The Seriousness of Sin
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Sin is nothing to trifle with.  In fact, we read in the Bible about a sin unto death.  Do you know that sin can result in a premature death for a Christian?  There are some descriptive examples of this in the Scriptures.

In 1 John 5:16, there is a statement that has confused many.  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.  There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.  In the expression sin unto death, the apostle is not speaking of all sin, but a particular sin leading to actual physical death.

Just prior to this verse, we are given a marvelous assurance regarding prayer.  This is the confidence we have in him, that, if we ask an thing according to His will, he heareth us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.  Immediately following these verses, which presents the reality and effectiveness of prayer, God informs us that there is sin for which there is no use praying, for in this case there is no hope for a positive answer.  It should be noted that this passage is speaking about believers.  Verse 16 uses the word brother, which indicates that the sin referred to is one committed by Christians.

The Bible gives several living examples of this text, such as the case of Jeremiah when he saw Israel deep in sin.  He was constrained to pray for them.  But God made it clear to the prophet that Israel had sinned away too many opportunities of His grace and mercy.  God’s patience and longsuffering had been exhausted, for Israel had forfeited the opportunity of life.  Because they had opposed His rule, they lost their purpose for being on the earth.

There was also the case of Ananias and Sapphira who committed sin by lying.  It is obvious from the context that the incident reported in Acts 5 was not their first experience of lying.  Doubtless they had committed this offense time and time again until the cup of God’s indignation was full and His mercy had run out.  As you recall, both of them were judged physically.  Their evil resulted in physical death because they had committed sin unto death.

In 1 Corinthians 11, instructions were given relative to certain requisites for believers who were to partake of the body and blood of Christ at the Lord’s table.  In verse 27, we are told that whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  To eat and drink unworthily was to receive the elements from the Lord’s table casually while failing to confess all known sin to God.  For this reason, Paul said in verses 28-30, Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep

The statement many sleep means that because these professed believers partook of the Lord’s table repeatedly, without confessing and forsaking their sins, they were judged physically by God and died.  They went to heaven because they had been saved, but they were lost physically.  You see, it is very dangerous for a believer to continue in sin when he knows better.  Physical judgment may befall him if he persists in clinging to a particular sin and fails to claim victory through Jesus Christ.  God is merciful and gracious.  He will forgive any sin.  But for one to name the name of Christ and continue in known sin may bring an end to God’s mercy as far as that one is concerned.  God will put up with many things in all of us.  He will forgive us time and time again.  But if one practices a secret sin that God abominates, and if he refuses to confess and forsake it, God may act, for that one may be guilty of committing sin unto death.

Don’t let it be thought that every believer who dies a premature death died as the result of sin unto death.  There are many things we cannot understand about death.  But God has made the fact clear that persistence in sin may result in death and if one continues to live in sin and refuses to confess to the Lord, there is no use praying for him because he is bringing judgment upon himself and prayer will be of no value.  I do not think we realize the awfulness of sin.  If we did, we would do everything in the strength of Christ to resist and overcome it.  We would be extremely careful and not let ourselves get into places of temptation.  

There are many Christians whose effectiveness for God is being greatly hindered because of sin in their lives.  Some of them could be powerhouses for God, but their testimonies have been silenced and their services have been hampered because they cling to some particular sin.  Samson had an excellent beginning being reared by godly parents.  He was gifted with a strong body and a keen mind.  He had the power of God on his life.  But consider the tragic culmination of this life – a blind suicide in an enemy camp.  Why didn’t he finish like he began?  Because he was careless about sin.  It gradually worked its way into his life and got a hold on his heart.  As a result he drifted downward and died as the result of sin unto death.

Sin needs to be dealt with when it begins.  We must never let it get a hold on us.  God makes it clear that he that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.  There is mercy with the Lord at any time and at any place.  If we sin, we should confess to God and tell Him we are sorry and He will forgive us.  But if we keep committing the same sin over and over again, we may approach the end of God’s mercy and be guilty of sin unto death.

Maybe what I have said relative to unconfessed sin describes your situation.  Is there any hope?  Is it too late?  As long as you are alive there is hope.  It is not too late.  Do not, however, allow any more time to elapse.  Get things straightened out with God immediately.  Tomorrow may be too late.  Get alone with God.  Tell Him how weak you are.  He will understand.  At the same time, tell Him you are sorry for your sin, if you really are, and ask for power to overcome.  He will give the power if you really want it.  You will be able to say with Paul, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me (Philippians 4:13).

Now, if you have never taken Christ into your life, this is what you need to do right now.  Just bow your head and say, “Jesus, I need to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.”  And Christ will enter in, never to depart.

