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What a privilege it is for the child of God to give to Him who gave His all for us.  Not all believers have discovered the joy of giving and, I should add, the blessing of giving.  We don’t give to get, but it is certainly true that God honors those who honor him.

God’s work is sustained and advanced by the faithful stewardship of God’s people.  Believers who have committed their lives to the Lord fully are usually the ones who bear the financial load, making it possible to proclaim the life-giving message of truth throughout the world.  Have you ever heard of anyone responding to a money appeal with, “If I had it, I would give it?”  Well, That’s usually nothing more than a nice way of saying, “Don’t count on me.” 

Please give some thought to the words of 2 Corinthians 8:12.  For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.  Paul is telling us here that if a person has a heart for the Lord’s work, he won’t talk about what he doesn’t have.  He will give graciously of that which he does have.  The motivation for this, Paul reminds us, is a willing mind.  A willing mind is the result of a genuine heart experience with Christ.  One who is transformed by the grace of God will realize that since Jesus Christ gave His all for us, we should give our all for Him.  

Our giving should always be to the glory of God.  This is the only kind of giving that is worthwhile.  For it is spiritual giving in contrast to emotional giving which very often depends on touching stories to stir the emotions.  Sometimes the guilt approach is used.  “If you don’t give,” we are told, “God’s work will suffer and people will be lost and go to hell.”  Others use various gimmicks to acquire funds.  But the Scriptures teach a full surrender to God, resulting in a willing mind.  With a willing mind there will be a sincere heart concern to reach the lost for Jesus Christ.  We shall become serious about where and what the Lord would have us do relative to the support of Christian work.

Naturally, we cannot support everything.  Those with a willing mind would like to.  But that is impossible.  What should we do?  Pray.  Ask God about it.  He will burden us for a specific work or works.  Again, we should not be swayed by emotional appeals, but seek the mind of God.  If every believer were to give to the Lord in this way, there wouldn’t be any problem about needed support for all the worthwhile works of God.

I am sure you realize that there are many great works in which the Lord’s people are laboring feverishly to spread the truth.  And yet, some of these organizations are sadly under supported, simply because they refuse to use gimmicks and emotional appeals.  It isn’t always the organization that receives the greatest amount of money that is the most successful.  The problem stems from carnal believers who hear only the voice that shouts the loudest and the most frequently.  These people know very little about spiritual giving.  They aren’t concerned about God’s will.  They respond to those who send the most touching letters or present the most convincing appeals.  This often results in organizations that are accomplishing very little, being supported far beyond their needs, while those who run these organizations live in luxury.  How important it is that our giving be spiritual.  It can only be spiritual as we have a willing mind, resulting from a life controlled by Jesus Christ.  Only then will we as good stewards of the grace of God analyze what we have and share it in the same manner in which God graciously shares with each of us.  When we have a willing mind, we shall not give grudgingly or of necessity.  We won’t be stingy or legalistic in our giving.  Rather, we shall give generously and graciously, knowing that God loveth a cheerful giver.

Those who give cheerfully have discovered the joy of giving.  Many of God’s people have never come into the joy of giving because their lack of faith has not permitted them to reach this level.  They give out of compulsion or obligation, with a fear of what might happen if they neglect to give.  The Lord will never forsake the believer with a willing mind for giving.  Paul made it clear that God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8).  God doesn’t skimp on grace.  It is impossible, however, to know the meaning of all grace until we have a willing mind.  Those who would experience the all grace God speaks about will give to Him out of an experience of grace.  Having discovered God’s marvelous grace in salvation and His day-by-day grace in holy living, the willing mind will respond to the Lord in the same way.  Actually, it is not what we give to God that counts.  It is what we keep for ourselves that He is concerned about.  A person could give many thousands to God and yet, in comparison, it could be a mere pittance in contrast to what he might squander on himself.  The widow’s might, to many who knew her, was nothing.  But to God it was everything, because she gave all she had.

Recall what Jesus said about giving on His Sermon on the Mount.  Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also (Matthew 6:21).  We can detect how much interest we have in the Lord by what we do with our money.  There are other signs of spirituality, but this one speaks loud and clear.  Maybe you need to do something about giving to God.  The first step is to give yourself to the Lord completely.  This is what the Corinthian believers did.  Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 8:5 that they first gave their own selves to the Lord (2 Corinthians 8:5).  This is imperative if we are to expect the great and mighty things God has promised.

After a believer gives himself to Christ wholly, he will give everything else to Him as well, and we may be sure that the Lord will bless abundantly as He has promised in His Word.  We are assured that he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully (2 Corinthians 9:6).  In 1 Samuel 2:30 He says, them that honor me I will honor.  God has promised this and He does it.  Whatever we give to Him for His work will be an eternal investment that will produce dividends one hundred fold.  The Lord is faithful to His Word.  It is impossible to discover this until we take a step of faith and see for ourselves.  Let God do a work in your heart.  Give Him first place.  Get serious about the support of the Lord’s work and watch Him work in you life.

If you have never received Jesus Christ into your life as Savior and Lord, this you need to do.  There are too many people in churches giving money to the work of the church who think they are earning their salvation.  Most of them don’t know whether they are saved or not.  In many cases, they probably are not.  But by their efforts, they hope the end will turn out well.  Let me assure you that it will not unless they receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and repent of their sins.  All the money in the world could not compare with the price Christ paid for our sins when He died on the cross and rose again.  God is interested primarily in us, not in our money.  Thus, let Jesus Christ become your Savior and Lord and then honor Him with your gifts.

