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Have you ever considered becoming a Christian, but because you couldn’t understand it all you backed away?  Maybe some of the things you are about to read could help to crystallize some important thoughts in your mind.  At least I hope you will give this a try.

If you were in Chicago, and you asked someone for directions to New York City and he said, “Oh, just take any road you wish, they all lead there,” you would question his sanity or his truthfulness, or maybe both.  Yet, for some reason, some people have the idea that all roads lead to heaven.  You hear them say, “Do the best you can, be honest and sincere, go to church, and you will be all right.  After all, we are all headed for the same place.”

But you see, the Lord Jesus Christ who journeyed from heaven to earth and back to heaven again, who knew the way better than anyone else, said in Matthew 7:13,14, Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  Jesus was narrow about the way of salvation.  He taught plainly that there are two roads in life. One is broad – lacking in faith, convictions, and morals.  It is the easy, popular, careless way.  It is the way of the crowd, the way of the majority, the way of the world.  He said, many there be that go in thereat.  But he also pointed out that this road, easy though it may seem, popular though it may be, heavily traveled though it is, leads to destruction.  

In loving compassion and tolerance Christ said, Enter ye in at the strait gate, because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life.  Here is a clear-cut invitation from the Son of Almighty God for everyone to enter into eternal life and be saved.  You have the God-given right to choose to become a child of God.  Or, you may choose not to become a child of God.  The decision rests with you.  But there is a problem here, because most people do not like to choose.  They prefer to live in the shadows, to be half in and half out.  They want to be friends with everyone and enemies with no one.  But the Bible declares that we must choose.

Moses got the children of Israel to the borders of the Promised Land and then he talked to them straight from the shoulder.  He said in Deuteronomy 30:16 - 19, I command thee this day to love the Lord thy God…if thine heart turn away…I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish.  And then he made it still stronger, as he said, I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life.  After Moses died, his mantel of leadership fell on Joshua.  Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land where he fought many battles.  Years later, the time came for Joshua to die.  He gathered all Israel together for a message and straight from his warrior heart came the challenge - Choose you this day whom ye will serve.

Elijah preached in the same manner.  Elijah thundered Choose!  True religion was pretty dead in his day.  Finally all Israel was gathered at Mount Carmel for the big contest between Elijah and the false prophets.  Elijah began to bear down on the vacillating Israelites as he cried out, How long halt ye between two opinions?  If the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him (1 Kings 14:21).  You would think anyone could make up his mind in the face of those words, but what happened?  We read that the people answered him not a word.  They were like many people today.  They did not want to go on record for making a choice.

I am convinced that a recording angel could write the words of Proverbs 1:29 as an epitaph on the tombstones of all the lost who are now in hell.  They did not choose the fear of the Lord.  To become a child of God, we must make a choice.  We must choose Christ.  Again I say, no one is forced to receive Christ, but if we do not, the ultimate is eternal separation from God.  Do you want peace?  Do you want happiness?  Do you want everlasting life?  Then, make the right choice.  Choose Christ.

Maybe you are like some who say, “I can’t quite understand all of this.  I think I will wait until I can understand it better.”  I doubt that you will ever understand it any better than you do right now.  It isn’t necessary to understand everything to believe.  We might think of the growth of the common, ordinary radish.  You put a small black seed into the soil and after awhile, you return to the garden and find a full-grown radish.  The top is green, the body is white and almost transparent, while the skin is a delicate red or pink.  What mysterious power gathers from the ground the particles that give it form, size, and flavor?  Whose is the invisible brush that transfers to the root growing in darkness the hues of a summer sunset?  If we were to refuse to eat anything until we could understand the mystery of its creation, we would die of starvation.  Mystery never seems to bother us in the dining room, does it?  It is only in the realm of spiritual truth that it causes some people to hesitate.

Don’t wait until you understand everything about God and salvation, because until you receive Christ, you will have little understanding of spiritual things.  God says in 1 Corinthians 2:14 that the natural man, that’s the man who has never come to Christ, receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because are spiritually discerned.  Spiritually discerned means that he doesn’t have the capacity to understand spiritual truth.

A man approached D.L. Moody one time following an evangelistic service.  With paper in hand, he said, Mr. Moody, if you will answer all of these questions for me in an understandable way, I will become a Christian.  Moody looked over the list of questions and said, “I’ll tell you what I will do.  If you will come to Christ right now and become a Christian, tomorrow night I will answer all your questions.”  This seemed fair enough.  So the gentleman made a decision for Christ and received Him as Savior and Lord.  The next night the man came to Moody again and said, “Mr. Moody, you don’t have to answer my questions now.  Since I became a Christian, they are all answered.”

That’s the way it is.  Many of the questions you have in your mind now will be answered if you get things settled with God.  But remember, it all begins with a choice.  To be saved, you must definitely receive Christ.  He invites you to choose Him.  He says in James 4:8, Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.

But, you ask, “How do I go about this?”  It is just as simple as this.  Wherever you are now, invite Christ to come into your life.  As you would open a door and invite a friend to come into your home, open the door of your heart and invite Christ to come in.  Afterward, you may not feel any different, it is quite certain that you won’t look any different, but I guarantee you, you will be different.  And before very long, you will be feeling different also.  When Christ comes in, everything changes.  Invite Him in if you never have.  At this very moment claim Him as your Savior and Lord.  Then you will be able to sing with the hymn writer:

Mercy there was great and grace was free,

Pardon there was multiplied to me,

There my burdened soul found liberty,

At Calvary.

Let Christ give you this freedom, this liberty, this pardon, which is found in Him only.  Receive Him as your Savior and Lord.

