Hoe To Have A Happy Home
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In many cases, homes are in a very sad state.  The occupants can’t get along together, and there seems to be endless strife.  I wonder how the situation is in your home.  Is there help needed?

A home can be either like a corner of heaven or a corner of hell.  Whether it is one or the other is not an accident.  Happy homes do not merely happen.  Everyone in them must be working for the same objective.

The best kind of home possible on this side of heaven is a Christian home.  But, because everyone in the home professes to be a Christian is not guarantee that it will be a Christian home.

To experience happiness in the home, the words of Ephesians 5:21 are a requisite: Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  Not only must the love of God be professed, but possessed.  With God’s love in the heart, even a one-room cabin can be a home.

Actually, the real walls of a home are not made of wood, brick, or stone, but of truth, love, and loyalty.  The real food of the home is not meat, bread, and vegetables, but thoughtfulness, kindness, and unselfishness.

Home ought to be the place where we lay aside not only our clothes, but also our cares.  It is not a place to shake fists at each other and point critical fingers, but a place where the love of God should be dominant and where we should bend the knee in earnest prayer to the Lord of all.

A man’s home is his real fortress in this warring world.  It is where his wife buckles on the armor to enable him to go forth to face the battles of the day.  At night, when he returns, she is there to soothe the wounds.

An architect or a carpenter can build a house, but it takes Jesus Christ to build a home.  Many people are trying to build homes without Jesus Christ.  Nothing could be more hopeless than this.  Only as we know Christ and obey His teachings in the home can we find lasting happiness.  There are no shortcuts.  This is God’s plan.  If there is wrangling and strife, Christ is not in control; the flesh reigns.  We are told in Romans 8:8, They that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

A little brother and sister were not allowed to go outdoors because of a heavy rain.  They were playing together in an adjoining room when, suddenly, mother heard them talking in loud strenuous tones and decided that she had best intervene.  Stepping to the doorway she said, “Why children, you must not quarrel like this.”  Back came the reply, “Mother, we weren’t quarreling.  We were just playing daddy and mommy.”  Unfortunately, many Christian homes are plagued by wrangling and arguing.  Nothing hinders the work of the Holy Spirit more than this.

In 1 Peter 3:4 the apostle writes to Christian women, urging them to be of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.  Further, he says to the men in verse 7, Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wire, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.  When there is strife in the Christian home, prayers become ineffective.  Only as we love one another and prove it by our kindness, can we expect prayer power.  If we expect to be followers of Jesus Christ, we should be light-bearers.  But if we do not bear the light of Christ in the home, any attempt to bear it in other places will prove to be ineffective.

 A pastor was dealing with a young man about his soul.  He urged him to turn his life over to Jesus Christ.  In appealing to the boy for his commitment, he said, “Look at your sister. Realize how she enjoys her salvation.”  “Yes,” replied the boy, “she may enjoy it, but nobody else in the house does.” 

Though this girl was a Christian, she made everybody else in the home miserable.  What kind of Christianity is this?  It certainly isn’t New Testament Christianity.  If you are a child of God, you should be making those in your home happy in the Lord, not miserable.  You are to lead them in the way of the Lord by your clear-cut witness for the Savior.

It is sad but true that many an unsaved husband has seen all he wants to see of Christianity, after observing his wife.  And there are also cases where a wife has seen all she wants to see of Christianity, after observing her husband.  This ought not to be.  If one is truly born of the  Holy Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ, his very presence ought to make people hungry for God.

In Psalm 101:2, God’s servant declared, I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.  This does not mean a sinless heart.  It means that the child of God in the home will have, above all else, an earnest desire to please God, and as he pleases God, he will do his best to get along with each member of his family.  If God has first place in his heart, people will be able to live with him, because he will be considerate and kind.

In Galatians 6:2, God says, Bear ye one another’s burdens,  and so fulfill the law of Christ.  There is no room for selfishness in the home.  We are to be considerate of each other.  This is the only way to have family peace and harmony.  As servants of Jesus Christ, we are responsible to seek the good and happiness of those around us.

Possibly you want a God-honoring home, but the question is, how to get it?  All are Christians in your family, but your home seems to be everything but Christian.  Here are a few suggestions.

First, be sure your own heart is right with God.  It is so easy to criticize others without being critical of one’s self.  Consider your own spiritual need.  Ask the Lord to show you anything that might be displeasing to others in the home because of you.

Second, sit down and talk it out with those with whom you disagree.  Don’t argue, but discuss your differences, with Christian love.

Third, pray together.  Prayer always changes things.

Fourth, considering the future, appoint yourself to set the example.  Don’t expect someone else to do it.  You are the one.  Of course, this will necessitate a daily commitment to the Lord’s control.

It could be that Christ is not in your home because He is not in you.  You can start a Christian home by receiving Jesus Christ into your life at this moment.  Then, share Him with the others in your home.  If they will not readily receive Him, don’t give up.  Pray for them.  Daily let your light shine so that they will see Jesus Christ in you.  God will perform the needed miracle, as you, by faith, trust Him, day by day.  You can have a happy home.  Christ has the solution.

