Which Kind Are You?
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It seems to me that there are two kinds of Christians.  I want to describe the two.  Please analyze the situation and see which kind you are.

The great majority of the people who go to our churches these days call themselves Christians.  But among them I see two kinds of people.  I can best illustrate by considering two devices with which most of us are familiar – the thermometer and the thermostat.

The thermometer is an instrument that is controlled by its environment while the thermostat controls its environment.  Many whom name Christ’s name are like the thermometer – controlled by their environment.  They wander around in the wilderness of dissatisfaction, living an up and down, changeable life, easily swayed by every wind of doctrine that might breeze by, and easily persuaded to compromise the holy standards of Christ.  The thermometer Christian turns hot, cold, or lukewarm according to the spiritual temperature around him.  On Sunday, as he sits in the House of God, listening to God’s message, he seems to warm up a little.  But on Monday, he is cold again.

In contrast, how wonderful it is to be a thermostat for God.  The thermostat Christian controls the situation around him.  He has received the fullness of the Holy Spirit, who empowers him to change the environment in which he lives.  Because he is surrendered to the Savior, the thermostat Christian seems to be the controlling factor wherever he may be.  He comes to church prayed up, believing, expecting, and he is so contagious with the joy of the Lord that he grasps the opportunity to influence every situation for Jesus Christ.

Daniel was a thermostat for God.  While everyone around him obeyed the wicked decree that would prevent people from worshipping the true God, Daniel prayed three times a day to Jehovah.  Even when he was cast into the lion’s den, he was able to control his environment, because of his mighty,  Holy Spirit power, as a thermostat for God.

Now, of course, I realize that every thermostat has within it a thermometer.  But this thermometer has a greater purpose than that of merely being controlled by its environment.  Its particular purpose is to sense the need of the environment.  And then the mechanism of the thermostat goes to work drawing on the power to meet the need.  It is for this reason I say that every believer in Jesus Christ ought to be a thermostat for God, drawing on the mighty power of God that he might truly be God’s witness in an age when sincere, consecrated witnessing for Christ is so greatly needed.  In 

1 Corinthians 16:13 we read, Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.  How few seem to have come into the fullness of the meaning of this text.  How many Christians do you know who are really fearless and dauntless in their witness for Christ?

  God spoke to a church member in special meetings that were being held in his church.  At the conclusion of the meetings, he gave this testimony.  “I have been in our office for seven years with thirty other men, and not a single one knows that I am a Christian.  I have heard all kinds of smutty stories, and have known all kinds of things going on which were anything but right.  But never once, by word or attitude have I shown my disapproval.  In fact, I have been an out and out coward.  The Lord has spoken to me in these meetings in such a way that I feel absolutely ashamed of myself for my past life and conduct.  But now, God helping me, things are going to be quite different.  I am going back to the office and let the other men know on whose side I stand.”  The next morning in the office, before an hour passed, a smutty story was told.  They had a great shock when this man for the first time in their knowledge spoke out plainly and gave a witness for Christ.  They bantered him and he became labeled, but he bore his testimony.

A little later, one of the men invited him to lunch and confessed, “I have been a coward for years past.  I am a Christian, but have been too much ashamed to witness.  From now on, there will be at least two of us.”  Two Christians who were no longer ashamed by Jesus Christ changed the entire atmosphere of that office, over a period of time.  Of course, the lost years could not be recalled and the fruit, which might have resulted from a bright testimony for Christ during those seven years, is lost.  But it is imperative to realize that the Lord will graciously remove fear and cowardice by His Holy Spirit after years of silence on ones part.

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 10:32,33, Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.  Have you been confessing Christ or denying Christ?  Your silence is the denial.  If you are not speaking, living, and witnessing for the Lord, you are hindering the cause of Jesus Christ.  You may be thinking, “ I want my life to count for God but I am so timid, so backward, it is difficult to be a witness of the Savior.”  Certainly, it is difficult.  It is difficult for any of us.  But when we permit Christ to take complete possession and witness through us, it becomes another matter.  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power.  God is faithful.

Should it be that you are unsaved, never having met Christ, let me invite you at this moment to come to Him and receive what He has done for you.  There is only one way to be saved.  Don’t look for another.  That one way is to ask Christ to come into your life.  If you ask Him, be sure He will come in for He promises repeatedly in His Word.  He doesn’t say you have to be baptized.  He doesn’t say you have to join a church.  He says simply, Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  This is His invitation.  Throughout the Bible, over and over again, God says Come; just simply, Come.  You understand that, I am sure.  Come to me.  This is what Jesus said.  Are you ready to come?  If you are, God is ready to receive you.  He will forgive you of all the past.  He will make the slate clean.  You will be a new creation in Him and you will be ready to serve Him.

Let God change your life right now.  You can’t change it.  Some of you have tried to change your lives and you have failed time and time again.  You say, I’m going to quit this; I’m going to quit that.  Then you went right back to it.  But God can give you the strength; God can give you the victory, because He is a victorious Lord.  And I trust that you will take Him into your life right now.

