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 There seems to be a lot of confusion on the subject of faith.  Often when someone is facing a serious time of adversity, a friend might say something like, “Well, just have faith and everything will turn out all right.”  It will?  Is this a promise?  What is meant by faith anyway?

Jesus said in Matthew 17:20, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  A grain of mustard seed is not very large.  In fact, it is but a tiny seed, which you might hold between your thumb and forefinger.  God says this amount of faith in the heart of the believing soul is enough to remove huge mountains.  I am quite confident that it is not literal mountains that God is speaking about here, but rather the disturbing and distressing obstacles that confront all of us.  I am sure your will agree that they seem as mountains sometimes.  The Lord says, genuine faith will overcome these mountains and cause them to crumble before us so we may move ahead in our Christian experience.

It should be understood that what we are talking about here is faith in the Lord.  The faith of Scriptures always demands an object.  For this reason, one cannot have this kind of faith until he really knows the Lord Jesus Christ as His Savior and the Lord of His life.  How does one come to know the Lord?  By believing what God has said about Him in the Bible; by believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that He died for our sins, and rose again.  Do you really know Jesus Christ in your life?  Maybe you are saying, “Well, He would never save me after all I have done.  I could never be a child of God.”  My friend, I disagree with you wholeheartedly because the Word of God tells me differently.  The Bible says, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (Acts 2:21).  This excludes no one, in spite of the past.  The verse simply says, whosoever.  If you were to come to God by faith in His Son, He would save you for all eternity and you would become a child of God right now.  If you never have, why not take God at His Word and believe Him, and then He will give you faith to trust Him day by day.

We must realize that faith, like salvation, is a gift from God.  He will give us all we need.  We read in 2 Corinthians 5:7 that we are to walk by faith, not by sight.  Of course, the unsaved person cannot walk by faith.  He has none.  But for those who really know the Lord, they can walk by faith.  No matter what confronts them, the Lord Jesus is always sufficient.  We don’t have to worry or be disturbed.  We can trust God for everything.  He says, Fear thou  not, for I am with thee (Isaiah 41:10).  Since He has said that, then we must believe Him and walk by faith.

I always like to think of faith in connection with someone walking upstairs in the dark.  You can’t see a thing.  But you take a step up, and put your foot down, and the step is there.  You take another step, put your foot down, and there is another step.  You keep going up until you reach the top.  That is the way it is when we walk in faith.  There are so many times in life when we can’t see ahead.  In fact, as we consider the situation, it seems hopeless.  But as we walk, step by step, trusting the Lord, we find that there is always a way out.  For faith does what nothing else can do.  

Do you remember the incident recorded in Mark 3 when Jesus entered the synagogue?  There he saw a man with a withered hand.  Jesus said to the man, Stretch forth thine hand.  That is the one thing the man couldn’t do.  His hand was withered.  Jesus asked him to do the impossible.  For years and years the shrunken and shriveled hand hung helplessly at his side, a poor mockery of a hand.  Stretch forth thine hand, Jesus said.  Impossible!  But the man did it!  And his hand was made whole like the other.  

I don’t know what your need is today.  But could it be that Jesus is telling you to stretch forth thine hand?  But, you say, “This is impossible.  This is the very thing I long to do but I cannot.  Do what the Lord says, friend; stretch forth thine hand.  Jesus is saying to you, “Do it now.  Believe me.  Take me at my word.  Do not doubt me.”  Let Him show you the impossible.  Have faith.

Stretch forth thy hand, thy palsied hand.

Fear not, it is the Lord’s command.

Seek not from Him to hide thy sin.

Confess and ask to be made clean.

Stretch forth thy hand, thy empty hand.

No gift of thine will God command.

The empty hand will show thy need.

Of this alone will He take heed.

Stretch forth thy hand, thy helpless hand.

Upheld by God thy soul shall stand.

Fight not in thine own strength a foe,

But trusting Jesus onward goes.

Listen to Mark 11:22.  Have faith in God.  That sums it up for all of us.  Have faith in God.  Remember what Jesus said to Peter?  O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  Maybe you are of little faith.  It seems like you are surrounded with mountains over which you cannot climb.  Don’t try to climb them.  Get on your knees and ask God to break them down.  Believe Him.  Remember, if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove.  And get this – and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  Confess your lack of faith to God.  Ask Him to help your unbelief.  Be sure He will.  He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Do not doubt Him for a moment.  There is a way with God.  Try His way.

Now, if you are not sure that you belong to Him, you should make sure.  Christ wants you to enter to His fold right now, and you can.  The gate is open.  All you have to do is say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I realize that you died for my sins.  Right now I come to you.”  And God will receive you just as you are.  You don’t have to clean up or patch up.  Really you couldn’t do that in a manner pleasing to God.  He will cleanse you from the top of your head to the bottom of your feet.  Through the power of the Holy Sprit, let Him do it, as you say, “Lord, I believe.  I believe in Jesus Christ who died for me.”

