There’s Power In The Blood
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There is a truth in Scripture that is rarely heard from pulpits these days, but if we truly believe that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, we shouldn’t ignore it.  Years ago, the Foreign Policy Association said, “If each man, woman, and child in the world would give one penny to the United Nations, everybody would have a sense of participation in the work of preserving the peace.  Over the years we have heard many such plans for preserving peace.  But if you analyze them, most of them are unworkable.  For example, it would be impossible to collect a penny from each of the more than two billion inhabitants of the earth.  Even if you could, any right thinking person knows that it would take more than this to preserve peace.

The only workable peace plan that I have been able to discover during my years is that which we read about in Colossians 1:20.  Jesus Christ, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  This of course is not world peace, but eternal peace, which far supersedes world peace.  And as we read, it is not a peace that we shall receive someday.  It is in effect right now.  In fact, it has been for two thousand years, ever since Jesus Christ died on the cross and shed every drop of His precious blood.  To get this peace, all the pennies or dollars in the world could not buy it because it is absolutely free to the receiver.  Now, of course, it was not free to God.  In fact, it was extremely costly to God for it cost Him the blood of His only Son.  Anyone who expects to be saved, and by that I mean have his sins forgiven so that when he dies he will go to be with God for eternity, must receive this peace by receiving Jesus Christ for Christ paid the price, the only price ever payable for sin.

The Apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:18,19, Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin. There is nothing else in all the world that can cleanse from sin other than the blood of Christ.  And be sure of this, nothing so confounds Satan and destroys his work as perfect trust in the cleansing blood of Jesus along with a clear, verbal testimony to its power.  Don’t ever be afraid to mention the blood, for your salvation and mine is dependant on the blood of the Son of God.  We read in Colossians 1:14, In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.  Thank God for the blood of Jesus Christ.

A scornful material minded man once met a missionary who was home from the mission field on furlough.  With sarcasm he asked, “And how much does it take to save a soul out where you live?  A thousand dollars?”  The missionary replied.  “I’m afraid you don’t have much idea of the cost.  It takes more than a thousand dollars to save one lost soul.  It takes the blood of Jesus Christ.”  How correct this missionary was.  All of the money in the world could not save anyone.  But the blood of Jesus Christ can.

Usually, when we think of blood, we think of death.  But in the case of Jesus Christ it is just the opposite.  The blood of Christ means life, eternal life.  Those who trust Christ for everlasting life and receive the cleansing from His blood are born into the family of God, never to die spiritually but to spend eternity with Him.  We read in Romans 5:9 Much more than, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  The child of God will never see the wrath of God.  Wrath is reserved for those who have never submitted to Christ.  When one trusts in Christ and His redeeming blood, He escapes Gods wrath.  When he dies, he goes to be with Jesus Christ immediately.  How thankful we should be for the blood of Christ.  If you are a born again believer, do you thank God for the blood when you pray?  Start doing it if you are not in the habit because all the mercies you enjoy are the result of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

When the eminent Dr. Doddridge lived at Northampton, he made a desperate effort to save a poor, condemned Irishman from hanging for stealing sheep, but he failed.  On the road to the execution, the condemned man got the driver to stop just opposite Dr. Doddridge’s home.  He got out, knelt down, and said, “God bless you Dr. Doddridge.  Every vein in my heart loves you, every drop of my blood loves you, for you tried to save every drop of it.”  That grateful man was appreciative of an intercessor who had failed.

Christ is our intercessor who did not fail.  Christ succeeded.  What a price He paid for our deliverance.  For this reason, we need to sense more fully His debt of love.  We are to say, “Every vein in my heart loves thee, O Christ, and every drop of my blood loves thee, for thou didst die to save me.  Thy love is true, eternal, and unchanging.”  This is why I say thank God for the blood of Christ that was shed for you and for me that we might be eternally saved, undeserving though we are.

But, somebody says, “I have sinned.  I am afraid I have lost my salvation.”  Oh, sorrowful believer, hear the Word of God.  Don’t you realize that there is immediate forgiveness for your daily sin on the grounds of the shed blood of Jesus Christ?  Not only did Christ shed His blood on the cross to save you, but to keep you saved and give deliverance for daily sin.  In 1 John 1:9 we read, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Just two verses before He said that the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.  And then the plea to Christians is, confess and God will forgive you.  Why?  Because the blood has been shed, the only price that can be paid for sin.  God forgives on the grounds of the shed blood.  Thus, the moment the believer sins, what should he do?  Confess to God, realizing that the love of God is sufficient to forgive immediately because the eternal price was paid with the blood of Christ.

I am sure I am talking to some who have never experienced God’s salvation.  Please understand that God’s forgiveness is awaiting you.   When Christ shed His blood on the cross some two thousand years ago, it was for you, to provide forgiveness for you sins so that you might be eternally saved.  “But you don’t know what I’ve been,” you say.  I don’t need to know.  God knows, and that’s all that is necessary.

A young man in talking with a minister said, “Oh, I can’t tell you what I’ve done, I can’t tell you.”  The minister replied, “Listen, even if it’s murder, God says, though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  For eight years this young man had been haunted with a guilty conscience.  For eight years he had been paying the price for his sin.  But that night, as he talked with the minister, he later knelt with him and confessed all his sins to Jesus and trusted in Him for salvation.  He rose from his knees a new man.  The blood of Jesus Christ cleansed Him from all his sins, and the blood can do the same for you if only you will receive Christ into your life.  I hope you will do it right now.

