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Are You Truthful?

Lying seems to be pretty convenient at times but sooner or later it usually catches up with us.  The better choice is truth at all times.  When truth is spoken, there need be no fear.  Lying is such a common practice in our day that it would be considered ridiculous by some to even mention as being evil.  Yet, because the majority practices something does by no means make it right.

Have you ever realized that sin began its destructive course in this world as the result of a lie?  For thousands of years, truth had reigned supreme and earth was a paradise.  God created Adam and Eve pure, but with subtlety, Satan approached Eve with a well thought out plan based on a lie to entice her to fall.  God had given Adam and Eve the liberty to eat from all of the trees in the garden with the exception of one.  The first couple was told that if they ate of the tree in the midst of the garden, known as the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, they would die.  Satan beguiled Eve with a lie saying, “You shall not surely die.”  Considering the important part a lie played in the fall of man, surely you must realize the seriousness of lying.

Satan did not complete his work in the garden.  He has continued it down through the centuries into our present day.  He and his thousands of demons have encouraged and propagated lies in every realm of society.  They will continue their destructive program until Jesus Christ returns.  Wherever we turn we hear lies.  Parents lie to their children.  Children lie to their parents.  Business concerns lie in their advertising.  Much of the news we read in print is garbled and muddled by lies.  Some of our politicians are masters in the art of lying.  Falsehood is everywhere.  It is used by the poor and the rich, the blacks and the whites, the educated and the uneducated.  Even church people are guilty.  Hardly a congregation is without its gossipers who go about speaking lies.  Many of our pulpits are occupied by faithless pastors who with their high-sounding phrases deny the truth of God’s Word.  False prophets are found in every part of the world, deceiving their innocent victims with lies.

God has never changed in His attitude toward lying.  In Zachariah 8:16,17 He says, These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbor; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the Lord.  Not only does God hate lying, as seen in these verses, but we are told also that many liars will ultimately finish their lying in hell.  This is made clear in Revelation 21:8.  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

You may be wondering about Christians who lie.  Regrettably, there are some.  Will they go to hell too?  Not if they have truly believed on Jesus Christ.  Lying will not keep a believer from heaven, for he is saved by God’s grace, not by what he does.  But you may be sure, he will not be a Spirit-filled and fruitful Christian.  He will know nothing about the power of God in his life, for he is carnal, controlled by the flesh.  The unsaved liar is motivated by Satan.  Even though he may go to church and give the appearance of being a believer, he is under the control of the evil one.  The Lord Jesus said of such ones, Ye are of your father the devil, and the lust of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer from the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it (John 8:44).

Actually, one who had never received Jesus Christ into his life should not pray to God but to the devil, because the devil is his father.  When he prays, he should start out by saying, “Oh, dear devil, this is what I want you to do for me.”  The devil may promise you that he will do it, but he won’t do a thing because he is the father of lies.  It is a serious mistake to worship him.

We must worship Jesus Christ, the true and only God who cannot lie.  If you have received Jesus Christ into your life and you are a born-again believer, the Bible has something to say to you.  In Psalm 15:1, David asked and important question.  Lord,who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?  In verse 2 he records the answer, He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.  To abide in the tabernacle and to dwell in the holy hill means that one is living in blessing and fruitfulness.  David is portraying the godly man.  An evidence of his godliness is that he speaks the truth.

In Ephesians 4:15 we have the same thought where Paul writes, But speaking the truth in love, that we may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.  The believer who is truthful will mature in the faith.  He will grow into spiritual maturity and be a believer to whom others will look for help and direction.

God has much more to say in His Word about lying.  I beseech you, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, go before God, let Him examine your heart, pray with David, Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in m, and lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:23).  God will respond to your prayer immediately.  He will put His finger on anything that is displeasing to Him.  Then let Him remove every trace of lying, that you will in no way be guilty of this sorrowful sin.  Now to you who have never taken Jesus Christ into your life, you cannot defeat lying in your own strength.  You need the Son of the living God.  That is why I urge you to let Him become your Savior and Lord.  Simply bow your head and say, "Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I know I need to be saved.  And right now I receive you as my Savior and Lord.”  I guarantee you, Jesus Christ will enter your life, never to leave.  Trust Him right now.

