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Having been reared in a home with an alcoholic father, I know all to well the sorrows inflicted on a family because of an alcoholic.  Those twenty-one years cast a shadow on my life that memory can never remove.   Addiction to alcohol has never helped anyone, but has produced untold misery and suffering.

In spite of all the problems in the world today, there is one that is ever increasing in its destructiveness.  It is the problem of alcohol, which I call the liquid murderer.  It is amazing how many leaders in our society are addicted to this habit.  Of course, being mastered by this weakness, they cannot rightfully speak against it.  The situation is even worse when we realize that there are ministers of churches who are heavy drinkers.  Drinking should be considered right along with drug abuse and scores of other things that are helping to undermine the characters of every age group.

I cringe every time I hear the sweet talk of some so-called authority who says, “The alcoholic is a sick person, in need of tender and loving care.”  The alcoholic is definitely sick and he does need help in care.  There need be no question about this.  The problem is he is sicker than most people realize.  But how can anyone say that alcoholism is a disease?  We are told that the alcoholic’s sickness is not a moral problem, that he is not really responsible for his condition.  This is totally unreasonable.  If the person who drinks the contents of the beer can or the whiskey glass is not responsible, who are we to blame.  Every drinker should know he is running the risk of becoming an alcoholic.  He is deliberately ignoring a hundred warning signals all around him.  Day after day, he continues to disregard the warnings, and then after he hits the bottom, some PhD comes along and says, “Well, he is not really responsible, this is a disease.”   

Call it a disease if you want.  The Bible calls it sin.  Sin is disobedience to the revealed will of God.  And he, who deliberately disobeys God, must pay the price of disobedience.  Regrettably, in the case of the alcoholic, dozens of innocent people have to pay the price with him.  It would not be so bad if we could put the alcoholic in a cage somewhere and let him drink himself to death, if this is what he chooses to do.  But, usually, there is a loving mate, children, employer, and people on the highway, and others who must suffer with him.  As far as I am concerned, there is only one solution to the alcohol problem.  It is very simple – No Alcohol.  Don’t drink any intoxicating beverages and the problem is solved.

Years ago in a small town in western New York on Election Day, a habitual drinker went to the polls to vote to keep the town dry.  He told his friends how he voted.  They laughed heartily and proceeded to make fun of the drunkard who voted against liquor.  “You’re just a big hypocrite,” one of them said.  “Why, if there was a bottle of whiskey at the top of that flag pole out there, and if you could have the whiskey by climbing it at the risk of your life, you know you would climb.”  The drunkard raised himself up as tall as he could and said very modestly, “I know it. How well I know it.  And I know something else, gentleman.  If the whiskey wasn’t there, I wouldn’t climb.”

Have you ever noticed that even high-priced liquor makes low-down drunkards?  Of course, it produces more than drunkards; it produces every kind of misery imaginable.  In the state in which I live, our government takes in millions of dollars every year selling liquor.  This is supposed to be profit.  The state calls it revenue.  But if you want to get an eye opener, take a photographer along with you and visit the hundreds of local jails and state prisons, the cemeteries and mental hospitals, from one end of the state to the other.  After you have covered that ground and seen some of the results of this revenue, visit some of the ministers.  Have them take you on a tour and get a first hand view of the broken homes, emotionally disturbed children, and despairing wives or husbands, as the case may be.

Watch the newspapers daily.  What do we read?  We read about a twenty two year old boy who was given the death sentence for having killed two women.  His explanation was that he was drunk when he committed the crime and did not know what he was doing.  We read of the soldier who we arrested for raping a four-year-old child.  While this was going on, the mother of the child was in prison for drunkenness.  The soldier also was drunk.  We read of the man who was taken into custody for attempting to rape a young woman who was employed by him.  Since then, he was convicted and sent to the state prison.  The prisoner said he had been out with three other women on the night of the offense and that all four of them were drinking. 

I received a letter from a young man who listened to our broadcast.  He is in prison for forty-five years for having shot and killed a policeman.  Drunk at the time of the crime, he had not recollection of having shot the man.

Follow the daily grind in the mill of crime and debauchery, and you will find some idea of the price we are paying for the think our government calls revenue.  Really, I feel that in addition to arresting those who are drunk, we ought to arrest the people who are responsible for making the alcohol available.  There are many people who will someday have to give an account for selling the alcohol that has ruined so many lives.  Every one of us had an obligation to our neighbor, and when we contribute to the ruination of his life, we are equally quilty.

Of course, I realize that some of you who are listening to this message may have been drinking for many years and you would give anything in the world if you could stop.  You have tried, but you failed time and time again.  You may have even bragged saying, “I can quit any time I want.”  But the thing of it is, you never do, which evidences the fact that you cannot.  Let me assure you, there is one who can help you and that is the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross and rose again for your sins.  Get serious and say, by the grace of God I will do it in the power of Jesus Christ.

