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  Too Bad For Heaven; Too Good For Hell
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It is surprising to consider the number of people who never do any serious thinking about spiritual matters until some shocking calamity strikes.  All of us should be ready to meet God at any time.  The question is: How does a person get ready?  Well I’ll have the answer in just a few minutes.

Someone was heard saying, “I am not good enough for Heaven, but on the other hand I am not bad enough for hell.”  This kind of thinking does not represent only one person.  It seems to be pretty common.  Most people admit readily that they are not perfect, but though they are willing to concede that they do have a few faults, they feel that they are not really bad.  They agree that they are not quite good enough for Heaven, but on the other hand (since they are not really bad) they are not bad enough for hell.  Do they respect the idea of hell?  Yes.  Most of them usually do, but only as a place for the really bad people like murderers, thieves, and the like.

Now here is a question that must be answered:  If one is not good enough for Heaven and not bad enough for hell, where does he go when he dies?  Now some would like to think that there is some kind of intermediary state for such people.  Though they (nor anyone else) have any grounds for such an idea, it seems to satisfy the conscience.  Well the sad tragedy of the whole affair is, however, that these people are not willing to face the facts.  What they are surmising about is all clearly stated in the Bible.  There we are told exactly what God requires if one is to go to Heaven and escape hell.

Now here is another important question:  Who decides who is good enough for Heaven and who is bad enough for hell?  The authority to make this decision does not belong to man, but to God.  The Lord Jesus Christ declared in Matthew 10:28, Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  The weakness of one trying to analyze his own spiritual condition is that he does it usually by his own standards as he compares himself with other people in general.  The apostle Paul tells us that there were some like this in Corinth.  They measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.  It is not man’s right to judge himself as to whether he will go to Heaven or to hell.  This belongs to the mind and counsel of Almighty God.  
Looking into the book of Romans, we find some very definite principles relative to divine judgment.  First, we are told in Romans 2:2 that the judgment of God is according to truth.  One’s speculation cannot be matched with the truth of God.  God is the Creator; man is simply the creature.  What God says is the final word, not what man says.  How does one know what God says?  It’s found in the Bible.  But you say, “I don’t believe the Bible.”  That doesn’t change things.  It really doesn’t matter what one believes or what he does not believe.  The Bible remains as God’s truth.  In Romans 1:20, we are told that those who do not accept it as truth are without excuse.  No one will ever be able to stand before God in judgment and argue that they did not know the Bible was truth.  This lame excuse will be meaningless because God has not only told us that it is truth, He made it clear that we shall be judged according to this truth.

Now notice the second principle.  God states that He will render to every man according to his deeds.  Every one’s works will be judged according to the truth as found in God’s word.  The comparison will be made between God’s holy requirements and our personal attainments.  Our deeds will be judged in the light of God’s perfection.  If you think that you’re not so bad, consider what God says in Romans 3:10 and 23.  There is none righteous, no, not one. . . For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  This being the case, as far as you are concerned, in your self salvation is impossible.  God realizing this took the initiative, and made eternal salvation available to every one by sending His Son Jesus Christ to earth to die for our sins.
Thus the real issue is:  What is your attitude toward Jesus Christ?  Is He your Savior and Lord?  Judgment will not be the result of whether you have been good or bad, but whether you have received Christ into your life.  Paul wrote in Romans 2:16 that God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.  The Bible speaks of two groups:  those who are saved, and those who are lost.  In John 3:36, we read first of those who are saved.  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.  But then, regarding the lost, God says, He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.  There is no escape here for the person who says “I am not good enough for Heaven, but I’m not bad enough for hell.”  It is the case of one or the other.  Either we are saved or we are lost.  If we are lost, when we die we shall go to hell immediately – with no possibility of ever getting out.  If we are saved, we shall go to be with Jesus Christ to spend eternity with Him.  

Now if you are not a child of God, do not build up false hopes.  Do not think that you will find another way.  You may be wise and clever.  You may have deceived many people.  You may even belong in jail.  You have fooled the public – even your closest friends – and you are laughing inside.  But, friend, God sees everything; and His word assures us that those who die without Jesus Christ must pay for their sins.  You see, God made this great provision of sending His Son to this earth to live as a man.  He suffered, and then finally He was beaten, He was judged and placed on a cross; and there He died.  Why?  Did He die a martyr’s death?  Did He die because He was in a corner and couldn’t get out?  Not at all!  He said, No man taketh if (my life) from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  Certainly He had that power.  He was God (and He still is God).  One day He is coming back again.  But in the meantime, you need to do some serious thinking.  If you have never received Him as your Savior and Lord, don’t put this off.  Don’t wait.  It is very dangerous to do that.  Things happen so quickly in life (and, of course, then death).  And so (I urge you) if you have never definitely received the Son of God into your life as Savior and Lord, do it right now.  Then write to us and we’ll send you some free literature that will help you get started in the Christian way of life.  
Blessed Lord, help all of us to face reality.  You have stated the way of salvation clearly in Your word.  May none of us miss the simple yet profound truth as You have given it through Jesus our Lord.  I pray this in His wonderful Name.  Amen.
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