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Lord, Give Us Compassion

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I need not tell you that we are living in a cold world that is greatly in need of God’s love.  We who know the Lord should be showing forth this wonderful love to everyone possible by telling them of God’s great provision of salvation.

I had a meeting in New Jersey where I met a young man in his early 40’s who had a burning desire to see his friends and neighbors come to Christ.  For 40 years he had attended a liberal church and knew nothing of the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  But through a miraculous provision of the Lord, he came to know the Savior.  He turned his life over to Jesus Christ, and literally became a firebrand for God.

He had been extremely successful in the business world, and lived in one of the better neighborhoods of his community.  Shortly after he was saved, he got a burden to tell everyone in his neighborhood about Christ.  God had done so much for him that he felt he could not keep it a secret.  He went to every home and invited the residents to join him on Friday evenings to study the Bible.  Being well-respected in his neighborhood, there were 25 or more who came every Friday evening.  Some of these people had no church connection whatsoever.  Others attended church occasionally, but had little interst in the things of God.  Because their young neighbor was so enthusiastic for the Lord, with a heart overflowing with compassion, every one in the class was awakened to their need of Jesus Christ.  Lives were turned over to the Lord.  For the first three months of the class, my friend got one of the evangelical preachers to teach; but because of the many demands on his time, the preacher could not continue.  So the organizer of the class became the teacher – and what a marvelous job he did.  In addition, he became active in his church, and there on Sundays he taught a large Bible class.  Following his conversion, every paycheck that was given out in this man’s business had in it an attractive, well-written gospel message.  He did everything he could to spread the gospel.  

Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if all of God’s people would share this same compassion for those who need Christ!  So many of us, who claim to be followers of the Lord, seem to have little concern for those around us!  There are lost and dying men and women, young people, boys and girls, who are on their way to eternal hell in need of a Savior.  But what do we do?  We pass them up.  We have no concern.  We have no interest.  What will it take to shake us from our lethargy and move us to compassion?  We need only to look into the life of our Lord to sense something of the warm-hearted compassion He had for all those around Him.  In the 15th chapter of Matthew, Jesus sought to get away from the crowds of people that were following Him.  In fact, for three days He had been up in the mountains ministering to the multitudes that came to Him; but before dispersing the crowd He realized their hunger, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat; and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.  Christ was concerned about the physical needs of these people, as well as their spiritual; and for that reason, He provided food miraculously for 4,000 men, plus women and children.

On another occasion, Jesus was traveling along a dusty road when two blind men sitting by the side of the road cried out, Have mercy upon us, O Lord thou son of David.  Other people around tried to silence them, but the men continued to cry, repeatedly, Have mercy upon us, O Lord thou son of David.  We read in the 20th chapter of Matthew, the 34th verse, So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed him.  In Luke 7, we have the account of Jesus entering the gate into the city of Nain.  At the same time, there was a funeral procession coming out.  The only son of a widow had died, and was being buried.  We read in verse 13, And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.  Then Jesus went to the casket, touched it, and said, Arise.  And the dead son sat up.  Jesus helped him out of the casket, and he was united with his mother.

All through the gospels we see Jesus reaching out with loving concern to those around Him.  How important it is that every child of God pray daily that God will give us this same compassion in order that we might communicate God’s message of grace.  There are people all around us who are hurting.  They have severe needs.  Their greatest need is salvation through Jesus Christ.  After all, since you and I know the way to God through Christ, we need to help these people and show them what great things He has done: the greatest being His death on the cross, and His resurrection. It is His will for us that we share this blessed gospel message.  

Before Christ ascended into heaven, He said (as we find it in John 14:12), Verily, verily I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  The greater works that Jesus spoke about refer not to content but extent.  He did not mean that we would be able to do all that He did (such as the raising of the dead, and many of the other mighty miracles He performed).  What He was referring to was that He would endue us with power through the Holy Spirit so we could go into all the world and carry the gospel to every creature.  Great things are being accomplished these days through the spreading of the gospel, but there is so much more to be done.  And it will take compassion in the hearts of God’s people to do it.  We have the Holy Spirit.  The opportunities are here.  The greatest need of all is that you and I will allow God to fill our hearts to overflowing with a burning compassion to share the gospel with all those around us.  
Somebody has said, “You cannot touch another person’s heart with anything less than your own.”  Oh, that’s so true, my friend.  Without the love of God within us we shall have no concern to witness to those around us.  Normally our hearts are cold.  We are selfish.  We have little concern for other people.  This is why we need a work of God in us to give us His compassion so we shall witness to the lost.  

A Christian brother, day after day, had prayed, “Lord Jesus, have compassion on a lost world.”  But one day, as he prayed that prayer, it seemed that God rebuked him, and said, “I have had compassion on a lost world; now it is up to you to have compassion.”  Could it be that there is little or no love in your heart for the lost because there is no Christ in your heart?  You may be a good church member, but like many church members you have never come into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ the Son of God.  If this is true, I urge you to turn to Him right now and experience His great love in salvation, and then reach out to those around you, and share the truth of the gospel with them.

Blessed Lord, take us as we are.  Break us.  Melt us.  Mold us.  Do whatever is necessary with us, that we shall have a fresh baptism of Your love; that we might be motivated to tell others about Jesus Christ our wonderful Lord, in whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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