God’s Way to Happiness
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Do you know it is possible to live in the midst of miserable circumstances while still having the peace of God within your heart?  There is a requisite for this, however.

I am always intrigued by the word of Abraham’s servant who said, I being in the way the Lord led me.  Doubtless, this is an essential for blessing in the life of the child of God – to be in the center of God’s will.  There are so many Christians living for themselves who have not yet learned the joy of resting in God’s plan for their lives.  If one has been to Calvary’s cross and experienced the wonderful grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, there ought to be a full and complete commitment to Him with an earnest desire to do His blessed will.

When we come to Christ for salvation, it is more than breaking with an old master.  It involves obedience to a new leader.  God makes the wonderful promise of His inerrant guidance and care for His own in Isaiah 42:16 where He says, I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.  These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.  Surely you realize that most of us bring troubles upon ourselves because we are not willing to let God direct our lives.  He earnestly desires to reveal His perfect will to all who will do it.  But if we are seeking God’s will merely to think it over, we may be sure that we shall have no understanding of His best for us.

If you have received Jesus Christ for salvation, the Bible makes it clear in 1 Peter 2:9 that ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  This verse stresses the fact that every believer is the Lord’s possession.  After we are saved, we are no longer our own to do with our lives as we please.  We must ask ourselves, what does God want for me?  How can I best please Him?  When the Lord is given first place in our lives, everything else will fall into the rightful place.  But if Christ is excluded from His position of preeminence, confusion will reign.  To neglect God’s will for our life can only spell frustration and futility.  To recognize and embrace it will mean real life, resulting in freedom and happiness.

There is much misunderstanding as to what is of prime importance.  One says, my health comes first.  Another says, my marriage, or my family, or my business.  Others make pleasure, sports, lust, or even the church their chief concern.  But God has shown us that to be in proper alignment with Him, with ourselves, with the world, and eternity, there is a set and fixed order.  God’s order is Christ first.  He is given to be the head of all things to the church.  He is Lord of all, that in all things He might have the preeminence.  He should be first in our affection, our planning, our motives, our desires, our homes, our pleasures, our business, our work, and our play.  When Christ is first, we are on the road to continuing victory and joy. 

 David knew the reality of this.  He said in 2 Samuel 22:29, For thou art my lamp, O Lord: and the Lord will lighten my darkness.  And then in verse 31, As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all them that trust in Him.  With this knowledge, why then do we trust in ourselves?  Why do we look to the flesh for guidance, rather than the Spirit of God?  Paul said in Romans 8:5, For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  Then in verse 8 he said further, So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  None of us can ever know God’s best until we surrender completely to the Lord saying, “I want what you want for me.  If it is a girlfriend or boyfriend, it should be the one God wants.  If it is a husband or a wife, don’t make the tragic mistake of getting the wrong one.  Pray about it.  Ask the Lord to lead you.  Don’t do a thing until you get clear-cut direction from the Lord Jesus Christ.

We all know there is so much string pulling and conniving rather than Holy Spirit praying these days.  We need to wait before the Lord to experience His unmistakable guidance and leading.  That’s the only way.  All of us know those who planned their own lives and chose their own paths.  Now they are reaping sorrow and regret.  We read in James 4:15, ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.  I urge you to dedicate your will to Jesus Christ.  Trust everything to His wise providence and care, for He never makes any mistakes.

A little girl had been playing outside her home most of the morning.  When she came in her mother asked, “Where have you been?”  “In the garden,” she replied.  “What were you doing?”  “I was helping God.  I found a rose that was almost blossomed, so I blossomed it.”  She was trying to be helpful but of course with her trying, she ruined the rose.

Sometimes, we think we can help God by our trying and scheming.  Maybe you can hasten the results a little bit.  We soon learn that it would have been far better to leave everything in the hands of our all-wise God.  Let me ask you, dear friend.  Have you been doing things in the wrong way while neglecting the light God desires to give you through His Word and prayer?  If so, turn about.  Decide to proceed God’s way.  Turn everything over to Him.  Dedicate your life to Him completely.  What does this mean?

A Christian asked her minister what he meant by dedication.  Holding out a blank sheet of paper, he replied, “It means to sign your name to this blank sheet and let the Lord fill it in as He wills.”  Are you willing to do this?  Will you allow the Lord to have first place in your heart to do with you whatever?  If so, you will discover life at its best.

Say with the poet:

O, take this heart that I would give,

Forever to be all thine own.

I to myself no more would live,

Come Lord, and be my king alone.

And if you have never received Christ, do it right now.

