul.  Now how do you explain this?  They fished all night in their own energy, without the Lord; but when they listened to Him, and did what He said, they caught fish.  Using a different line or net or changing their location could have never done it.  They caught fish in the same waters (with the same burdens and the same trials) because they listened to the voice of Jesus.  Now you may go elsewhere, but (be sure) your problems and difficulties will go with you because your greatest problem is your “self.”  Until we get in tune with God, our troubles will multiply wherever we are.  A new environment cannot provide a permanent solution for our problems.  
The state of California is a wonderful state in which to live.  Yet, for many years, there was a higher percentage of suicides there than in any other state in the Union.  This seems strange when one thinks of its beautiful scenery, its blue skies and bright sunlight.  Life (one might think) would be easier there than anywhere.  Why then were there so many suicides?  The reason ascribed is: many, who turn to California’s climate for recovery of health, or to its booming business for restoration of personal fortune, have first tried every other possible place or remedy they could; and when this last hope failed, they yielded to melancholy and despair, and sought to end it all in death.  We cannot escape the fact that our greatest problem is self.  Our greatest need is to have the heart put in tune with God and to be right with Him.  Well, let me ask.  Are you drifting on the sea of life, without hope?  I invite you to call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and give Him a chance to provide a plan and purpose for your life.  He desires to be your unerring guide.  He promises in Psalm 32:8, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way in which thou shalt go:  I will guide thee with mine eye.  

O’ I have proved an unerring guide
whose love I loathe to grieve

He brings me golden promises 
my heart can scarce receive

He leadeth me in hope and cheer
doth o’er my path provide

For dreary nights and days of drought 

have you so sure a guide?

Quench not the faintest whisper 

that the heavenly dove may bring

He seeks with holy love to lure 

the wanderer ‘neath His wing

Cease to wander, friend.  Listen to God’s blessed invitation.  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  You need Jesus Christ in your life.  For without Him you are like a ship without an anchor.  No captain would think of taking a ship to sea without an anchor -- even though it were the greatest and most modern liner afloat.  Circumstances might arise when the hope of the ship and all on board would depend not on the captain, nor the crew, the engines, the compass, or the steering gear: but on the anchor.  Christ is our anchor.  

We read in Hebrews 6:19, Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast.  If Christ is not the anchor of your life, let Him become that to your soul right now.  If you have drifted away, return to a safe harbor in Him.  Oh, Christ loves you, dear friend.  He loves you so much.  He doesn’t want you to go on the way you’ve been going on.  He wants you to get on a new path: His chosen path.  And I’ll tell you, it is a blessed path.   Let God work in your life as you confess your sin to God and receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.

Our Father and our God, I pray that if any of Your people have drifted from You that they will come back as they confess their sin.  If others listening know not Christ our Savior, may they receive Him as Lord of all.  For I ask in His blessed Name, and pray for His glory.  Amen.
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