Excuses Don’t Work
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Do all Christians serve God as they should?  It would be nice if they did, but we know this isn’t the case.  Often, they give excuses.  But how do these excuses stand before God?  How frequently it is the case when God calls upon some believers to do a useful work, they offer excuses.  Possibly, the Lord urges us to witness to a certain individual.  Do we respond?  Well, sometimes, but at other times we ignore the obligation by thinking of some excuse as to why we should not. 

There is a notable example of this in the Old Testament as seen in Moses.  Remember, God called Moses to become the liberator of his people, the Jews, who were in Egyptian bondage.  Like many of us, Moses was quick to come up with excuses.  The first one is found in Exodus 3:11 where Moses attempted to plead his lack of position, saying, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?  This was as to say, “God, I’m not the man.  I am nothing more than a humble shepherd.  Why don’t you get somebody who has outstanding ability or somebody who has made a greater achievement in life.”  God assured Moses that He knew what He was doing and in reality it would not be Moses fulfilling the task but Almighty God doing the work through Moses.  In verse 14 we read that God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.  You see, whenever God assigns a task, we are assured of His strength and wisdom.  Believers are not only saints but saints in Christ Jesus.  There are no limits as to what Jesus Christ can do.  That’s why we can be clear with the Apostle Paul, I can do all things.  How? Through Christ which strengtheneth me (Philippians 4:13).

Not only did Moses offer the excuse of lack of position.  He stated further his lack of power.  In Exodus 4:1 he cried out, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.  This is something all of us have done on occasion.  We have tried to tell God how people will react to the Gospel, even before we confronted them with it.  How many times we have been surprised to discover that we were wrong.  Not only does God burden us to do a work or to tell someone about the Lord, at the same time He prepares the soil to receive the seed.  This we often overlook.  In the case of Moses, God blasted this excuse immediately by means of three miracles.  He said, “Moses, what do you have in your hand?”  The answer was, “a rod,” which in all probability was a shepherd’s crook.  God said, “Cast it on the ground.”  Moses did, and immediately it became a serpent.  Moses was frightened.  But God said, “Take it by the tail.”  When Moses put forth his hand and caught it, suddenly it became a rod in his hand.  God then told Moses the reason He did this was that they may believe that the Lord God of their father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.  Now, the rod suggests to me the Word of God, which is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.  When the believer goes forth with God’s rod, the Word, the Holy Spirit will use it.  We need never fear anyone when God gives us an assignment because we have the Word of God and God says His word will not return unto Him void.

Further, the Lord told Moses to put his hand in his bosom.  When he pulled it out it was leprous, as white as snow.  He put it in again and pulled it out, and it was healed.  What is the meaning of this sign?  It is to remind us that in the service of God, it is a transformed life that convinces the ungodly of the reality of Christ.  As this remarkable change took place in Moses hand, so the believer in Christ experiences a remarkable change of life in conversion.  For this reason, we need not to be ashamed of the Gospel.  We should go forth and speak boldly for the Savior, with the rod of God’s Word and a life transformed by the Gospel, filled with the Holy Spirit; we shall possess the power of Almighty God.

God told Moses further, if they will not hear, take some water out of the river and pour it on the ground and it will become blood.  The blood is a sign of the judgment of God.  If people will not hear God’s message given through His servant, they bring judgment on themselves.  It is well for us to remind them that if they continue to reject the Savior they will be lost forever and suffer the penalty of hell.

Moses offered one more excuse in addition to the lack of position and lack of power.  He sought to convince the Lord of his lack of proficiency.  In Exodus 4:10 he said, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.  What a mistake for Moses look to himself to do the work of God.  We do not serve God in the wisdom and ability of the flesh, but in the power of the Holy Spirit.  All of us have deficiencies of one kind or another.  God knows that.  In fact, He made us as we are.  God said to Moses, Who hath made man’s mouth? Or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? Have not I the Lord?  Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.  It seems like God was becoming disturbed with Moses and his excuse making.  Indeed he was, for we read in verse 14 that the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses.  You see, none of us has any right to offer God excuses.  When He burns our heart to do a work for Him and we go in the strength of Jesus Christ for the glory of Christ to do the will of Christ, we shall enjoy the blessing of Christ.  But if we attempt to sidestep responsibility, we may bring disappointment upon ourselves, as many have.  It is a dangerous thing to thrust excuses at God when He says, “Go.”

Moses almost missed out on the blessing by his excuse making.  God brought Aaron in to be the spokesman for Moses.  This, I believe, was God’s second best.  Moses missed the best because of his failure to respond to the will of God.  The Lord wanted him to do the whole job, but he missed the opportunity.

At the same time, God is never frustrated by our failures.  If we turn our faces from responsibility, usually he will bring someone else on the scene to carry through, but we loose the blessing.  May I urge you, child of God, to become involved in the work of the Lord?  There are hundreds of people without the Savior near all of us.  Seek God’s plan for your life.  Don’t offer excuses but follow the Master.  Walk in His chosen paths.  He will give you the wisdom, the guidance, and all you need to produce the desired results.  He never fails.  Launch out in His strength.  Move forward in His greatness, and you will see the miracles He has promised in His Word.  Paul challenges us in 1Corinthians 15:58, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  God will use your humble efforts as your life is surrendered to the control of Jesus Christ.  Let Him use you.

And if you have never taken Christ into your life, do it right now, friend.  I hope you will pray and say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me.”

