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One of the wonderful privileges believers in Christ have is the opportunity of serving the Lord.  It is surprising to see, however, how many who claim to be followers for Christ never really get involved.  They go to church and worship but that’s about it.  Are they missing something?  They certainly are!

One of the characteristic titles God has given believers is that of servant.  The Apostle Paul began the Epistle to the Romans with Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.  This faithful ambassador for Christ had the high and noble privilege of being an apostle.  But he never lost sight of the fact that he was basically a servant for Jesus. 

Though this fact is often overlooked by many of God’s people, all who are in Christ are called to be servants.

Of course, being servants we should serve.  God says in 1 Corinthians 15:58, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  Whatever type of Christian service is done in the power of the Holy Spirit will never be in vain.  We may not always see the results, but that is immaterial.  We are not surveyors, we are servants.  We are to do the work of the Lord faithfully, as unto the Lord, in the strength of the Lord.  It doesn’t matter who gets the credit, or even if there is any credit.  God keeps the books.  Our task is to be faithful, as we read in 1 Corinthians 4:2.  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  We are to get involved in serving the Lord in the best way we possibly can and God will honor it.

Maybe you are a Sunday school teacher.  Sometimes you feel like you are not accomplishing very much and maybe you should give it up.  Don’t you do it.  This is what Satan wants you to do.  Endeavor to be the best teacher you possibly can.  Prepare your lessons diligently.  Be a friend to those who are in your class.  God will honor this.  In Galatians 6:7 we are told, whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  You honor the Lord by sowing the good seed of the Word of God in the hearts of those who gather, and God will use it.  Galatians 6:8 tells us that He that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  You are sowing to the Holy Spirit when you do your best to teach the Word of God.  The result will be that some will experience life everlasting because you did not fail to do your job.

A chaplain found a young soldier on the battlefield, mortally wounded.  As he ministered to the young man, he asked, “Is there anything special I can do for you?”  “Yes,” said the boy “write to my mother and tell her I died a Christian.  Also write to my Sunday school teacher.”   He gave the name and address and said, “Tell her I have never forgotten what she taught me years ago.”  The chaplain was prompt in writing both letters.  Almost by return mail he heard from the Sunday school teacher who wrote among other things, “May God forgive me, I gave up teaching the class some time ago, feeling that I was not accomplishing anything.”

We rarely know how God the Holy Spirit uses His Word.  That isn’t our responsibility as believers.  We are servants of God.  In Ecclesiastes 11:1 we are told to cast our bread upon the waters with the assuring promise that we shall find it after many days.  God tells us that the bread will come back.   Thus, it is not a waste but always an investment.  Maybe you will say like some I have known, “There isn’t much I can do.  I don’t have much education.  I can’t sing.  I can’t preach.  I don’t play an instrument.”  Friend, there is something for everybody to do.  1 Corinthians 3:9 makes it clear that we are laborers together with God.  We included you.  In fact, no believer is excluded from serving the Lord in some capacity.  Even though what you do may appear to be insignificant, God is taking note of it.

Maybe you don’t have all the gifts others may have.  As a child of God, the Spirit of the Lord has given you some gift.  Use it!  Certainly you can give out gospel tracts, you can visit the sick and provide encouragement.  If you are not physically handicapped, you can go door to door and tell people about Jesus Christ.  Have you ever thought of having a Good News Club in your home by gathering in the children from your neighborhood once a week and telling them about Jesus?  If only you were to look around, you would probably find dozens of things you could do.  Don’t overlook your responsibility as a servant of Jesus Christ.  No matter what you do, God is concerned about it and He is mindful of every detail.  There is no such thing as service for the Lord that could be termed insignificant.  Some have a greater task to perform while others have a lesser responsibility.  But in the eyes of God, it is all important.  I read in 1 Corinthians 12:18, But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
Sir Michael Costa, the famed conductor, was directing a rehearsal.  As the mighty chorus sang out, accompanied by instrument performers, the piccolo player ceased playing, thinking that his contribution would not be missed amidst so much music.  Suddenly, the great conductor stopped the orchestra and cried out, “Where is the piccolo?”  The sweet, shrill tones of this smallest instrument were missed by the keen ears of the master musician, and he sought to know why.

Likewise, God is concerned about every believer’s service for Him, whether great or small.  Each of us is important in the eyes of Him who gave His all for us.  Thus I say, in the words of David in Psalm 100:2, Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing.

You may not be serving because you don’t really know the Master.  If this is the case, may I tell you the door is open for you?  You need only enter.  Invite Jesus Christ to come into your life and discover what real living is.  God will meet you, friend, if only you will give Him a chance to work in your life.  It doesn’t matter about the past.  God will forgive it all and you will be a new creature in Jesus Christ.  Trust Christ for your salvation.

